

Kohl party suffers 


in east 




BERUN 
trounced 

elections i 

a poll projection. The party of ouaausm iruai ine 

revamped East German COmmunist Party, won 2I.S per cent of the 
vote in Brandenburg state, according to . the televised infos poll 
projection.- In the last: municipal election in the state in May 1990Ta 
fewmmtlhs before German reunification, the PDS led by Letter 
Bisky (foraierfy the SED which ruled East Germany) won 16.5 per 
cent. Mr. Bisky said the poll was a “fantastic result - ’ for his party and a 
signal for next year s national elections. The comeback was at the 

^^?r f h^»«^w? emratic , l i nion ^ CDU ) °f Chancellor 
RohK y^ch won onhr 20.6 per cent of the vote against 31.8 per cent 
polfcd .in May 1990, according to the Infos poll. The rational 
oppoaoon Shoal Democratic Party (SPD) led byRudoll Scharping 
appeared to have done even better. It was credited with 33.8 per cent 
well up from ns 28.1 per cent in 1990, making it the strongest party! 



An inde 


Pentagon official visits Kuwait 

KUWAIT (AFP) — A U.S. Pentagon official met Sunday with 
Kuwaiti Prime Minister Saad A1 AbdauIIah A1 Sabah during fus tour 
of allies in the Middle East, the Kuwaiti News Agency (KUNA) 
reported. The meeting was attended by Kuwaiti Defence Minister 
Sheikh Ali Sabah A1 Salem, the agency said without giving details of 
the talks. U.S. State U ndcr-Sccretary of Defence for Policy Frank 
Wisner arrived in Kuwait from Saudi Arabia where he conferred with 
King Fahd. He was also expected to visit Bahrain. Qatar, Oman and 
the United Arab Emirates, all members of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC). Mr. Wisner said in Cairo on Thursday that Iraq and 
Iran were the two remaining threats to U.S. interests in the Middle 
East. His tour was aimed at reassuring U.S. allies that President Bill 
Clinton will stick by Washington's commitment to defend the region. 
The U.S. official also said U.S. military aid to Israel. Egypt anti the 
Gulf countries would not be changed. 
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Tough ride seen for Cabinet as confidence debate begins 

Deputies assail government over its conduct of elections and for keeping them out of Cabinet 


By Ayman A1 S afari * 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

— The Lower 
Viouse of Parliament Sunday 
began debating a vote of confi- 
dence in the government of 
Prime Minister Abdul Sal*™ 
A1 Majali amidst mdjeations 
that the Cabinet will have to 
fight hard before it could win 
wuat is expected to be a nar- 
row mandate. 

Deputies and observers said 
the. government wiD not be 
able to win more than 45 to 47 
votes of confidence when the 
80 lawmakers cast their votes 
at the end of tbe session, which 
is expected to last until 

- Wednesday. 

The government came under 

- fire from deputies who 
opposed its participation in die 
;peace process ana accused the 
government of showing disre- 
spect for the legislature, man- 
fcjpulatmg the Nov. 8 elections 
to its favour and violating the 
spirit of the democratisation 
process. 

But Dr. Majali and his 
Cabinet won praise from some 
of the 19 deputies who took the 
floor Sunday for what they 
called the honesty and fairness 
of the elections, the Cabinet’s 
administrative reform prog- 
ramme and tbe comprehen- 
siveness of its policy statement. 

Even deputies who indicated 
that they would vote in favour 
of die government showered it 
_ w ith q emauds .for. better ser- 
vices and more investment in 
their constituencies as well as 
econcomic and a dminis trative 
reforms. 

Common among the de- 
mands of deputies who spoke 
Sunday were calls for pursuing 
better Arab relations, support 
for the Palestinian people and 
a comprehensive solution to 
tbe Arab-IsraeH conflict and an 


end to tbe 40-momh-old sane? 
turns against Iraq. 

Deputies also demanded 
that the government introduce 
no new taxes, deal effecti v ely 
with poverty and unemploy- 
ment, - raise sal arfes ana pay 
more attention to the agri- 
cultural and industrial sectors. 

Loyalty to His Majesty King 
Husse in was also pledged by 
deputies who attacked me gov- 
ernment as well as those who 
indicated they would s up port 
it. Calls for . strengthening 
national unity and guaran- 
teeing equal rights for all 
citizens were also made d uri ng 
the session. 

Maan Deputy Abdul Karim 
Kabariti set the tone of tire 
session when he severely criti- 
cised Dr. Majali for failing to 
respond to what he described 
as the legislature’s overtures to 
start a cooperative relationship 
with the executive authority 
before he reshuffled the gov- 
ernment Wednesday. 

Mr. Kabariti said that during 
a meeting the Progressive 
Democratic Coalition (PDC) 
held with Dr. Majali before the 
government change was intro- 
duced, deputies showed then 
inclination to work with die 
government but Dr. Majali 
^wanted separation.” 

This reflects “a way of think- 
ing tbat believes in the separa- 
tion among the authorities to 
the extent of no cooperation,” 
said Mr. Kabariti, a fo rm er 
Cabinet minister. 

...Tbe.' PDC^QjCtywfo {Dr. 
Majali but the meeting ^pro- 
vided no answers)... Dr.Majali 
manoeuvered us but did not 
negotiate with us," said Mr. 
Kabariti, who is expected to 
abstain from voting. - - 

Tafileh Deputy Mohammad 
Daoudieh, whose speech in- 
cluded the strongest criticism 
of Dr. Majali, said tbe prime 


minister deliberately and un- 
justifyingly ignored the House 
when he did not negotiate the 
government reshuffle with the 
deputies. 

‘‘There is no donbt that Dr. 
MajaH contributed to harmin g 
the image of the Chamber erf 
Deputies,” said Mr. 
Daoudieh, who also accused 
the government of nepotism, 
intertermg in tbe elections and 
harming national unity by in - 
tioduemg the one-person, one- 
vote formula into the electoral 
process. 

Mr.-. Daoudieh said that 
members of the AI Ahd Party, 
led by Deputy Abdul Hadi AI 
Majali, were disproportionally 
represented in the government 
which he called the govern- 
ment of AI Ahd. 

The government is a centre 
of power for AI Ahd, he said. 
It.u a gov ernm ent of bureauo- 
rats tha t does not recognise the 
authority of the House, he 
added; 

. “Democracy is in dan ger ," 
said Mr. Daoudieh, who is 
expected to withhold confi- 
dence from the government. 

“The truth shows that many 
of the members of this Cabinet 
belong to one party, and the 
practices of- this government 
and some of the ministers in it 
were aimed to serve tins 
fy,” Independent Islamist 
ptzty Abaul Razzaq Tubeishai 
{frfidhsaid. 

Mr. Itabeishat said the gov- 
ernment * • . greatiy harmed- 
jjfttkmal unity by taking a num- 
ber of measures that spread 
fear among the public, espe- 
cially amending the election 
Law. . .. 

He said the government 
proved incapable of holding a 
national derate on the approp- 
riateness of changing tiie Elec- 
tion Law and for amending it 
after dissolving the 11th Parlia- 


ment. 

“Dus House later came to 
face a government that takes it 
very lightly,” said Dr. 
Thbeishat, who is also ex- 
pected to withhold confidence 
from the government. 

Dr. Tubeishat said the gov- 
ernment violated the norms by 
not resigning after conducting 
the elections, saying the prime 
minister refused to acknow- 
ledge that it was a transitionary 
government and insisted that 
the . Cabinet is “an' eternal 
one.” 

Declaring that his position 
will be . “nnsupportive of the 
government,’ 1 Deputy Ali 
Abul AI Ragheb (Amman, 
Third District) said Dr. Ma- 
.jaH’s ministerial team will not 
be able to effectively deal with 
tire economic and social chal- 
^ the country. 
Cabinet lacks the team, 
its objectives are not 
and (there was no) care 
to choose minis ters who are 
capable^of shoulde ring the re- 
sponsibilities and hammering 
out suitable solutions to our 
many problems and issues,” 
said Mr. Abul Ragheb. 

Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
bloc member Batter AI Riati 
gave an insight into the kind of 
criticism other IAF deputies 
will level against the govern- 
ment with a speech that attack- 
ed every aspect of the govern- 
ment’s work. 

' Mr-. Riati (Maan) attacked 
•thfr-uw erim e n t^jfor ■ allegedly ^ 
interfering in the elections, dis- 
solving the 11th Parliament, 
and changing the Election Law 
in a way that harmed national 



Lower House Speaker Taber AI Ma$ri Sunday addresses the House in session (Petra photo) _ - - 

Lawmakers fail to impress galleries 


B y Suhair Obeidat 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The scattered 
spectators who occupied the 
galleries of the domed Parlia- 
ment House on Sunday were 
not exactly impressed by the 


unity. 


le government practices 
“give us reason to question the 
(seriousness) of the democra- 
tic, sboura process,” he said. 

(ConthuKd on page 10) 


performance of deputies dur- 
ing the first day of the vote of 
confidence session and many 
thought that the speeches of 
the people’s representatives 
lacked much substance and 
depth. ■ • 

Most of the audience inter- 
viewed by the Jordan Times 
thought although some de- 
puties were outright in addres- 
sing various issues, the mood 
was far less hostile than that 
.which dominated the vote of 
confidence session of the 
Mudar Badran government in 


1989. 

“So far, the speeches lacked 
political substance and most of 
them included personal de- 
mands as if to impress their 
(the deputies’) constituencies. 
This reflects a tremendous 
level of political ignorance and 
apathy among deputies," said 
Abdul Aziz Kabariti, a hotel 
owner and the brother of De- 
ity Abdul Kareem Kabariti 


puty Ab 
(Maan). 


Mohammad Saleh, an em- 
ployee at the Ministry of Tele- 
communications, said: “Now 
there is more understanding of 
the democratisation process 
than before and the emphasis 
is on matters of daily life, like 
unemployment, rather than' 
political issues, mainly the 
peace process.” 

Mr. Saleh, like most govern- 


ment employees attending the 
session, is there to prepare 
answers to expected questions 
and demands by deputies, each 
in his/her specialty, to be in- 
cluded in the government’s 
statement at the end of the 
discussions later this week. 

Yousef Sardi, a merchant 
and member of the board of 
directors of the Amman Cham- 
ber of Commerce, said it was 
his duty, as a person elected to 
represent the trade sector in 
the country, “to watch the 
democratic institution in action 
and observe its performance, 
especially when it comes to 
issues of economic nature.” 

Munawer Abbadi, an em- 
ployee at the Jordanian Coop- 
erative Organisation, said he 
was attending the session “be- 
cause I am interested in what 


the deputies have to say but I 
do not believe that there has 
been much change in the way 
deputies tackle different issues 
since the beginning of the 
democratisation process in 
1989.” 

Tamam AI Ghool, who 
worts at the Jordan Export 
Development and Commercial 
Centres Corporation, said the 
vote of confidence session 
should concentrate on discus- 
sing the government policy 
statement rather than specific 
■demands of the deputies’ con- 
stituencies. 

“Some speeches contained 
direct attacks of the govern- 
ment and lqcked objectivity," 
she said. 

Nora Anani, wife of Jawad 

(Continued on page 10) 


King and Arafat hold talks Negotiating teams 
‘ahead of Christopher visit race against time 

PLO underpressure to accept deadline delay 


By Lands K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN— His 
Hussein and Palestinian 
Yasser Arafat met here ; 
day for talks on Jc 
Palestinian coordination and 
relations ahead of a meeting 
today between the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) chairman and U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 


he focus of the jordaman- 
stinian talks, according to; 
Jordan News agency, Pet- 
was “the latest develop- 
its in the peace process and 
future relations between 
Ian and the PLO within the 
text of comprehensive 
b coordination based on 
sli implementation of in- 
ationai resolutions and die 
evement of peace which 
tres the return of the occn- 
tem tones, including Jero- 
m,' to the Arabs.” 
x. Arafat, who arrived 
trd an Air Algeria plane, 
received at the airport by 
uty Prime Minis ter Maan 
, Nowar and Minister of 
e of Foreign Affairs Talal 
iassan and the Palestinian 
assador to Jordan as well 
ther officials, 
o details were immediately 
[able from the King's talks 
Mr. Arafat, bat it was 
■cted that a draft Jorda- 
i-Palestiaian economic 
ement figured high in their 


tbe! 

ment in 

PLO n< 

“Arafat does not prefer a 
delay and will resist it,” one 
PLO official sakL “But a post- 
ponement for a limi ted time 
could be acceptable if major 
problems are addressed.” 

The key obstacles include 
the release of Palestinian pris- 
oners, control over crossing 
points and the size of the 
Jericho area that will come 
mirier Palestinian self-rule. 

PLO officials said that Mr. 
Arafat "would also insist on at 
'least a beginning of a partial 
withdrawal from the Gaza 
Strip on Dec. 13 as a prere- 
quisite to defuse the rising ten- 
sons following the Israeli 
crackdown on the Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement (Hamas) as 
well as with his own Fateh 


Arafat's arrival here was 
ted by a report that the 
chairman was ready to- 
t a two-week delay or the 
13 beginning of Israeli 
rawal from Gaza and 
o under the Sept. 13 
PLO autonomy agree- 

rces close to- Mr. Arafat 
ke PLO was under strong 
ire to accept such a de- 
ft that no formal decision 

ik«L 

y said Mr. Arafat was 
ng tbe pressure, but 
:pt a delay if Israel 
fo resolve some of 


it cannot- afford, to. 

allow Dec. 13 to pass just like 
any other -date. This will 
jeopardise the credibility and 
tbe constituency of the peace 
process in the occupied terri- 
tories,’’ said a Fateh official. 

Accord i ng to well-informed 
Palestinian sources a possible 
scenario to break the’ current 
impasse is to arrange for a 
mating between Mr! - Arafat 
and Israeli P rim e Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin on Dec. 12 to solve 
some of the stickmg'points. 

An agreement on the release 
of a fag number of Palestinian 
prisoners and ah Israeli com- 
mitment to complete its troops 
pullout by April 13 f as agreed 
m the Sept. 13 accord could 
break the deadlock and 
Mr. Arafat to accept 
the IsraeH-suggested delay. 

The PLO Executive Com- 
mittee, which concluded ik 
meetings in Tunis on Friday, 
has raterated its refusal to 
accept an Israeli delay* . 

Mr. Arafat was expected to 
ask Mr. Christopher to press- 
ure Israel to abide by the 

■accord- , , 

The Palestinian leader was 
planning to put forward condi- 
tions to resume ncr ,i!! ' h/r *' 
with Israel that invof 


confidence-bmldmg measures 
and Palestinian control over, 
the crossing points. 

But according to well-in- 
formed sources, the PLO has 
already been notified, 
American and other ' 
that Mr. 

to support the Israeli 
to maintain control over the 
crossing points — at least be- 
tween Jordan and the West 
Bank during the seff-rule in- 
terim period, since the border 
areas would still be under 
Israeli command. 

Mr.' Arafat's visit to Jordan 
is viewed as extremely crucial 
to improving coordination be- 
tween the two sides that has 
suffered since the PLO 
its secret agreement 
with' Israel without consulting 
with Jordan, which was at the 
time its partner in a joint de- 
legation. 

Over. Jhe last two months 
PLO '.and Jordanian officials, 
have been working on a draft 
economic ' agreement mainly 
covering monetary policies to 
regulate relations between Jor- 
dan and' tbe the future Palesti- 
nian entity. 

The fast draft agreement was 
reached last month after both 
Mr: . Arafat and Jordanian offi- 
cials introduced modifications 
on an initial draft of basic ideas 
worked out by the head of the 
economic department ami the 
PLO chief negotiator in Oslo. 
Ahmad Kbriea, and Jawad AI 
Anani, then minister of state. 

According to PLO officials; 
neither the PLO Executive 
Committee nor Mr. Arafat has 
formally ratified the agree- 
ment. 

The PLO leader is said to be 
reluctant to bind himself to any 
final agreement with Jordan 
prior to clarifying the shape of 
the Palestinian autonomy. 

He has been criticised by 
some of his colleagues for not 
ente ring an agreement with 
Jordan to' book Palestinain 
■efforts to disengage the Palesti- 
nian economy -from Israeli 
domination; 

(C onti nued on page 5) 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine negotiating chief Nabfl 
Shaath said his team and Israel 
began “intense” bargaining 
Sunday in order to turn the 
Palestinian autonomy accord 
into reality by next week’s 
deadline. 

The two sides were trying to 
breakthe deadlock over plans 
far an Israeli troop withdrawal 
from Gaza and Jericho “within 
die time given,” Dr. Shaath 
said, adding they got down to 
“intense work” expected to 
last until Thursday. 

Under the autonomy accord 
signed with the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
in Washington in September, 
Israel is to start the troop 
withdrawal by Dec. 13 and the 
PLO is to move in its own 
police force. 

In the Egyptian Sinai town 
of El Arim, the two sides 
resumed their discussions on 
the transfer of administrative 
powers to the Palestinians in 
the West Bank town of Jericho 
and the Gaza Strip. 

The FLO has insisted that 
Israel start to withdraw its 
troops by Dec. 13 and urged 
Washington and Moscow, co- 
sponsors of the peace talks, to 
help implement Palestinian 
autonomy. 

■But Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin has said it could 
take another week or two 
beyond the mid-December 
deadline to reach a dear-cot 
agreement and has rejected the 
cafi for American intervention. 

In Amman , Palestinian offi- 
cials said PLO Chairman Yas- 

ser Arafat was prepared for a 
two-week delay in im- 
plementing the accord because 
of Israeli terms for withdraw- 
ing from Jericho. 

“Arafat told Fateh Central 
Committee members and his 
executive committee that they 
have to accept a delay of two 
weeks in implementing the 
accord/* a PLO offidal said in 
Amman a few hours before the 
PLO leader was due to arrive. 

Die Palestinian officials, 
who attended the meetings in 
Tunis but requested anonym- 
ity, said Mr. Arafat was hoping 

& t»iy< in Amman on 
y to persuade U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 


Christopher to pressure Israel 
to change its position. 

The officials said Israel had 
refused to change from its ori- 
ginal definition of the size of 
Jericho to fall under Palesti- 
nian administration — less 
than seven per cent of the area 
sought by the PLO. 

The PLO is also seeking 
control of border posts linking 
die Jericho area and Jordan. 
Israel has insisted these must 
remain maimed by its troops. 

Tbe main negotiations, on 
security issues, were taking 

f lace at a secret location in the 
[gyptian capital Cairo. 

“We are exerting all efforts 
to meet the deadline,” said a 
source dose to the talks. 

“In El Arish all the issues 
are administrative and we 
don’t see any crisis or a real- 
problem. Bot the military 
issues are certainly more deb- 
cate. Hopefully, we will finish 
before the 13th (of Decem- 
ber), or a few days later. 

‘The reality is nothing in- 
teresting has been achieved 
yet. There is some progress but 
no final agreement bias been 
readied yet on the remaining 
issues." 

“We (the PLO) are going to 
negotiate on the basis that the 
withdrawal is on December 13 
as agreed. We are sparing no 
efforts and no time but 
whether we finish on time or 
not, this has to do with 
Rabin,” Dr. Shaath told Reu- 
ters. 

“I am not pessimistic. I am 
simply resigned to the fact that 
if we finish the (negotiations) 
we are ready but if thev 
(Israelis) are not ready we will 
not finish. It takes two to de- 
tide. 

“From our part we’re doing 
our best to finish on time but 
the more I hear Rabin state- 
ments saying there might be a 
delay I start to believe there 
will be a delay," he added. 

In talks last week progress 
start reported on the release of 
Palestinian prisoners. Dr. 
Shaath said Israel presented a 
plan and a timetable under 
which it will free up to 10,00Q 
But tbe source said both 
sides have still to agree on the 
date of the last phase of the 
release. 


Christopher tells Syrian leaders 
of economic benefits of peace 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher tried to convince 
Syrian leaders of the economic 
benefits of peace in talks here 
Sunday to unblock the stalled 
Syria-lsraeli negotiations, U.S. 
diplomats said. 

U.S. officials bave also said 
Mr. Christopher, who arrived 
here from Israel on the second 
leg of a Middle East tour, was 
carrying new proposals to give 
an impetus to the peace pro- 
cess. 

But the seroetary of state has 
so far declined to reveal his 
p lans . 

On his arrival he immediate- 
ly met with Foreign Munster 
Farouk AI Sbaraa and 
emerged from the talks one 
hour later saying discussions 
had been “successful,” accord- 
ing to the official Syrian Arab 
News Agency (SANA). 

Mr. Christopher also called 
for improved relations be- 
tween Washington and Damas- 
cus before beading for crucial 


talks with Syrian President 
Hafez AI Assad. 

The outcome of the discus- 
sions are not expected to be 
known before Mr. Christ- 
opher’s return to Washington 
on Dec. 11. 

But in order to satisfy Syria, 
which is seeking a full Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights, any offer made by the 
United States must include di- 
plomatic as well as economic 
incentives, U.S. diplomats say. 

Mr. Christopher will also 
seek a dear peace commitment 
from Syria to convince Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
that talks with Syria should not 
be put on the back-burner 
while Israel concentrates on 
peace with the Palestinians. 
“My ro' 

Mr. 

fore leaving Israel. 

“This in an unprecedented 
opportunity to have a compre- 
hensive peace and I will do all I 
can... to see if we can realise 
the promise of peace with 


‘My role is an intermedi- 
ary,” Mr. Christopher said be- 


security,” he told reporters. 

The secretary leaves Mon- 
day for Amman and returns 
Thursday to Damascus follow- 
ing consultations in Israel. He 
will also visit Egypt and 
Dznisia. 

Syria has threatened to 
boycott the next round of talks 
if Israel did not express readi- 
ness to withdraw from the 
occupied Golan Heights. 

Mr. Christopher told repor- 
ters before leaving Israel that 
be hoped his talks m Damascus 
“will be an opportunity to 
energise the discussions be- 
tween Israel and Syria." 

“I don’t want to create un- 
reasonable expectations,’* he 
also said. 

Mr. Sbaraa was also present 
at the meeting with Mr. Assad 
at the presidential palace. 

Syrian officials quoted Mr. 
Omstopher as telling Mr. 
Sbaraa of Washington’s deter- 
mination to continue its efforts 

(Continued oa page 5) 


2 Palestinians, Israeli killed 
in violence in occupied lands 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Two Palesti- 
nians and an Israeli died Sun- 
day as a wave of unrest con- 
tinued in the Middle East 

P rompting U.S. Secretary of 
tate Warren Christopher to 
call for a halt to violence. 

A Palestinian opened fire as 
he tried to storm a bus in the 
Tel Aviv suburbs killing a male 
passenger, police said. A bullet 
nit the man in the head but 
driver managed to bundle the 
attacker off the vehicle and 
drive away. 

A soldier aboard tbe bus 
opened fire, cutting down the 
Palestinian, police said, cor- 
recting an earlier version that a 
stray Israeli bullet hit the pas- 
senger. 

Islamic Jihad claimed re- 
sponsibility for the attack iden- 
tifying the Palestinian as 20- 
year-old KhaJed Awad Shi- 
natch from the JabaUa refugee 
camp on the Gaza Strip. 

Dozens of angry Israelis 
crowded around the Palesti- 


nian’s body at the crossroads 
shouting “death to Arabs.” 

Since 'the signing of die 
accord on Palestinian self-rule 
in September most Arab- 
Israeli violence has been con- 
fined to. the occupied terri- 
tories. 

The attack coincided with 
the peace mission to the Mid- 



dle 
and 

deepen doubts of many 

that the Palestine Liberation* 
Organisation (PLO) — let 
alone Israeli security forces — 
can rein in hardline Palesti- 
nians out to wreck peace 
efforts. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said such attacks 
would not detour the march 
towards peace. 

“We are determined on one 
hand to fight with all our 

means, within the l imi t s of the 
law, the terrorists and to con- 
tinue negotiations to imple- 
ment the declaration of princi- 
ples (accord),” Mr. Rabin told 


liters in occupied Jeru- 
iUL 

“We will not allow these 
terrible atrocities to interfere 
with our decision and deter- 
mination to reach an agree- 
ment and to implement the 
first major step towards peace 
and the solution of the conflict 

between the Pales tinian*; anri 

us," Mr. Rabin said. 

Tbe killings added to the 
tension ahead of tbe Dec. 13 
deadline for Israel to begin 
pulling troops out of Gaza and 
Jericho. 

“There is both anticipation 
and anxiety in the air,” Mr. 
Qiristopber said before leav- 
ing Israel for Syria on a mission 
to kickstart the bilateral peace 
talks. 

~~ “But I uige everyone on all 
sides to avoid violence, to take 
all steps over this difficult 
period. I think the leaders have 
an obligation on each side to 
enjoin their followers to avoid 
violence," he said. 





. "‘.fi 



Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, PECEMgER 6, W3 


Egypt, Israel and 
Turkey link up to 
promote tourism 


By Alistair Lyon 
Reuter • 

. ANKARA — Egypt, Israel 
and Turkey, eager to repair the 
damage done to their fborist 
■ industries by political, vio- 
lence, have dubbed together 


to promote travel to the re- 
-gion. 

Each country sees the pact 

- signed in London last month as 

■ a harbinger of further regional 
cooperation which could hlos- 

‘ som rapidly if the Israeli- 

■ Palestinian peace accord is izn- 

■ piemen ted. 

‘‘Tourism and peace are in- 
tertwined,” says Egyptian 

- Tourism Minister^ Mamdouh 
■AI Beltagut, one of the signa- 

- tones of die East Mediterra- 

- nean 'Tourism Association 

(EMTA). 

“The bringing of peace to 
' the region has- given us the . 
, opportunity to realise the long-, 
envisioned goal of tourism 
' cooperation. . in the - eastern 
; Mediterranean," Korel Goy- 
'men, under-secretary of Tur- - 
.key's Tourism Ministry, told 
Reuters. . • 

Turkish Tourism Minister 
Abdul Kadir Ates said last 
week he planned to take a 
bicycle tour in the region to 
, publicise EMTA. 

. The three countries took two 
.years to negotiate the accord, 
•which they nope will lure hun- 
dreds of thousands more visi- 
tors in the next few years and 
allow them to share marketing 
costs. 

They have opted to pool 
their resources to promote the 
region rather than competing 
on a narrow national basis. 

“This will make the whole 
.region more attractive,” said 
; Israel’s ambassador- to Ank- 
ara, David Granit. “The idea is 
. to expand the cake instead of 
fighting for bigger slices.” . 

Egypt and Turkey are trying 
to reassure potential visitors 
alarmed by the activities of 
Islamic and Kurdish militants 
who have deliberately targeted 
tourists in the past year. 

Fundamentalist attacks in 
which nine foreigners were kil- 
led have scared off many tour- 
ists to Egypt, where govern- 
ment figures show that tourism 
is down by about a third this 
year. 

In Turkey, bombings and 
kidnappings by rebel Kurds 


.have cut at least SI billion from 
this year's tourism earnings. 

Officials say tourism brought 
in S3 billion in the first 10 
months. Revenues for 1993 
had been expected to top S4.5 
billion. 

Things are better in Israel, 
still on target for a record two 
million visitors, but tourism in 
the occupied territories re- 
mains depressed and the three- 
month-old peace accord has so 
for foiled to halt violence be- 
tween Israelis andPalestinians. 

"Egyptian Ambassador 
Mohammad AI Diwany said 
that by banding together in 
times of crisis the three coun- 
tries could fend off pressure, 
from foreign tour operators to 
cut prices. . 

“This agreement can involve 
millions of people and improve 
their standard of living,” Mr. 
Diwany told Reuters. 

. “A just and lasting settle- 
ment of the Palestinian prob- 
lem will let the area enter a 
new phase. With goodwill and 
good intentions this can lead to 
further, openings and coopera- 
tion.” 

The founder members of. 
EMTA say their organisation 
is open to other countries to 
join. Ubya, Lebanon, Syria, 
Jordan, Greece, Macedonia, 
Albania, Bosnia, both parts of 
Cyprus and a future Palesti- 
nian state would all be eligible, 
Mr. Goymen said. 

Ferit Epfkman, a leading 
Turkish tour operator, said re- 
gional cooperation was in- 
creasingly important in 
tourism. 

“Regions, not countries, will 
be competing against each 
other in the near future,” he 
said. By the year 2000, the 
Middle East's biggest tourist 
rival would be the Far East, he 
added, i 

In the days of the former Otto- 
man empire, travellers could 
wander across the Middle East 
untroubled by national fron- 
tiers. 

Now EMTA's founders look 
forward to the dismantling of 
the barriers and boycotts’ 
thrown up by the Arab-Israeli 
conflict 

“This’ is the beginning of 
something veiy important, the 
first agreement of its kind,” 
Mr. Granit said. “Tourism is 
an excellent field to start. It’s 
not political or strategic.” 
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VICTIM OF VIOLENCE: Israeli policemen 
cany the body of Khaled A wad Shihateh, 20, 
who was shot dead along with a bus passenger 


by Israeli soldiers at a Tel Aviv suburb bos 
station on Sunday (AFT photo) 


‘New’ Palestinian radio joins 
campaign against autonomy deal] 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Opponents of 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess have, intensified their 
media campaign by introduc- 
ing a new Palestinian- radio 
station to the airwaves of the 
region or by increasing the 
period of transmission of an 
existing radio station. 

A radio station identifying 
itself as “Jerusalem Broad- 
cast” has been heard in the 
air for one hoar on most 
evenings since September, 
shortly after Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) signed their 
landmark autonomy agree- 
ment. 

According to listeners, the 
radio, which claims to be 
based in Jerusalem, broad- 
cast on the same wavelength 
as Radio Israel's Arabic Ser- 
vice, which reduced its “poli- 
tical propaganda” citing the 
progress towards press after 
the signing of the Israel-PLO 


Most of the programmes 
that the “Jerusalem Broad- 
cast” aired were Palestinian 
national songs in what the AI 
Quds Press Service described 
in a report this week as trials. 

AI Qnds said Saturday the 
radio station was new and 
planned to broadcast for five 
hours daily between 8 p.m. 
and 1 a.m. 


The programmes will be 
mostly aimed at the countries 
neighbouring Israel, particu- 
larly targetting Palestinians 
who lost (heir homes with the 
creation of the State of Israel 
in 1948, according to AI 
Quds. 

■ PLO officials asserted the 
radio was not new and was an 
extension of the “Voice of 
Jerusalem” operated by 
Ahmad Jibril's Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine-General Command 
(PFLP-GC). 

“Voice of Jerusalem" has 
been in the air for the past 
four years and is believed to 
be based somewhere in 
Damascus. 

“Jerusalem Broadcast is no 
different from Voice of Jeru- 
salem and it is transmitted 
from Damascus,” said a PLO 
official in Amman. “AD that 
the radio did was to extend 
the transmission hoars and 
mislead listeners by claiming 
that it is broadcasting out of 
Jerusalem.” 

“Obviously Jibril would 
like to have everyone believe 
that opponents of the peace 
process are so strong that 
they could operate a clandes- 
tine radio station from the 
heart of Jerusalem,” added 
the official. 

But several listeners dis- 
agreed. They said the new 
broadcast was distinctly diffe- 
rent from the familiar style of 
“Voice of Palestine” — a 


source for many who like to 
listen the rhetorics and tall 
claims of "military operations 
against the enemy” that most 
or the time go unconfirmed. 

“The style is different, the 
presentation is sharper and 
the contents are more to the 
point,” according to a book 
shop owner who said he was 
frequent listener of “Voice of 
Jerusalem.” 

Observers said it was un- 
likely that the new radio, if 
indeed it is new. was based in 
Jerusalem since the Israelis, 
armed with sophisticated 
co mm unication interception 
and detection equipment, 
would have bust it less than 
24 hours after it went on the 
air for the first time vowing 
opposition to the autonomy 
accord. g 

In the meantime, pro- 
autonomy accord Palesti- 
nians are setting up their own. 
radio and television station. 
The PLO has signed an 
agreement with a French 
television company to set up 
a Palestinian TV station in 
Jericho. 

Radwan Abu Ayyash. 
head of the Palestinian Jour- 
nalists Association, is leading 
the radio and television pro- 
ject, reports said. Mr. Abu 
Ayyash has assigned future 
staff of the station for train- 
ing in Europe as well as 
Jordan, according to the re- 
ports. 


Sudan meeting hits self-rule deal, backs Muslim causes 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — Isla- 
mic leaders have rejected the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) accord on 
limited self-rule in Gaza and 
Jericho but called on rival 
Palestinian factions to avoid 
internal clashes. 

The call came in a resolution 
read out to delegates late 
Saturday at the end of a three- 
day meeting of 400 Islamic 
figures in the Sudanese capital. 
The conference also called for 
unity of Muslim ranks. 

But some Palestinian hard- 
liners, backed by the Muslim 
fundamentalist Hizbollah and 
other groups in Lebanon, criti- 
cised the resolution because 
they wanted a “dear conde- 
mnation'* of the Sept. 13 
autonomy accord. 

“We want a stronger resolu- 
tion, we want to denounce 
those who signed the accord, 
and call on our people to wreck 
the deal,” said the head of the 
Islamic Jihad in Palestine, 
Fathi S hakaka . 

Sudanese fundamentalist 
■leader Hassan Tourabi told 
journalists after the final ses- 
sion that the resolution was 
final and could -not be mod- 


ified. “We do not want an 
extremist stand,” he ex- 
plained. 

The resolution was not made 
public. 

But Nayef Hawatmeh, head 
of the Democratic Front for 
the liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP), said the resolution 
included in its final version a 
call for wrecking the accord. 

“What is important is not 
the choice of words but the 
content,” said Khaled Abu AI 
Omarein, a member of the 
Islamic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas). 

. The conference also pledged 
. to support the intifada until the 
creation of a Palestinian state 
with Jerusalem as its capital. 

It urged Muslim govern- 
’ meats not to normalise ties 
with Israel “before the Palesti- 
nians recover all their legiti- 
mate rights.” 

Apart from backing the 
Palestinians, the Islamic con- 
ference also pledged support 
for the Muslims of Bosnia, 
Somalia, Iran, Sudan, Indian- 
ad mini stereo Kashmir and’ 
Azerbaijan. 

It called on the United Na- 
tions to lift its sanctions on Iraq 


and Libya, and also to exclude 
the Muslims of Bosnia from 
the arms embargo. 

The conference called for 
the world’s Muslims to boycott 
U.S. and British products for 
one week, but it gave no date 


for the measure. Bosnian offi- 
cials had also urged a boycott 
of French goods. 

' trailing on Somalis to avoid 
bloodshed and close ranks. 
Is lami c leaders pledged to con- 
tribute to “Arab and African 


efforts to secure a peaceful 
settlement” 

A committee was formed, 
chaired by Dr. Tourabi, to 
seek support from Muslim 
countries for the reconstruc- 
tion of Afghanistan. . 



Peres: Deal 
was easier 
without 
settlements 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The pre- 
sence of Jewish settlements in 
the occupied lands is compli- 
cating the Israel-Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
negotiations, Foreien Minister 
Shimon Peres said Saturday. 

But dismantling the settle- 
ments was not an option be- 
cause it would be too divisive 
for the Israelis, Mr. Peres told 
Israel TV’s second channel. 

Under the Israel-PLO 
accord. Israeli troops arc to 
start withdrawing from the 
occupied Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank region of Jericho 
on Dec. 13. with the pullout 
completed by April 13. 

But the Jewish settlements 
in those areas will remain 
under Israeli control and foe 
army is to guard them, accord- 
ing to foe Israel-PLO agree- 
ment of principles. 

Disagreement over security, 
arrangements for the settle- 
ments is one of the key stumb- 
ling blocks in the current 
Israel-PLO talks on im- 
plementing the autonomy 
accord. 

“We were aware that we had 
two choices — either to dis-. 
mantle the settlements and 
then we would have had very 
few security problems... or to 
have the settlements remain, 
and then we knew foe security 
issue would be very compli- 
cated,” Mr. Peres said 
Saturday. 

“We had to choose between 
tearing the Israeli people apart 
and creating a complicated, 
difficult and unprecedented 
solution.” he added. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin has never said what he 
thought should happen to the 
144 Jewish settlements when 
Israel and the PLO negotiate 
the final status of the occupied 
lands, starting in 1996. 

But Mr. Peres and other 
Israeli leaders have hinted that-' 
settlers would be given a 
choice of moving back to Israel 
or living under Palestinian 
sovereignty. 


Sentencing hearing v 

begins today in 
Iraq loan scandal ~ 


ATLANTA (AP) - A tanker 
who admits he helped illegally 
channel U.S. aid to Iraq hopes 
to convince a judge that he was 
little more than a fall guy. 

A sentencing hearing begins 
Mondav for Christopher Dro- 
pout, who pleaded guilty to 
three charges for his part in 
arranging S5.5 billion in illegal 
loans~to Iraq. . . 

Mr. Drogoul, 44. insists he 
was onlv a middleman in a 
programme approved by the 
U.S. government and his Ita- 
lian superiors at the state-own- 
ed Banca Nazionale del 
La'voro (BNL). 

“BNL- Atlanta was... a tool 
of the U.S. and Italian govern- 
ments." Mr. Drogoul said last 
month in sworn testimony be- 
fore the House of Representa- 
tives Banking Committee. 
“One has to consider it a fore- 
ign policy matter and not a 
banking matter." 

Mr. Drogoul told the com- 
mittee he helped carry out an 
ambitious scheme by the Un- 
ited States, Italy, Britain and 
Germany to secretly arm Iraq 
against Iran in their 1980-88 
war. 

Prosecutors initially claimed 
Mr. Drogoul masterminded 
the scheme to provide unau- 
thorised loans to Iraq through 
BNL's Atlanta operation. 

He was charged in a 347- 
count bank fraud indictment, 
later dropped to 70 charges 
after a judge rejected an ear- 
lier plea bargain and criticised 
the Justice Department for its 
handling of the case. 

In exchange for Mr. Dro- 
goul’s latest guilty pleas, the 
remaining 67 charges were 
dropped.^ The government is 
seeking a prison term of up to 
6 l /2 years, arguing that Mr. 
Drogoul was a key figure in the 
scheme. 

Mr. Drogoul’s attorneys 
want U.S. District Judge G. 
Ernest Tidwell to limit the 
sentence to the 20 months he 
already has served, saying Mr. 


Drogoul .should not "be 
punished further for what they 
call merely- carrying out 
approved bask dealings. 

,4 Only Christopher Drogoul 
is kept from his wife and his 
children, detained as a refuteof 
events for which no stmt can 
be made." said hi» lawyer, 
Robert M. State!?. "Tf fairness 
and parity still , haw moaning, 
the only viable sentence.:* s to 
let him go on with Ms life." 

But the foreign policy argu- 
ment may be of no use at 
sentencing. Judge Tidwetf had 
barred the use of foreign policy 
evidence ia the trial and re- n v- 
jeered Mr. Simels’ attempts to 
subpoena former President - 
George Bush. 

Judge Tidwell said he will | 
focus on the three charges Mr. 
Drogoul pleaded guilty to in 
September, one wire fraud 
count and two counts of mak- 
ing false statements to federal 
regulators. 

The judge seemed unmoved . 
at a hearing last week when . 
Mr. Simels told of a 1989 let- 
ter from a General Motors 
Corp. executive to a BNL 
officer in Rome, staling that 
bank executives had never 
given him anv reason to ques- 
tion Mr. Drogoul’s authority to 
do business m Iraq. 

The letter. Mr. Simels said, 
shows Mr. Drogoul reported to 
Rome. . . 

“I doubt that's going to help 
you much," Judge Tidwell . 
said. f 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Ho- : 
ward Heiss said the alleged . 
involvement of Mr. Drogoufs 
bosses in Rome is irrelevant to. 
the crimes he pleaded guilty to. 

The government's original 
contention was that Mr. Dro* ' 
goul acted alone to secretly 
funnel money to Iraq through a 
U.S. programme designed to 
promote agriculture. Some of 
the money allegedly financed 
Iraq’s military before the Golf 


Egypt has promised to honour 
human rights, U.S. official reports 


A Palestinian boy peers oat from banners cuffing 
for armed struggle against Israel during a 
demonstration held Saturday in the JabaJya 


refugee ca mp in the occupied Gaza Strip (AFP 
photo) 


CAIRO (AP) — A U.S. offi- 
cial said Saturday he received 
assurances from the Egyptian 
government that it will not 
condone torture inside prisons 
or other violations of human 
rights. 

But John Shattuck, the State 
Department's top policymaker 
on human rights, endorsed a 
technically illegal Egyptian hu- 
man rights watchdog agency 
that accuses the government of 
torturing prisoners and many 
other abuses. 

And Mr. Sbattuck. ending 
an official four-day visit, 
seemed to walk a tightrope 
between foe line of a caravan 
of officials he met, including 
President Hosni Mubarak on 
Saturday, and that of Egyptian 
human rights advocates. 

Mr. Shattuck told a briefing 
at the U.S. embassy he was 
pleased with evidence of the 
Egyptian judiciary's commit- 
ment to human rights. He 
added, however, that he raised 
in his meetings with Egyptian 
officials the problem of milit- 
ary courts trying civilian dis- 
senters, which critics complain 
does not guarantee fair trials. 

Mr. Mubarak’s largely secu- 
lar government has~been in- 
volved in open confrontation 
with extremist groups seeking 
to overthrow the .governing 
system by force in favour of 
one based on a stricter inter- 
pretation of Islam. More chan 


240 people have been killed in 
the past two years. 

Attempting to crush the ex- 
tremists through speedy trials, 
Mr. Mubarak is referring to 
courts-martial cases involving 
attacks against government 
targets or the system itself. 

The trials have drawn se- 
rious fire from local and inter-' 
national human-rights groups, 
which allege they disregard 
many elements necessary to 
fair trials. 

Rights advocates also charge 
that torture is routine inside 
Egyptian prisons to force con- 
fessions. The government also 
is accused of making hostages 
of suspects' relatives in efforts 
to force surrenders and inflict- 
ing on-the-spot punishment by 
killing suspects or detaining 
them for long periods without 
charge or trial. - 

The U.S. State Department 
has made many of the allega- 
tions itself. Cairo rejects all 
such charges. 

Mr. Shattuck, assistant U.S. 
secretary of state for human 
rights, avoided a direct answer 
to reporter' questions on link- 
ing to Cairo's commitment to 
human rights the $2.1 billion in 
annual U.S. aid to Egypt. 

He insisted that human 
rights was of prime importance 
to President Bill Clinton’s 
administration and spoke of his 
pleasure at Egypt’s willingness 
to continue dialogue over the 


issue. 

Mr, Shattuck also said he ; 
received assurances that the 
government was moving to- 
ward recognising Egypt’s main • 
local rights group, the Egyp- - 
tian Organisation for Human . - 
Rights. The government has 
given no such public indfcar i 
tions. Officials often justify fai- - - - 
lure to answer the orgaoisa- . 
tion’s complaints with the - 
argument that it does not exist 1 
under Egyptian rules banning .... 
private organisations lacking /, 
government approval. « 
The United States is “struck • . , 
by the courage of the EOHR," /i 
Mr. Shattuck said. “We sup- 
port such organisations and 
share their values.” 

Mr. Mubarak’s government 
also has promised to tovesti- 

« allegations of torture 
a special office related 
to the public prosecutor, Mr. 
Shattuck said. 

No Egyptian security per- 
sonnej have been competed for-’ 
torturing or otherwise- violating^ 
the rights of political prisoners* 
like religious extremists. There 
have been convictions of peo- , 
pie in authority for abusing . 
common criminals. 

On another subject, Mr- . 
Shattuck denied that he met < 
with extremists in Egypt. He.i : 
said he was in Cairo only » • ‘ ' 
meet officials and noo-gpv- - ; 
emmental organisations wort!- ; 
tag to advance human rights* r 
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In first day of vote of confidence session: 

Deputies call for tax, educational reforms, urge 
government to address constituencies’ needs 



I congratulate you (Speaker 
Taher Masri) for the vote of 
confidence you obtained from 
the deputies... and I congratu- 
late the respected deputies for 
winning the people's confi- 
dence under free and fair elec- 
tions. 

We don’t want to forget the 
(old and new) government that 
returned from its transitional 
vacation to the democratic are- 
na and deserved, with confi- 
dence, the generous increase in 
(ministers) salaries. 

There are three institutions 
that should not be harmed: AI 
AI Bait, the symbol of legi- 
timacy; the judicial, the sym- 
bol of justice; and the army 
and security forces, the symbol 
of national honour. 

My opposition or support (to 
the government) has nothing 
to do with my allegiance to the 
regime but is based on a differ- 
ence in opinion... From that 
point the prime minis ter wants 
us to go along with him, and 
from these angles we want him 
to come along with us... The 
alliance * (PDC) extended its 
hand to the prime minister, but 
he did not reach out for the 
extended hand. 

His refusal to link... might 
lead to the government's 
monopoly on dedsion-mak- 
ing. . . This means, by necessity, 
that democracy is in danger... 
This government has abolished 
the portfolio of parliamentary 
affaire because of lack of confi- 
dence in the rules of the demo- 
cratic game and (is a sign) of 
non-commitment to democra- 
cy, policy and in style. 

We live an economic crisis 
that has been deepened by 
mixed declarations from the 
government since Sept. 13 
agreement. Poverty is every- 
where.. It necessitates the uni- 
fication of all efforts without 
forgetting that the government 
should be in full control of the 
Zakat committees... 

Peace is an objective and 
negotiations are the means... 
We back the government in the 
peace talks to maintain the role 
of Jordan as a player in the 
game after attempts to make it 
a court for foul play. 



Ali Abdul Ragheb 

(Amman Third District)* 
(PDC) 

Although I am very close to 
the moderate stream.. I find 
myself obliged to take an anti- 
government stand. 

We hope that the govern- 
ment will present its policy 
statement in the future m de- 
tail, a statement that would 
reflect the people’s aspirations. 
But, since the government has 
chosen the Speech from the 
Throne as its policy statement, 
I demand the government, in 
its response to the deputies ^ 
speeches, to clarify its policies' 
by presenting a programme 
that would be an answer to all 
the questions raised by the 
deputies. 

I demand a revision of (he 
economic development plan 
that was drawn up recently--- 
The government is invited" to 
wipe the dust off the invest- 
ment law and modernise it.. 
There should be an increase of 
the salaries and wages earned 
by the private and public sec- 
tors workers. 

Subsequent governments 
have tried to improve the 
administrative performance 
and combat bureaucracy, but 
the results so far are very li- 
mited. 

The present stage requires a 


distinguished relationship be- 
tween the legislative and the 
executive authorities... This 
stage necessitates a disting- 
uished ministerial team cap- 
able of confronting the chal- 
lenges... and up to the expecta- 
tions of the people's aspira- 
tions and hopes. 


duction to local needs and so 
ensure self-sufficiency. The 
government is called on to 
introduce measures to protect 
farmers against natural disas- 
ters. I demand that the Ajloun 
District be upgraded to gov- 
ernorate status as it abounds 
with natural resources and is 
inhabited by more than 
100,000 people 


Samir Kawar 

(Balqa District) (PDC) 

In the face of fast-moving de- 
velopments and challenges that 
loom in the horizon I call on 
the government to do all in its 
power to enhance national uni- 
ty which is made up of social, 
cultural and political fabric. 
Safeguarding national unity is 
not a political luxury but rather 
a legitimate expression of the 
will of tbe present generation. 

Regarding the peace pro- 
cess. I believe that our 
brothers in the PLO have the 
right to choose the method by 
which they feel they wifi 
guarantee the Palestinian peo- 
ple's rights and the return of 
holy Jerusalem. I believe that 
Jerusalem should remain the 
capital of all those affiliated to 
the three monotheistic reli- 
gions. 

I believe that the govern- 
ment should give due attention 
to the development of public 
administration through a con- 
tinued process of training 
and through recruiting of the 
best applicants. An efficient 
civil servant is an administra- 
tive leader who can transform 
his department into one 
characterised with creative 
production. 

We should remember that 
modem development is based 
on skilled and productive man- 
power and that solutions to 
economic or social problems 
can only come through effi- 
cient administrations. De- 
velopment of public adminis- 
tration does not materialise 
through changing the persons 
but rather in "applying legisla- 
tions and regulations aimed at 
upgrading performance. 



Farah Rabadi 
(Ajloun District) (NAF) 

"My decision on whether to 
withhold a vote of confidence 
or cast a vote in favour of the 
government’s policies depends 
on the prime minister’s state- 
ment in reply to the deputies' 
queries ana demands. 

It should be emphasised 
here that we are not pro or 
against the government, but 
that we act within tbe 
framework of the Constitution. 

We believe that opposition is 
a fundamental element of par- 
liamentary life and without an 
opposition there would be no 
point in having a parliament, 
we believe tnat the House 
ought to serve as a watchdog 
over the government’s be- 
haviour ana ensure justice. 

Concerning education, I be- 
lieve that this sector falls far 
below the aspired standard for 
the following reasons: failure 
to appoint the right person in 
the right position largely be- 
cause certain groups hold the 
upper hand in shaping the des- 
tiny of education; the existence 
of venr rigid school curricula 
and failure to introduce 
meaningful changes that affect 
the substance rather than tbe 
outward form; failure on the 
part of the successive govern- 
ments to heed the call for the 
creation of a teachers union 
that would cater to the needs 
of teachers like other profes- 
sions and trades; the lack of 
buildings suitable for schools. 

I demand that the govern- 
ment deal veiy effectively with 
the agricultural sector by intro- 
ducing regulations Uniting pro- 


Are we going to protect a 
government that does not take 
people’s representatives into 
consideration? -.When demo- 
cracy is in danger then Jordan 
is in danger. 


I demand that the govern- 
ment pave the way for people 
to have equal opportunities in 
acquiring higher education at 
Jordanian universities, and 
that similar equality should be 
applicable to the appointment 
of people to posts in public 
administration." 



Tawfiq Kreishan 
(Ma'an District) flndependenl- 
.1) 

“Concerning the political 
aspect of the government's 
policy 2 demand that the gov- 
ernment give some details ab- 
■ out practical steps to be taken 
and call on the government to 
spread awareness among the 
public about the poetical 
changes resulting from the so- 
callea new world order which 
is bound to have its serious 
impact on future generations. 

I am for a just and honour- 
able peace ensuring the legiti- 
mate rights of the Palestinian 
people in their homeland, but I 
am against normalisation of 
relations with Israel before 
these legitimate rights have 
been established. 

I demand that the Arab 
countries end their sanctions 
imposed on Iraq and Libya and 
demand that the Arab League 
Charter be amended in a man- 
ner to help the nation deal with 
new challenges and end the 
divisions among Arab states. 

In the information policy. I 
believe that the situation re- 
quires the enactment of new 
legislation that would win pub- 
lic confidence and improve 
programmes presented by the 
radio and television, especially 
children’s programmes in 
accordance with a national 
plan. I believe that the press 
plays a major role in the na- 
tion’s destiny and should there- 
fore enjoy continued moral 
and material support. 

Regarding tne economic 
aspect of the government poli- 
cy. I stress here that most 
crimes and the social tragedies 
emanate from poverty. We ail 
ought ,to join hands and deal 
with this problem by tackling 
the unemployment issue and 
expanding the social security 
umbrella and jurisdiction.” 



Mohammad Daoudieh 

(Tafiiefa District] {PDC) 

“Am I going to give rhc vote 
of confidence in the name of 
the people to those whom 1 
don’t know? 

Ever since this parliament 
was elected, (everybody) 
started to describe the’ House 
as a submissive one that will 
definitely give vote of confi- 
dence to the government. 

The prime minister has 
directly contributed to tar- 
nishing the image of the 
House, especially when he did 
not consult parliamentary 
blocs who extended their hand 
to him. He did not even give • 
anv sign of cooperation... 

Deputies did not have any 
say in the government reshuf- 
fle" as if the House is dis- 
solved... what has happened is 
ignoring the parliament in an 
unprecedented and unjustified 
manner... That was anti-demo- 
cratic ami u refusal to recog- 
nise that people are mature 
and have to He consulted. 

The government is the voice 
of only one pttlitic.il party and 
can be descubed as an Ahd 
government, in reference to 
the Ahd Party and a wtifd 
govermem in reference to the 
Jordanian delegation (wafd) to 
the peace talks... 

We should be very cautious 
of the negative implications of 
the peace process on our socie- 
ty.. it aims at weakening the 
Arab society, country by 
country,..” 


Ali Shatti 

(Balqa District) (Independent) 

a) 

“My decision to give or with- 
hold confidence depends on 
the government’s reply ro the 
remarks, queries and demands 
contained in my statement, 

I call on the government to 
establish a national fund to 
support fanners in times of 
natural disasters, to tighren 
control on prices of agricultu- 
ral inputs and to find external 
markets for agricultural pro- 
ducts. 1 urge the government 
to reallocate the plots of land 
already distributed by the Jor- 
dan Valley Authority to the 
well-to-do people to poor far- 
mers who plough and plant the 
land. 

I also urge the government 
to improve the services pro- 
vided for underprivileged 
areas. 

I call on the government to 
reassess the management of 
the financial and banking sec- 
tor, and set up a national com- 
mittee to monitor the perform- 
ance of this sector. I urge the 
government to continue to sub- 
sidise basic food items. I also 
call on .the ^government to re- 
direct vocational training to 
satisfy the demands of the 
labour market. 

I call on the government to 
inform the House on where 
Jordan stands vis-a-vis the 
peace talks. We are peace- 
seekers. peace is one of the 
tenets of our Islamic faith; so 
we have to seek the kind of 
peace that will ensure the res- 
toration of the rights of people 
to their legitimate owners and 
end the state of war.” 



Munir Sobar 

‘(Amman Fifth District) (PDC) 

“I will decide on whether to 
vote in confidence of the gov- 
ernment or not in the light of 
the government’s statement to 
the House in which I hope to 
hear details about its plans to 
handle social, agricultural and 
industrial issues and its reply to 
my demands in this statement. 

I demand that Amman 
citizens should have the right 
to elect their municipal council 
and I believe that the appoint- 
ment of council members by 
the government is in flagrant 
violation of the rules of demo- 
cracy. 

In 1986 the government dis- 
solved the municipal council 
and decided to create what 
came to be known as the Grea- 
ter Amman Municipality, 
grouping the local councils "of 
Amman and their neighbour- 
ing towns. 

It was also announced that 
the measure would be in effect 
for only four years, but it was 
extended first" until 1SWU and 
then until 1W4. without anv 
justification. I demand that the 
citizens of Amman elect their 
representatives to their muni- 
cipal council, that the govern- 
ment terminates the merger of 
the 14 municipal councils of 
the towns surrounding Amman 
with the capital's municipality 
and that the government ab- 
stain from appointing mayors 
and municipal council mem- 
bers. 

The residents of Amman 
feel that the measures taken so 
far concerning the Greater 
municipality was a consecra- 
tion of centralised authority 
which is a backward practice 
and Joes not cater to the re- 
quirements of the modern age 
and development. 



Abdul Razzaq Tubeishat 

(Irbid district) (Independent 
Bloc) 

I will consider which way to 
vote later. 

Granting a vote of confi- 
dence or not is not related to 
the person of the prune mini* , 
ter or any of the cabinet mem- 
bers. It rather requires a re- 
sponsible judgement over the 



government 
a neutral one, in composition 
and in performance. But die 
fact is a high number of this 
government members belong 
to one party and its practices 
and some of its members were 
in the service of this party. 

We thought that the primary 
duty of this government was 
the supervision of the elec- 
tions..., (however), the gov- 
ernment started a series of 
measures that created confu- 
sion* chaos and fear... From 
the start, the government was 
supposed to call the Lower 
House for an extraordinary 
session to consider tbe .election 
law. What, iL did instead, was 
resort to dissolving the House 
without a convincing justifica- 
tion and in a surprising mann er 
that indicates lack of respect to 
the legitimacy of this parlia- 
ment... 

Unfortunately, this govern- 
ment failed to be neutral or 
capable of having a public de- 
bate on the election law. 

This government came for a 
specific mission, that is to su- 
pervise the elections... Usually 
and in such cases, this kind of a 
government would resigns (af- 
ter the elections) ... But the 
prime minister immediately 
started to insist that his govern- 
ment is permanent... that he 
.did not accept (anyone) to 
consider it as temporary. 



Mifleh AI Lawzi 
(Amman Fifth District) (NAF) 
“I support a vote of confi- 
dence in the government of 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majuli and urge it to imple- 
ment the directives contained 
in His Majesty King Hussein's 
letter of designation. 

1 express my appreciation of 
the government's pursuit of 
democracy and its endeavours 
to apply decentralisation and 
reform public administration. 
Concerning the Palestine 

Q uestion. I support the King- 
om’s adherence to its princi- 
pled and national stands as 
best expressed by the King, 
especially with regard to tbe 
holy places in the occupied 
lancis. 

I support every effort to re- 
establish strong ties with Arab 
countries and re-build solidar- 
ity among Arab states and urge 
the government to speed up 
such efforts. 

1 demand that the govern- 
ment re-examine the country's 
taxation regulations and urge it 
to refrain from imposing furth- 
er taxes us the Jordanians arc 
now unahle to carry further 
burdens. 

I demand that the present 
government deal effectively 
and immediately with the ques- 
tion of state-owned lands 
which have been illegally 
seized by citizens. The solution 

(Continued on page 5) 


Visiting European trade officials 
look to expand existing relations 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The presi- 
dent of the Belghim-Luxem- 
bourg- Arab Chamber of In- 
dustry and Trade, Willy Mon- 
fils Sunday held talks with 
Jordanian officials on promot- 
ing trade and said he hoped 
that the Kingdom would par- 
ticipate in an international fair 
in Belgium next year. 

In discussions with Marwan 
Awad, Ministry of Ihdustiy 
and Trade secretary general, 
Mr. Monfils said that participa- 
tion in tbe fair would help in 
introducing Jordanian -pro- 
.ducts to the Belgian markets 
‘and boost Jordan as a tourist 
attraction in the Middle East. 

Mr. Awad said he hoped the 
current talks would expand re- 
lations between Jordan and 
Belgium which started in 1976 
when an agreement was signed 
to strengthen cooperation in 
economic, technical, trade, in- 
dustrial and agricultural fields. 

His Majesty King Hussein’s 
1983 visit to Belgium served to 
boost trade and economic ties 
because the two sides then 
underlined their determination 
to launch joint ventures, said 
Mr. Awad. 

As a result of the King's 
visit, Belgium extended JD 10 
milli on in technical assistance 
to Jordan to help it carry out 


water and -railway schemes, 
added Mr. Awad. 

He said the joint Jordanian- 
Belgian Committee convened 
in Amman last May and signed 
minutes which called for tbe 
establishment of a European 
information centre for the de- 
velopment of Jordanian ex- 
ports to European countries 
and facilitating the transfer of 
modem technology to Jorda- 
nian industries. 

Mr. Awad urged Belgium to 
import more Jordanian' veget- 
ables, fruits and phosphate to 
help adjust the balance of 
trade which is heavily m favour 
of Belgium. 

According to the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade, Belgium 
sells Jordan powdered milk, 
animal feed, raw tobacco, 
medicines, lubricating oil, pap- 
er, mirrors, bulldozers, 
machinery equipment, trac- 
tors ‘ and aircraft spare parts.. 

Of the 2 J5 million tonnes of 
phosphate Belgium imports 
annually, only a fraction- is 
imported from Jordan; the rest 
comes from Morocco and the 
U.S. because the cost of ship- 
; Jordanian -phosphate to 
jura is relatively higher, 
the ministry. 

Mr. Monfils and the accom- 
panying delegation met Satur- 


day with members of the Am- 
man Chamber of Trade and 
said that the Jordanian Law on 
Encouraging Investments pro- 
vides a good climate for invest- 
ment in numerous industrial, 
agricultural and technological 
fields. 

He said Belgium welcomes 
the establishment of trade cen- 
tres in Amman and Brussels 
and holding trade fairs. ' 

The Belgian delegation* is 
due to- conclude its visit I to 
Jordan Wednesday. 

Mr. Monfils earlier Sunday 
met Minister of State for Fore- 
ign Affairs Talal AI Hassan.to 
discuss Jordanian-Belgian rela- 
tions. 

Both sides underlined the 
need for Jordan and Belgium 
to promote cooperation in 
tourism and to encourage Bel- 
gian" tourists to visit Jordan, 
according to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

Petra quoted Mr. Monfils as 
saying that the current visit to 
Jordan reflects Belgium's 
hopes to expand and boost 
cooperation with the 
Kingdom. 

Mr. Hassan suggested the 
creation of joint Jordanian- 
Belgian Chamber of Com- 
merce to help increase the 
volume 


to help 
of trade. 


King receives U.S. inter-faith delegation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein 
Sunday reviewed the general situation in the 
Middle East with a visiting delegation of a U.S. 
inter-rehgioos group. The Kinjg emphasised Jor- 
dan's demands for the restoration or the rights of 
the Palestinian people and the Kingdom’s support 
for and commitment to the peace process to ensure 
these rights. He said that Jerusalem stand as a 
symbol of peace and a meeting place for all 


believers in God, the followers of the three" 
monotheistic faiths. Jordan, he stressed, will not 
accept any sovereignty over the holy places of the 
dty except that of God. The delegation is currently 
oh a tour of the Middle East to listen to various 
views concerning the peace process and discuss 
means of giving momentum to the achievement of 
a just and durable settlement. 


American opera stars share stage 
with Jordan’s NMC orchestra 




ican 


By Jean-Chode Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Tonight American opera stars 
Arturo Romani and Ella Lee will fill the halls of 
the Royal Cultural Centre theatre with arias, 
cantatas and duets by Mozart, Bonondni, 
Cavalli and Beethoven. 

The one-night performance will be presented 
by the. National Music. panserxatqjy ; r. Nfior AI 
Hussein Foundation -and coudqc&d by Kifah 
Fakhouri." ’ : i ■ 

The audience will also be treated' to Amer- 
rirituals by Mis. Lee, and inter- 
ions of “Bel Canto” songs like “Chi Si 
by Cavalli and ‘Ter La Gloria’* by 
Bonondni will be performed by Mr. Romani. 

Soprano Ella Lee, who was born in Texas 
and raised in California, was a leading soprano 
with the Berlin Philharmonic, the Chicago 
Symphony and the New York Philhar monic. 

She performed under tbe baton of Sir Georg 
Solti and Leonard Bernstein. 

Her love of quality songs extends to Negro 
spirituals and modem, popular music. 

Talking to the Jordan Tunes, Mrs. Lee 
revealed interesting details about a anger’s 
training and the intensive efforts, continuous 
dedication and professional preparation that 
are required to “make a voice.” However 
talented or gifted one can be, said Mrs. Lee, it 
is only through serious study and horns of 
practice that an opera singer can achieve excell- 
ence. 

Tenor Arturo Romani is of Italian origin and 
comes from a family for whom music, and more 
particularly opera is a firmly established tradi- 
tion. 

His great -grand-father, Felice Romani was 
the tiberttist of famous operas by Donizetti 
(L’Elisir d’ Am ore) and Bellini (La Norma) and- 
also worked with the young Giuseppe Verdi. 

Mr. Romani’s own career spans concerts as 
soloist from the U.S. to Europe, in operas like 
The Barber of Seville, Don Giovanni and La 
Traviata. 

He has also sung in musical comedies (My 
Fair Lady) and oratorios (The Messiah). 

One of his voice teachers was a friend of the 
Enrico Caruso, Mr. Romani told the 
Jordan Times. 

Kifah Fakhouri, director of the National 
Music Conservatory (NMC), is a composer and 
a conductor who studiea at the American 
University of Beirut (AUB) with Allen Hovey. 

He conducted the AUB Symphonic Band in 
1982. 

Under his dynamic and charismatic direction, 
the NMC orchestra, in less than eight years, has 



EUa Lee 
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Kifah Fakhouri 




grown from non-existent to a 40-piece ensemble 
mat steadily pursues musical r efi nement. 
With members from Jordan," neighbouring 


Arab countries, the U.S., Japan anc 
the NMC is living proof of the university of the 
language of music. 

Mr. Fakhouri also writes Arabic music and is 
the author of study books that are used in 
school music curricula in Jordan and Lebanon. 

Mr. Romani and Mrs. Lee expressed their 
pleasure at rehearsing with the NMC orchestra, 
working with Mr. Fakhouri and being in Jor- 
dan, a country they intend to discover and 
know better, he said. 





Arturo Romani 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 


☆ 


Exhibition of prints and drawing* hy Fakhr El 
Nissa Zeid at Darat AI Funun of the Abdul 
Hameed Shorn an Foundation in Jabal Luweib- 
deh. Also Showing (be permanent exhibition 
(Saturday-Thursday 10:00 a.ra. to 7:00 p.m.) 

•it Plastic art exhibition by a number of Iraqi artists 
at La Casa Art Gallery l between tbe 5th and 6th 
Circles). . 

it Exhibition of sewing equipment at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

ir Exhibition of Lebanese products at Philadelphia 
Hotel. 

* Second Jordanian exhibition of cotton and wool- 
len products at the World Exhibition Hall — 
University Road (11:00 a.m. -10:00 p.m.) 


* Exhibition of paintings by artist Khaiid Khrefe at 
the French Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition of watercolours by artist Shaher Jirmi 
at the Goethe Institute, 

* Photographic exhibition on the intifada at Abdul 
Hameed Shuman Foundation (8:00 ajn.-4:00 
p.m.) . 

* An exhibition by artist Fargbali Abdel liuffcz ac 
the Balka’ Art Cattery fit AI Fuheis (10:00 a.m.- 

p.m.) fTcL 7209021. 

* Pla5lk art exhibit ioa by several Jordanian and 
Iraqi artists at tbe OrfaJi .Art GaUen in lim 
I'Uiaiua. 

FILMS 

Mb" “titled “Inttoehiiie" at the French Cuttunri 
Centre at 8:00 p.m. 
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Expensive delays 


THE JORDANlAN-lsraeli memorandum of 
understanding on reopening of Jordanian com- 
mercial banks in the West Bank signed last 
week in Washington is a necessary step for the 
ultimate Jordanian-Palestinian economic coop- 
eration even though it was essentially a bypro- 
duct of the Jordanian-American-Israeli work- 
ing gror.p on economic, trade and banking 
cooperation. When autonomy takes effect as 
expected in the months ahead, the incorpora- 
tion of Palestinian consent and agreement on 
the seemingly transient joint Jordanian-lsraeli 
supervision of banks in the West Bank will have 
to be attained. This would be necessary in order 
to complete the circle of cooperation and 
transcend Israeli technical control over finan- 
cial institutions in the occupied territories by a 
joint Palestinian-Jordanian one. 

In practical terms, this step should come as a 
relief to the Palestinians whose short and 
long-term economic and financial future lies 
squarely with the Arab World. No wonder the 
PLO is leaning heavily in support of the 
Jordanian currency as the official currency of 
the infant Palestinian entity. Palestinian eco- 
nomists and finance experts have concluded 
that given the nature of the existing Palestinian 
economy and the insufficiency of hard curren- 
cies, it would be counterproductive to introduce 
a Palestinian currency to service the economy 
of the embrycmic Palestinian self-rule. Under 
vthese circumstances, the control and supervi- 
sion of banking and finance institutions in the 
^occupied territories by the Central Bank of 
^Jordan (CBJ) appears to be a must for as long 
?'*as one can see. The principal beneficiaries from 
this understanding will be the Palestinian peo- 
ple whose economy is in shambles after decades 
of Israeli occupation. 

, Unfortunately till this date, though, the 
f Jordanian-Palestinian draft agreement on eco- 
- nomic cooperation remains just a proposal that 
-,has yet to be endorsed officially by the PLO. 
-The implications of this delay in ratifying this 
/ Jordanian-Palestinian accord can be best 
\ understood and appreciated against the back- 
drop of the Sept. 13 Israei-PLO agreement 
which envisages close economic cooperation 
between them. The visit of PLO Chairman 
■ Yasser Arafat to Amman may touch on this 
point over and above the traditional issues on 
how to develop and respect a joint strategy on 
peace talks with the Israeli government. The 
past few weeks have illustrated more than ever 
how the interests of Jordan and the PLO are 
interwoven and inseparable, especially within 
the framework of these peace negotiations. The 
PLO chairman's talks here may at last succeed 
in putting the final touches on a thorough and 
genuine Palestinian-Jordanian coordination 
'and cooperation agreement that, when ratified 
by both sides, will pave the road for a fruitful 
relationship and a strengthened negotiating 
position for both sides. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I Arabic daily Sunday discussed the start of a 
parliamentary debate on the government's policy which wilJ 
end with a vote of confidence. Whether the deputies refrain 
from backing the government's policy, or supporting its 
programmes, it is dear that such a debate will be an exercise of 
democracy and political pluralism, said the paper. Noting that 
the Jordanian citizens will be anxiously following the de- 
bate, the paper said that the voters who sent the deputies to 
Parliament would be watching their representatives’ perform- 
ance not only during this debate but throughout the four years 
of their mandate. Referring to the experiment of the former 
House, the paper said it was successful by all standards and ir 
is hoped that the present deputies would benefit from the 
previous experiments and devote their discussions to the issues 
of particular concern to the public. What the Jordanian public 
looks forward to seeing, added the paper, is a debate that aims 
at achieving further accomplishments for the country and hope 
to see their representatives showing awareness of the various 
issues of concern to the public at the political, social and 
economic levels. The paper said that the Jordan people also 
look forward to watching the prime minister and the Cabinet 
members giving clear replies to queries to be raised by the 
deputies so that the image of democracy remains impeccable 
and the spirit of cooperation between the executive and 
legislative authorities can be enhanced. 


5 AL DUSTOUR daily commented on a recent visit to Yemen by 
1 Chief of the Royal "Court Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, noting that 
i the visit was part of Jordan's mediation efforts to end the 
} current dispute between the country's leaders. The visit 
■ reflects King Hussein's deep concern over the internal 
\ situation in Yemen and his keenness to safeguard Yemen's 
: national unity, said the daily. Jordan is anxious to see the 
J Yemeni ^ *ders patching up their differences and protecting 
J their unity and the course of democracy the country has 
.i„chosen. added the paper. 




Best implementation of the Israel-PLO deal: Widest 
participation, establishment of popular sovereignty 

* .... A ftv# nrM« HE AN 


By Anis F. Kassim 


Author’s note: While the Palestinians were " enjoying " the 
dear legal status of being "occupied” and thus entitled to the 


protection accorded them in the international human rights 
instruments, they have been drawn into a tunnel of uncertain- 
ties by the Declaration of Principles. The legal status of their 
occupied territory is now vague: they are not independent nor 
has independence been promised, but at the same time they 
have to develop, with the state of Israel, the entire region and 
the most crudal issues left without dear guidelines on how to 
solve them. The new challenges faring the Palestinians require 
that they neither fight the declaration nor succumb to its 
dictates. They are duty-bound to chart their way out of that 
tunnel. For this purpose, the Palestinians need to reinvent a 
new social process that is founded on democratic principles 
based on the widest participation of Palestinians and. respect 
for human rights. A democratic system that guarantees 
Palestinians' human rights and satisfies their material, moral 
and psychological needs is a system based on “ popular 
sovereignty". This concept is well-rooted and sufficiently 
articulated in many human rights conventions and declara- 
tions. By utilising this system, the Palestinians may be able to 
accomplish not only the right of self-determination, but also 
the right of self-development 


On Setp. 13, 1993, the Dec- 
laration of Principles between 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and the gov- 
ernment of Israel was signed at 
the White House under the 


and Russia. The PLO chair- 
man, Yasser Arafat, and 
Israel's prime minister, Yit- 
zhak Rabin, two most hostile 
and antagonistic enemies, 
shook hands. A new era has 
purportedly begun in one of 
the most enduringly troubled 
areas on earth. 

As expected, the Declara- 
tion of Principles attracted ap- 


plause and support on the one 
hand, and uproar and conde- 
mnation on the other. This was 


equally true in both the Palesti- 
nian and Israeli camps. Both 
Mr. Rabin and Mr. Arafat 
were labelled “traitors" by one 
group and “courageous" by 
the other. 

This paper is not intended to 
indulge in praising or lament- 
ing the declaration. It will deal 
with it on the premise that such 
a declaration is equivalent, in 
some legal sense, to an “act of 
God". It is an inevitable acci- 
dent. Yet, certain preliminary 
remarks are due, especially 
those pertaining to the subst- 
ance of this paper. 


I- The Declaration of 
: Principles — an overview 

Chairman Yasser Arafat had 
repeatedly said that be “saw a 
light at the end of the tunnel". 
Tnis was expected of a leader 
who at times of depression in 
bis movement had tried to 
muster popular support. The 
Declaration of Principles has 
reversed Mr. Arafat’s motto. It 
is not a mere pessimistic atti- 
tude for a Palestinian to say 
that “I see a tunnel at the end 
of the light". It is a reality set 
by the declaration. 

1- The declaration is not an 
“agreement": it is rather an 
“agreement to agree". At least 
the parties to tne declaration 
have to negotiate and agree to 
thirteen major agreements in 
addition to countless subsidi- 
ary agreements, letters of 
understanding, side aides 
mernoires and other minuted 
meetings, the parties, for ex- 
ample will, inter alia, agree on: 

— the mode and conditions 
of the elections, 

— the formation of a Palesti- 
nian police force. 

— the transfer of additional 
powers and responsibilities, 

— the interim agreement, 

— the scope of authority, 
structure and procedures for 
the electricity, water, sea port, 
authorities, etc., 

— ; the formation of the Con- 
tinuing Committee that will be 
authorised to determine the 
modalities of admission of per- 
sons displaced in 1967. 

— the establishment of dis- 
pute settlement machine^ in- 
cluding conciliation and 
arbitration, 

— how the Palestinian Jerus- 
alemites will vote, 

— the mode of international 
supervision and observation, 

— how the election cam- 
paigns will be conducted, 

— almost endless agree- 
ments on “cooperation and 
coordination," and more cru- . 
daily. 

— the powers, authorities 
and structure of the elected 
council. 

2- The Declaration of Prind- 
ples refers to half withdrawal 
and/or redeployment of Israeli 
forces in the occupied territor- 
ies. The entire world commun- 


ity, except for Israel, affirms 
and reaffirms that the West 


salem) and the Gaza Strip are 
legally “occupied territories". 
Even Israel’s High Court of 
Justice unwittingly admits that 
legal status but is hesitant to 
apply the Fourth Geneva Con- 
vention to these territories. 
Now. under the declaration. 


what is the legal status of these 
territories? would the Palesti- 


nian; still aspire at the protec- 
tion provided for in interna- 
tional humanitarian law? 

3- The Palestinians view 
themselves as part and parcel 
of the Arab Nation. They 


pied territory'”, that the re- 
fugees' rights to return home 


rugees' rights to return home 
or compensation have been re- 


peatedly affirmed by about for- 
ty U.N. resolutions, that 
Israeli settlements in the occu- 


Israeli settlements in the occu- 
pied territories are illegal and 
an obstruction to peace, that 
borders are those of the June 


1967 and that security arrange- 
ments are the other side of the 


ments are the other side of the 
coin of Israel's occupation and 
annexation. Under the dec- 
laration, all these clear issues 
are confined in the darkness of 
the tunnel, together with the 
other major issues highlighted 
above. 


II- The Pales tinians! ' 1 new 
strategy — popular 
sovereignty 

For the Palestinians to navi- 
gate their way out of this very 
dark tunnel of the declaration 
they must reinvent their 
strategy. They are left with no 
options except to devise 
methods that may help them 
convert the adverse effects that 
have befallen them as a result 
of the declaration into be- 
nefits. They are duty-bound to 
make the new changes their 
ally instead of becoming the 


victims. At the very minimum, 
the Palestinians should exert 
their best efforts to mitigate 
the risks that they might run. 

The new strategy should be 


based on the concept of “popu- 
lar sovereignty". Popular 


sovereignty should not be 
viewed as only limited to an 
elected council: it should also 


include a wider participation of 
Palestinians inside and outside 


Palestinians inside and outside 
Palestine. It should also be 
well-rooted in the values of 
human rights and the suprema- 
cy of law. 

The prescription of “popular 
sovereignty" is not an 
academic exercise in the form 
of self-governing authority. It 
is rather a prescription that has 
its raison d’etre in legal, social, 
economic and political factors. 


It is an essential prerequisite to 
build up an authority that may 


share the same value system 
and expectations, past, present 
and future. The declaration 
has, in effect converted the 
Palestinians into being an in- 
tegral part of the Zionist pro- 
ject. This point may be exem- 
plified by reading Article XI of 
the declaration in conjunction 
with Annexes III and IV. An 
Israeli- Palestinian Economic 
Cooperation Committee will 
be established in order to de- 
velop and implement thirteen 
spheres and, above all. a plan 
for the "region". What are the 
shared values between the 
Palestinians and the Israelis 
that exclude those values 
shared with the other Arab 
countries? This joint venture 
between Israel and the Palesti- 
nians is not an agreement be- 
tween equals. One of them is a 
sovereign state and the other is 
of a dubious status. The 
Palestinians are neither inde- 
pendent nor quasi-indepen- 
dent. 

4- The final status of the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip 
is still in balance. This issue 
was a nightmare to the Palesti- 
nians and the declaration came 
to firmly establish that tor- 
ment. There was no doubt that 
the legal status of the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip was 
that they were occupied terri- 
tory and therefore the 
sovereignty was residual in the 
people of that territory. This is 
a well-established rule in cus- 
tomary international law. The 
declaration is dubiously silent 
on this very essential point. 
There is a strong suspicion that 
the U.S. government, the men- 
tor of this peace process, may 
have shifted its position on this 
issue from its long-standing 
view, as explained by former 
Secretary of State Cyrus- 
Vance, that “sovereignty ulti- 
mately resided in the people of 
the West Bank and Gaza" to 
what Secretary George Shultz 
was subsequently arguing dur- 
ing his tenure that sovereignty 
“could be shared". Even 
though the declaration is silent 
on both concepts, it is in effect 
driving the Palestinians to- 
wards the Shultz concept. How 
else can one interpret the sec- 
tion on “cooperation and coor- 
dination" other than as saying 
that the parties will ultimately 
reach a phase of a joint 
sovereignty by function? 
Cooperation and coordination 
covers virtually all aspects of 
the social process of any com- 
munity. 

5- The six major areas that 
are left for the second phase of 
negotiations constitute a deep- 
er tunnel than the tunnel exca- 
vated by the declaration. The 
legislative history of the Camp 
David Accords rings an alarm- 
ing bell in the ears of the 
Palestinians. The Palestinians, 
before the advent of the dec- 
laration, were fully aware that 
the world at large, supported 
and aided by numerous instru- 
ments of public taw, confirmed 
that Jerusalem was an “occu- 


gra duate to a “statehood." 

Palestinians, whether those 
who live under occupation or 
in exile, suburban or refugee 
camp dwellers, elite or men of 
the street share, to a large 
extent, the same expectations. 
They must be eager, and 
strongly so, to participate in 
the reconstruction of their 
homeland. A new svstem of 
government must be devised to 
enable the widest participation 
of those Palestinians in the 
shaping and sharing of their 
community life. 

The enthusiasm of the world 
community to help the Palesti- 
nians build or develop their 
infrastructure and increase the 


absorptive capacity of their 
economy needs to 'be capital- 


ised on. The Washington con- 
ference. held last October, was 
attended by forty seven states 
and governmental organisa- 
tions, and almost all of them 
have committed themselves to 


provide the newly emerging 
Palestinians com mu nit v with 


aid, in cash and inkind, and to 
help rebuild the necessities of 


The U.N. General Assembly 
has been agressively involved 
in promoting the issue of hu- 
man rights. The assembly's re- 
solutions are characterised as 
one of the most important 
sources of public law. The 
most notable of these resolu- 
tions is the Declaration on 
Social Progress and Develop- 
ment. This declaration is a 
universal manifesto of the right 
of peoples to self-develop- 
ment. It proclaims that all peo- 
ples shall have the right to live 
in dignity and freedom and to 
enjoy the fruits of social prog- 
ress and to contribute to that 
progress; to participate active- 
ly in all elements of society, in 
defining their goals of develop- 
ment. in determining their own 
priorities, in adopting mea- 
sures to ensure their effective 
partidpation and increase that 
partidpation in the prepara- 
tion and execution of national 
plans and programmes of eco- 
nomic and social development, 
in establishing their legal and 
administrative measures for 
the protection and improve- 
ment of their political and rivil 
rights and ultimately to create 
a conducive human environ- 
ment. 

In summation, it is incum- 
bent upon the Palestinians 
leadership to shift its old poli- 
des and strategies to firmly 
establish the "popular 
sovereignty" of its constituency 
in order to avoid falling a 
victim to the changes that have 
befallen the Palestinians. The 
leadership has to realise that a 
new authority based on law 
and on human rights is not a 
luxury; it is rather a necessity. 
It is not an issue that it can 
shelve for a later phase, rather 
it is an emergency. It is not an 
option that it can elect to do 
without; it is mandatory by 
customary international law 
that is binding on all partid- 
pants. 


by the Israeli occupation au- 
thorities. who can exercise in- 


timidation either directly or 
indirectly through their set- 
tlers. These expectations could 
also be frustrated by propo- 
nents of the one-party system 
of government, who can justify 
this form of government on the 
basis that at this crudal stage 
of nation-building "we cannot 
afford the luxury of democra- 
cy". The totalitarian approach 
is likely to be supported or 
encouraged by the Israeli au- 
thorities. It would be much 
easier for them to deal with a 
dictator than with a genuine 
democratic system of govern- 
ment. The PLO leadership 
may also be inclined to frus- 
trate the election process. It 
has not so far demonstrated an 
intention to shift gears from 
the revolutionary mentality to 
democratic approach of gov-' 
emance. To the contrary, in 
the most recent meeting of the' 
Central Council there was a 
strong drive to do away with 
elections. 

Electoral laws in the Gaza 
Strip do not in effect exist. 
Such laws that remain are 
those that the Egyptians put 
into effect for elections to the 
Socialist Union, which was the 
sole ruling party in Egypt 
under the hitter part of Presi- 
dent Nasser's reign. 

The electoral laws in the 
West Bank are the residual 


A free press is one compo- 
nent of the desired apparatus. 
Independent radfa ana televi- 
sion is another. An ombuds- 
man is perhaps mote urgently 
needed during t be new era. 
The experience of other coun- 
tries with the concept of an 


ombudsman has proved to be 
verv effective. The ombuds- 


very effective. The ombuds- 
man is a genuine expression of 
popular sovereignty'. He must 


popular sovereignty. He must 
be guaranteed independence, 
freedom of investigation and 


freedom of investigation and 
reporting, equipped with the 
necessary powers and author- 
ities, and accountable only to 
the elected council. 


If, development plans were 
to commence iri.the west Bank 


and the Gaza Strip as envis- 
aged in the Washington confer- 
ence, one may reasonably ex- 
pect that certain safeguards 
have to be established well in 
advance to protect theseplans 
against corruption, inefficien- 
cy, deprivation, dislocation or 
uneven distribution of re- 


D- Independent judiciary 


Jordanian laws and regulations 
that were enacted in 1960. 


Even though such laws guaran- 
tee free, genuine and periodic 
elections, they need to be 
amended to conform with in- 
ternational human rights stan- 
dards. For example, women 
should be granted the right to 
vote and be elected; the intifa- 
da generation should be 
allowed to participate, by 


lowering the age of those who 
are eligible to vote: and repre- 


sentative seats for specifically 
Christians and Muslims should 
be eliminated. This system, 
once upgraded could be ex- 
tended to apply to the Gaza 
Strip without interference by 
the Israeli authorities. 
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their economy. Add to that the 
individual initiatives of several 
countries and non-governmen- 
tal organisations to further 
advance assistance in various 
forms and different arenas. 
Which authority will be in 
charge of receiving, directing 
and distributing this aid? 
Under which legal system, laws 
and regulations will these de- 
velopments take place? 

The third factor which com- 
pels the Palestinians to estab- 
lish “popular sovereignty" is 
the strong universal drive for 
human rights. Respect for hu- 
man rights has been declared 
the motto of the latter part of 
the 20th century. Any system 
of government that does not 
provide for the minimum stan- 
dard of human rights is an 
outcast or will soon be de- 
clared an outcast. 

The Universal Declaration 
of Human Rigths, which has 
become the cornerstone of in- 
ternational human rights, pro- 
vides that; 

“Everyone has the right to 
take part in the government of 
his country, directly or through 
freely cnosen representa- 
tives... The will of the people 
shall be the basis of the author- 
ity of government; this shall be 
expressed in periodic and 
genuine elections which shall 


HI- Modalities 


How to achieve this popular 
sovereignty? 

No doubt that election is one 
form of maximising this objec- 
tive. Yet it is not exclusive. In 
the Palestinian context, there 
must be a variety of modalities 
to ensure the widest possible 
participation of Palestinians in 
shaping and sharing the new 
value system. 


B- Popular participation 

Due to the circumstances 
involving the Palestinian com- 
munity inside and outside their 
homeland, there is a great de- 
sire to participate in recon- 
structing their home. Profes- 
sionals in various specialisa- 
tions should initiate, and the 
Palestinian, leadership should 
enable them to initiate, a form 
of association that will have a 
role in the decision-making 


No democratic system can 
be so labelled in the absence of 
an independent efficient judici- 
ary. Tne Israeli occupation 
government has ruined tne ex- 
isting systenv almost complete- 
ly. It has to be not only recon- 
structed but also unified. Gaza 
has inherited virtually all man- 
datory legislation that was in 
force in Palestine during the 
British Mandate, while the 
West Bank inherited a mixture 
of Palestinian laws and Jorda- 
nian laws. Even the judiciaries 
in each part have a different set 
up ana must be realigned. 
There are not enough courts, 
or what remains there- 
of, to handle disputes and a 
significant work load. There 
are eight magistrate's courts, 
three courts of .first instance 
and one court of appeals in the 
West Bank. The Court of 
Cassation and the High Court 
of Justice were abolished 'by 
the Israeli military govern- 
ment. In the Gaza area there 
are four magistrate's courts, 
one district court and a high 
court. 

The jurisdiction of these 
courts has been continuously 
marginalised by the occupying 
power, hence the judiciary has 
lost expertise in litigation and 
interpreting; the relevant laws. 
The abolition of the Court of 
Cassation has deprived the 
judiciary from a significant 


roie in tne aeosion-maEing 
processes. The input of skilled 
associations is an essential ing- 
redient in the dedson-makme 


source of jurisprudence. 

The PLO leadership bears, 


process. Such partidpation 
render decisions to be autl 


genuine elections which shall 
be by universal and equal sec- 
ret vote or by equivalent free 
voting procedures." 


A- Elections 

The Declaration of Princi- 
ples provides for elections in 
the occupied territory so that 
the Palestinian people “may 
govern themselves according 
to democratic prinriples". It 
provides that such elections 
should be “direct, free and 
general" and be held under 
agreed supervision and inter- 
national observation, and the 
“Palestinian police will ensure 
public order". Annex I, deal- 
ing with the mode and condi- 
tions of elections, stipulates 
that the two parties will agree 
on how the Jerusalemites will 
partidpale in the election pro- 
cess, agree on the system of, 
elections, agree on the mode of 
agreed supervision and inter- 
national observation and agree 
on the rules and regulations 
regarding campaigning. 


render decisions to be author- 
itative and sanctioned by qual- 
ified, competent expertise. 

How would the community 
view the construction projects 
envisaged in the Palestinian 
plan for development if not 
well identified by qualified 
planners and engineers, priced 
by competent quantity sur- 
veyors, supervised by experi- 
enced management consul- 
tants, financed by seasoned 
bankers and drafted by spetiai- 


along with the Palestinian 
lawyers, special responsibility 
in this regard. The unification 
of the laws, the judiciary system 
and the rehabilitation of the 
judges and lawyers are im- 
mediate challenges that have 
to be reckoned with. A high 
judicial council should be 
urgently established, to be 
manned by well-established, 
judges and senior attorneys 


who have practised under both 
Jordanian/Egyptian and Israeli 


I by spetiai- 


regimes. The council should 
have its own autonomy to be 
able to perform its tasks and. to' 
set the stage for developing, 
into becoming the judicial 


feed lawyers? What are the branch of the government of 
community expectations of a the state-in-the-making. 
health plan if not prepared by 

phyacians_and public health IV- Recommendations 

The Palestinians have a Ion 


experts? The same applies to 
the judiciary and the legal pro- 
fession, to accountants and 
economists, to education, to 
taxes, to children care, human 
rights etc. All professions 
shonld organise their resoec- 


i nc raiesmuans nave a long 
experience in facing chal- 


The International Con- 
venant on Civil and Political 
Rights provides that "Every 
citizen shall have the right and 
the opportunity,... take part in 
the conduct of public affairs, 
directly or through freely 
chosen representatives, to vote 
and to be elected at genuine 
periodic elections...”. The In- 
ternational Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of 
Rada] Discrimination asserts 
the same right of free choice in 
electing one’s government. 
The Convention on the Eli- 
mination of All Forms of Dis- 
crimination against Women 
dictates that women should be 
treated on equal footing with 
men in ail aspects, including 
the right: 

a) to vote in all elections and 
public referenda and to be 
eligible for election to all pub- 
licly elected bodies; 

b) to partidpare in the for- 
mulation of government policy 
and the implementation 
thereof... 

These women's political 
rights have been further up- 
held in the Convention on tne 
Political Rights of Women. 


It is to be noted that there is 
no obligation on- Israel, for 


ngnts etc. ah professions 
should organise their respec- 
tive members and the lead- 
ership should allow them to 
participate at the widest level 
possible, in influencing deci- 
sion-making and implementa- 
tion. 

Each professional group 
should be invited to a broad- 
based conference to be held 
under the auspices of the PLO. 
The conference should be able 


example, to repeal the Military J° freely elect its advfeoiy 
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Orders that prohibit or restrict 
free assembly, assoriation. 


campaigning. Neither does 
Israel undertake to release ab- 
out twelve thousand political 
prisoners to partidpate in the 
elections. Israel is not obliged 
under the declaration to re- 
lease all information on the 


population registration re- 
cords. Above all, there is abso- 


lutely no reference to human 
rights standards in conducting 
elections. 


board, executive committee, 
sub-committees and secretar- 
iat. The conference will adopt 
its own basic documents and 
regulations. The PLO lead- 
ership will provide the political 
Linkage 1 , between that profes- 
sional association! and the cen- 
tres of decision-making. No 
decision shall be adopted in 
any area of activity without the 
prior input of the professional 
association concerned that has 
an interest in that area. 


lenjges, the most recent of 
which was the Zionist conquest 
of their homeland. The new 
declaration has brought for- 
ward a very serious challenge. 
Palestinians are better off not 
fighting it or succumbing to its 
dictates. It is an irreversible 
event supported by the major 
powers. Tne Palestinians’- best 
option is not to fell victim to 
this challenge,- but rather to 
build up their institutions, 
which will enable them to 
make the best of it. 

One prescription for a safe 
exit from this tunnel is to 
guarantee the widest possible 
participation of Palestinians 
and to establish popular 
sovereignty. This concept is 
firmly established in interna- 
tional human rights docu- 
ments. By utilising this system, 
the Palestinians may be able 
not only to accomplish their 
claim to self-determination but 
also to accomplish their claim 
to self-development; In the 


The various human rights 
instruments cited above do call 
for free, genuine and periodic 
elections. Admittedly, these 
terms vary from one situation 
to another and they could be 
interpreted differently. In the 
Palestinian context, to safe- 
guard free, genuine and 
periodic elections, an indepen- 
dent international supervision 
is a prerequisite. The Palesti- 
nian community should be en- 
abled to send cq die elected 
council real representatives 
who can genuinely express 
their expectations. These ex- 
pectations could be thwarted 


C- Control and 
accountability 

It is elementary to state that 
no system of management can 
accomplish its desired objec- 
tives without being subject to 
an adequate machinary of con- 
trol and accountability. All 
decisions, whether they are at 
the stage of formulation or at 
the level of implementation, 
should conform with commun- 
ity expectations. This neces- 
sarily requires informed public 
opinion which, in turn, re- 
quires a system of information 
gathering and dissemination. 


prevailing circumstances in the 
occupied Palestinian lerritrnrv. 


occupied Palestinian territory,, 
it would not be sufficient or 
satisfying to reach' the stage of 
self-determination if it . were, 
not firmly based on developed' 
institutions that would enable 
Palestinians to share in the 
production of community 
value and to share in their, 
equitable distribution,. 


The writer is a legal expat 
working at the Washington-, 
based Centre for Policy A nnly - 
as on Palestine and, for some 
time, advisor ro the Palestinian 
peace delegation. He contri- 
buted tins article to the Jordan 
Times. 
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Where does children’s criminal responsibility start? 


By Waleed Sadi 


LUCE ALL other peoples, Jordanians were shocked and 
alarmed when British and international press reported a few 
Ei’lfj 18 ?!!!“ Bulger, a two-year-oldtoddler, was 
brutally murdered by two ten-year-old boys whose identity 
1**® se™ “nul they were convicted and sentenced to 

A^ b ° ? TW0 , weeks a £° by a court in Preston, 
England. At the time of sentencing, the two bo vs Robert 

ITwmson and Job Venables, foeywere ^yX’en Tbe 
details about how they lured the toddler away from his mother 
1? a L, '5w P 2°- shopping mall and then bludgeoned him to 
bncks and a heavy metal bar and left him on a 
railway line where he was severed into two naturally arose the 
anger and disbelief of not only the British people but also the 
rest of mankind. 

.From a Jordanian and human rights perspective, the finding 
of criminal responsibility and sentencing the two children to 
detention was also disturbing. Jordanian laws on criminal 
responsibility of children less than thirteen years old are so 


progressive that they are the envy of more advanced nations of 
the world. The Jordanian Law on Juveniles effectively 
exempts children till the age of twelve from c riminal responsi- 
bility by virtue of the fact that they cannot be sentenced to 
even short periods of imprisonment, much less to a more 
serous punishment, Tins is true no msrftw tow serious is the offence 
with which (hey may be charged^ 

Human Rights File 

For us Jordanians, therefore, finding children at the tender 
age of ten bold criminally responsible and convictable is 
puzzling, to say the least Not that the brutal murder of toddler 
James Bulger is not shocking and disturbing! Far from it. The 
very young child has a right to life that not even innocent 
children may deprive him of. 

The disclosure that one of the two boys. Job Venables, 
might have seen a violent video rented by his father prior to 
the commission of his terrible crime, adds a new dimension to 
the case and should turn the finger of accusation away from 
the children, first to their parents, for exposing their children 


to films of violence and crime and second to the society and 
governments for allowing the production and screening of such 
wicked visual presentation of crime and violence. Against this 
backdrop, it is the British society and the British government 
that are the true and ultimate culprits for interpreting freedom 
of thought and publication so liberally and irresponsibly as to 
facilitate the execution of crimes even by children. 

No one can .convince me that Thomson and Venables are 
criminally responsible for their deeds when their environment 
exposed them so early in their formative years to crime. It is 
the British gn m - nn wnt and the British mores and new te nd e n c ie s that 
should have been “prosecuted" for the acts of the two boys. 
The family of the murdered toddler would be well advised to 
take the authorities to court for the crime that was perpetrated 
by the two children and bold them accountable. 

From the human rights perspective, as conceived bv the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the two basic, 
legally binding instruments that emanated from it, there 
appears to be, on the surface, beniigri silence on bow to treat 
children at the age of ten when they commit a crime. The 
declaration itself speaks of extending protection to children. 


The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR) also speaks of protecting children and stipulates that 
capital punishment cannot be applied on persons less than 18 
years old. The International Convention on the Right of foe 
Child stipulates the same thing. On the surface, there appears 
to be litue said about criminal responsibility as far as children 
are concerned. Yet, a more liberal construction of these 
internationally codified principles would call for an effective 
protection of children. And when one speaks of protection, 
one has got to be thinking in terms of protecting children from 
violence and crime as a group of human beings who are most 
vulnerable to exploitation and abuse. This is where hum an 
rights and the more enlightened attitude towards children 
meet and coincide. 

As a human rights activist on the international arena, I 
would readily conclude that children as young as ten cannot be 
held criminally accountable. Rather, I would conclude that the 
protection that children are entitled to under the relevant 
human rights treaties and conventions should include protec- 
tion from crime and violence, especially of the kind Job 
Venables was subjected to by his own rather. 


Vote of confidence session 


(Continued from page 3) 

is to end this awkward situa- 
tion by charging the squatters a 
reasonable price for the land 
they seized and end the 
problem. 

I demand that the govern- 
ment re-examine the Election 
Law with a view to introducing 
an amendment allowing large 
districts like the Amman Fifth 
District to be split into two or 
more districts and to assign one 
seat in parliament for each 
sub-district." 

Badr Riuti 

(Maau District) (Mamie Action 
Front ■— IAF) 

His Majesty King Hussein has 
wanted free and democratic 
elections, but the govern- 
ment’s practices before and 
during the election process 
shed doubts on the integrity of 
the elections. 

This creates fears about the 
fate and future of the democra- 
tic process in our country. 
Anb-democratic practices by 
the government include dis- 
solving parliament before the 
mid of its mandate and the 
introduction of the one-per- 
son, one-vote law after the 
absenting of the legislative 
power, the 11th parliament. 
This law had a dear impact on 
the national unity, since it en- 
hanced sectarianism and tribal- 
ism against which Prophet 
Mo hamma d bad warned. 

Regarding the government’s 
neutrality and integrity in elec- 
tions, people in my district 
believe integrity and honesty 
were lacking. 

The government practices 
indude the transfer or certain 
employees at a time when 
senior officials were putting 
pressure oh certain leaders to 
support certain candidates 
rather than others under the 
pretext that the ones they were 
lobbying for will serve the in- 
terest of the country. They also 
indude the arrest of some 
candidates and their suppor- 
ters, while providing all the 
necessary facilities for other 
people and denying others 
these facilities. 

Therefore, I call for recon- 
sidering all administrative and 
legal procedures governing 
registration, polling and vote- 
counting and propose that the 
whole Section process be en- 
trusted to the judiciary which is 
a neutral body. I take this 
opportunity to thank the 
Jordanian armed forces and 
the military intelligence de- 
partment for taking a neutral 
stand in the election process in 
my district. 

The settlement march, in- 
correctly called the peace 
inarch, is not but a subjugation 
.to the greeds of the aggressors, 
and a recognition on our part 
of the legitimacy of its. aggres- 
sion and occupation of our 
holiest shrines after Mecca and 
Medina. This is a prelude to 
controlling our economy, 
wealth, water and natural re- 
sources, thus achieving its old 
new dream of establishing 
Greater Israel, from the Eup- 


hrates to the Nfle. 

Peace in Islam does not 
mean the surrender and aban- 
donment of the land. 

Holding the Palestine li- 
beration Organisation (FLO ) 
responsible for the settlement 
does not relieve us from the 
responsibility. 

I urge toe government to 
reconsider its information poli- 
cy in line with oar faith, cul- 
ture, traditions and norms. 
Observers of the government’s 
information policy will find 
that it tends ror normalisation 
of relations with the enemy by 
ignoring the activities of the 
intifada or the news of the 
expellees, still in Marj AI 
Ziihour in Sooth Lebanon. 

Fawwaz Zon’bi 
(Ramtha District) (NAF) 

“In light of the government’s 
response, I will decide on 
whether to give or deny the 
it a vote of confi- 


We find that the Speech 
from the Throne, which the 
government considered as its 
policy statement, constitutes a 
real and serious start for a 
responsible political attitude 
.... but we advise the govern- 
ment, in these difficult and 
crucial circumstances, to talk 
less and act more. 

Protecting the environment 
and providing security and 
health are national duties 
guaranteed by the Constitu- 
tion. ■ ■ 

We call on the government 
to put an end to the moody 
policy. We also demand the 
government restore the lands 
confiscated in 1967 by the Jor- 
dan Valley Authority to build 
KhaJed Ben Wahd Dam as well 
as the lands that the Armed 
Forces seized in Umm Qais or 
to compensate their owners." 

Abdul M^jid Al Azzam 
(Irbid District) (NAF) 

I hope that the government 
will adhere to the Speech from 
the Throne to the 12th Parlia- 
ment. upon which the govern- 
ment sought a vote of confi- 
dence from the Lower House. 

We all agree that His Majes- 
ty King Hussein enjoys the 
wisdom, astuteness and a uni- 
que status among world lead- 
ers. that all made him tbe focus 
of attention that in turn won 
Jordan a special place worl- 
dwide. 

I call on tbe government to 
take the necessary steps to 
alleviate poverty and unem- 
ployment, which are responsi- 
ble for the continuous suffering 
of big segments of the society. 
To achieve this I suggest that 
the Zakat fond and its commit- 
tees be activated and that the 
role of the Development and 
Employment Fund be acti- 
vated. 

I also call on tbe government 
to fairly distribute the various 
development projects through- 
out Jordan, taking into consid- 
eration population density. 

I urge the government to 
cover all sectors of society with 
social security. 

I hope the government will 


King, Arafat hold talks 


(Continued from page 1) 

But he is said to be con- 
cerned that an agreement with 
Jordan could be used by the 
Israelis to limit Palestinian 
prospects for a future total 
sovereignty. 

“The FLO should not be 
worried about that,” said one 
Jordanian official. ‘The princi- 
ples in the joint Jordanian- 
Palestioiaa agreement leaves 
tbe door open for different 
scenarios for the future bilater- 
al relationship and it does not 
bloc Palestinian sovereignty." 

Mr. Arafat has come under 
considerable pressure from his 
colleagues and the Palestinian 
business community to reacti- 
vate dose coordination with 
Jordan. 

He was specifically criticised 
for drawing doser to Egypt 
and giving priority to his agree- 
ment with Israel at the expense 
of Jordan. ; 

Some of Arafat's aides re- 
fuse fins criticism saying that 


Mr. Arafat has to ensure 
Israel’s unequivocal recogni- 
tion of foe Palestinians as 
sovereign entity before binding 
himse lf with any agreement 
that could be exploited by 
Israel to evade Palestinian in- 
dependence. 

According to the draft eco- 
nomic agreement, the Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) will 
regulate the monetaiy poKcies 
while the Jordanian dinar will 
be the official currency. 

The agreement also involves 
raising the trade exchange to a 
minim um of $300 million in foe 
first year — after the inaugura- 
tion of Palestinian self-rule — 
and setting up a joint free zone 
in the Jordan Valley area. 

In a memorandum submit- 
ted to Mr. Arafat, a number of 
leading Palestinian investors 
urged the PLO Chairman to 
take practical steps to consoli- 
date economic cooperation 
with Arab countries, particu- 
larly Jordan, to prevent con- 
tinued Israeli control of the 
Palestinian economy- 


pro vide offices for deputies, 
each in his governors te to 
facilitate their work. 

Abdul Hadi Majaii 
(Karak District) (NAF) 

“Now that we have won the 
confidence of our people and 
have taken our seats in Parlia- 
ment, we as deputies should 
justify their confidence in us 
and put into practice the mean- 
ings of democracy and fight off 
all forms of corruption and 
injustice. 

The government policy 
statement encompasses various 
issues of concern to the Jorda- 
nian people and one which 
reflects tbe King's concern 
over safeguarding national uni- 
ty and ensuring further prog- 
ress and development. 

As deputies we ought to 
interact with tbe various issues, 
taking lessons from past ex- 
periences and considering the 
challenges of the coming stage 
so that we can avoid negative 
aspects in our democratic 
march. 

We believe that in a demo- 
cracy there must be an opposi- 
tion in parliament, one that 
can diagnose any shortcomings 
and failures, in the application 
of laws, pinpoint weaknesses 
and help solve problems. 

I urge the government to 

S 've special attention to the 
ss developed and less fortun- 
ate districts and help them to 
develop and catch up with the 
other areas. 

I suggest that the govern- 
ment allocate a portion of the 
profits of foe major industrial 
projects in Jordan to help im- 
prove the living conditions of 
the less developed regions by 
initiating income-generating 
projects and urging local 
societies and institutions to 
stimulate their activities and 
carry out social and economic 
projects.. 

Concerning public adminis- 
tration development, I suggest 
that the government formulate 
job descriptions for em- 
ployees, a practice that is 
bound to reduce the number of 
surolus employees. Unless this 
is done, there can be no way of 
reforming the public adminis- 
tration system in Jordan. 

We support the policy state- 
ment in which the government 
pledges to apply the decentra- 
lisation policy, reduce external 
debts and work to achieve a 
just and comprehensive peace 
and also to continue support- 
ing the Palestinian people and 
respecting their independent 
decisions. 

We demand that the govern- 
ment promote ex rracurricu la 
activity in the educational sys- 
tem so that it can encourage 
talented students towards crea- 
tive work. The government 
ought to encourage art. sports, 
sculpture and other forms of 
extracurricula programme." 

Nawwaf Qadi 
(Northern Bedouins) (JNF) 
“This government is from 
the people and to the people... 
and it wasn't exported. 

Its members possess the ex- 
perience and the knowledge. 

We have sons and daughters 
in our district who have 
obtained university degrees 
but who are unemployed, 
while many of their brothers 
who come from other govemo- 
rates take jobs at the Ministry 
of Education and other gov- 
ernment institutions... we 
hope that the government 
would look seriously into the 
conditions of these people. 

We demand the government 
give priority of employment at 
Al al Bait University to the 
Mafraq govemorate. especially 
in the administrative posts as it 
is the case at Mu'ta and Yar- 
mouk universities. 

I wish the government would 
adopt a plan for the state- 
owned lands in the Jordanian 
desert and dig wells there. I 
hope they will give these lands 
to our sons wirhout exception. 

. Mohammad Odeh Njadat 
(Southern Bedouins) (JNFl 
"My pi>sition on the confi- 
dence vote depends on the 
government reaction to the de- 
mands of my front: 

1 J Consulting the parties and 


the parliamentary blocs from 
time to time on various politic- 
al development. 

2) Consulting tbe parties and' 
the parliamentary blocs when 
conducting a government 
reshuffle (and not as the case 
was in the last government) to 
deepen democratic principles 
and political pluralism. 

3) Achieving justice in 
appointments depending on 
geographical distribution, 
qualification and normal prom- 
otion and not on sectarian, 
personal or party affiliations. 

4) Formulating a modem 
election law that meets the 
current stage, achieves consti- 
tutional justice and avoids the 
negative aspects in the current 
law. 

I would like to point to the 
following areas which need 
special attention: 

1) Poverty and unemploy- 
ment. 

2) The 93-97 development 
plan, which needs to concen- 
trate more on rural and badia 
regions which cover 80 per cent 
of the Kingdom's area. 

3) Strengthening the Armed 
Forces and giving retired army 
personnel more benefits espe- 
cially by backing the Jordan 
Economic and Social Orga- 
nisation for Retired Ser- 
vicemen. 

I ask the government to con- 
tinue to support and improve 
bedouin settlement projects 
and to give more attention to 
the Wadi Araba region where 
the inhabitants live in difficult 
conditions. . 

. Also, there is still a major 
deficiency in the education sec- 
tor as the badia regions lack 

S ualifled specialists because of 
te absence of incentives that 
would encourage educationists 
to come to the region." 

Hammam Sa’eed 
(Amman Fifth District) (IAF) 
“I withhold foe vote of con- 
fidence and urge my colleagues 
to do so. 

Tbe -government should not 
have hidden itself behind the 
King’s Speech from the 
Throne. It should have pre- 
sented its own policy state- 
ment 

This government, as is 
known, has been formed for 
two objectives: to conduct tbe 
elections and to continue talks 
with foe Jewish enemy. Those 
two objectives make it tran- 
sitional. 

According to tradition, a 
government that oversees elec- 
tions or dissolves parliament 
resigns. It is parliament that 
gives governments legitimacy 
not tbe other way around. 

Negotiations with the Jewish 
enemy is a result of foe Gulf 
war, which was only one step 
on the road to settlement.. 

A part of Palestine (foe 
West Bank) was part of Jordan 
and that part, according to the 
Constitution, cannot be aban- 
doned. The two banks (of the 
Jordan River have become one 
with one people and foe people 
bear foe historical, religious 
and political responsibility for 
any part of foe Kingdom that 
falls under occupation. 

This government, by signing 
an agenda (with Israel) on 


Sept. 14, has given up 
sovereignty over foe West 
Bank when it agreed to consid- 
er the bonndry between the 
two banks a border with the 
so-called Israel. 

The government was neither 
fair nor neutral in conducting 
the elections, from be ginning 
to end. Thousands of voter 
names were duplicated. 


Nader Abu Shaar 
(Irbid District) (NAF) 

“The government has started 
applying decentralisation for 
the sake of saving time and 
effort for citizens and saving 
them the trouble of 
approaching the central gov- 
ernment in Amman. But 1 say 
that such practice should go 
hand in hand with a drastic 
administrative reform encom- 
passing various government 
departments to be coupled 
with a serious effort to stimu- 
late the role of the Inspection 
and Control Bureau and to 
gram the Audit Bureau ex- 
panded powers. 

I believe that unemployment 
is one of the worst social issues 
facing the Jordanian commun- 
ity over the past few years and 
it is now estimated to be run- 
ning at foe rate of 20 per cent 
of the total workforce. 

I demand that the govern- 
ment undertake all possible 
measures to deal with this issue 
and to find appropriate solu- 
tions in cooperation with the 
private sector. 

One suggestion to the gov- 
ernment in this respect is to 
reduce the rate of non-Jorda- 
nian workers employed in the 
country and enact legislation to 
encourage investment. 

I believe that the govem- 
•meni should re-examine (he 
taxation system with a view to 
reducing the burdens on the 
citizens and raising the per 
capita income which currently 
does not exceed an average of 
SI. 000 per annum. 

( also demand that the gov- 
ernment refrain from lifting 
the subsidies on basic food 
commodities because that 
would affect the majority of 
the public in Jordan. 

I demand that the govern- 
ment conduct a study aimed at 
raising the salaries of all em- 
ployees and military personnel 
as well as pensioners, enabling 
them to cope with annual infla- 
tion and the constant increase 
in the cost of living." 

Mohammad Thuwaib 
(Amman Second District) 
(Jordanian National Front) 
(JNF) 

“It is of paramount import- 
ance that brothers view local 
and international changes logi- 
cally... and that tbe Arab per- 
formance be upgraded - to the 
level of supporting Jordanian 
overcoming its economic oises 
which have their impact on our 
social security and stability. 

Also, tbe Kingdom should 
be divided into new electoral 
constituencies according to 
dear bases that are relevant to 
the number of inhabitants and 
their representatives in Parlia- 
ment.” 


Christopher holds talks in Syria 


(Continued from page 1) 

to achieve progress on all 
tracks of foe peace process, 
which also involves Lebanon, 
Jordan and the Palestinians. 

Both sides expressed their 
commitment to achieving a just 
and comprehensive peace, a 
Foreign Ministry official said. 

Syria is demanding a full 
Israeli withdrawal from tbe 
Golan Heights. 

Israel wants frill recognition 
from Syria. 

Its foreign minister, Shimon 
Peres, who met Mr. Christ- 
opher Sunday, said the night 
before that Israel would not 
withdraw from all of the Golan 
Heights but might return part 
of me strategic plateau. 

Syria’s official daily Al 
Baath said in an editorial on 
Sunday: “What we in Syria 
want is full and total Israeli 
withdrawal from our occupied 
territories as a basic pre-condi- 
tion for achieving real peace in 
the region.” 

“Anyone who thinks Syria 
could accept anything else is 


wrong,” it said. 

Eleven rounds of talks be-' 
tween Syria and Israel in foe 
last two years have made no 
tangible progress. — 

Officials said Mr. Christ- 
opher also expressed the “de- 
sire of the United States to 
improve Syrian-U.S. ties," — 
a possible reference to a meet- 
ing between Mr. Assad and 
President Bill Clinton which 
American officials say is being 

considered. 

The United States has repe- 
atedly allied for a comprehen- 
sive peace settlement in the 
Middle East which would en- 
sure security in foe region and 
pave the way for economic 
benefits. 

Washington is also seeking a 
clear signal from Damascus 
that peace with Israel will not 
be an empty promise. 

President Clinton, in de- 
fending his economic and trade 
policies across foe world, has 
insisted that economic prosper- 
ity was foe best guarantee for 
peace. 


A 

swatch 



taPEMEMBED 



Join us on December 16th at 08:30 P.M. 
for a Swatchy X-mas Party at the 
Orthodox Club. 

Celebrate X-mas in style and enjoy music, 
dancing, games and gifts all night long 
Hosted by both Music box and 
DJ Mohannad Al Jazera. 

Be there and Have Yourself a Swatchy X-mas. 



♦ 

V~- 1 


Tickets are sold at: 

- Swatch Shop, Shmeissani 

- Music Box 

- Babiche 

- Al-Wadees 




Price/person JD 10 
inclusive of dinner & soft drinks. 


swatclin 


SOME PEOPLE DON’T 
TAKE STUDYING BY MAIL SERIOUSLY 

Some people believe that you cannot get a good education through Distance Education. Some people 
believe that because you are getting your education through a correspondence school that you donl 
have to work for your diploma or your degree. Some people confuse "phony degree mills" with 
legitimate Distance-Education Schools. If you are one of these people, don’t read any further. 

ICS is looking for people who take their education SERIOUSLY, whether attending a traditional 
college or studying by mall. We are looking for people who will apply themselves and work hard to get 
the full value of the training that ICS offers. Diplomas and Degrees are issued upon successful 
completion of a course accredited by the National Home Study Council...your guarantee of a quality 
education. If you take your education seriously and want to train for a new career or improve your job 
skills for advancement in your present job, ICS may have the right career training for you. Choose 
from 58 career courses listed below. Select the one career field you would like to train for and indicate 
that choice in the coupon beiow. Cut out this ad and mail it to ICS TODAY. We will send you a detailed 
course outline and tuition schedule by return Airmail. There is no obligation. 

SEND FOR FREE FACTS— NO OBLIGATION Z62C 


SINCE 1B90 


International Correspondence Schools, DepL FZTC3 

Ai-Khaleej Building, Olaya, P.O. Box 52796 
Riyadh 11573, Saudi Arabia Telephone: 464-9733 


ASSOCIATE IN 
SPECIALIZED BUSINESS 
DEGREE PROGRAMS 

60 Business Management 

61 Accounting 

80 Business Management 
with option in Marketing 

81 Business Management 
with option in Finance 

64 Applied Computer Science 
68 Hospitality Management 

ASSOCIATE IN 
SPECIALIZED 
TECHNOLOGY 
DEGREE PROGRAMS 

67 Electronics Technoic 
63 Civil Engineering Tecfi 

62 Mechanical Engineering Tech. 

65 Electrical Engineering Tech. 

66 industrial Engineering Tech. 


CAREER DIPLOMA PROGRAMS 


logy 

ecn. 


Get FREE Information— 
MAIL ENTIRE AD TODAY 
Write the number 
of the one career 
Uiat interests you 

PLEASE PRINT 


56 Computer Programming in BASIC 

07 U.S. High School Diploma 
02 Electronics 

05 Hotel/Reslaurant Management 

13 Professional Secretary 
35 Travel Agent 

14 Air Conditioning & Refrigeration 
59 Catering/Gourmet Cooking 

20 Medicai/Dental Office Assistant 

51 Fashion Merchandising 
33 Motorcycle Repair 

52 Surveying & Mapping 

22 Wildlife/Forestry Conservation 

47 Animal Care Specialist 
26QB Building Trades 
106 General Business 

16 Practical English 
89 Small Engine Repair 
50 Starting Your Own Business 

08 Legal Assistant 

69 Computer Programming in COBOL 

48 Computer-Assisted Bookkeeping 
42 Dressmaking & Design 

87 TV/Video Repair 
04 Auto Mechanics 
12 Interior Decorating 


18 Bookkeeping 
06 Electrician 
03 Child Day Care 
38 Personal Computer 
Specialist 

29 Police Sciences 

10 Private Security Officer 
09 Legal Secretary 
55 Diesel Mechanics 
94 Fitness & Nutrition 
85 Drafting 
26QA Architecture 
260C Machine Shop 
161 Engineering 
41 Journafism/Short 
Story Writing 
40 Photography 
70 Computer-Assisted 
Small Business MgmL 
79 Electronics Technician 

91 Cartooning 
27 Personal Computer 
Repair 

26 Teacher Aide 

30 Flora! Design 
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World Bank urges Asia 
to curb pollution now 


OPEC chief: God knows when oil prices will improve 


rtr. j BANGKOK (R) — The World 
Bank is telling the rapidly de- 
-'?<■; vdoping nations of Asia to 
.?fu f make investments, to fight en- 


nomies. energy use two to 
three times faster and the num- 
ber of vehicles two to three 
times faster. 


vj- ^vironmental pollution now or 
Snri passive bills fit the future. 

*. “We can learn from others 
and avoid the Japanese 'bub- 
ki at /hie’” when 25 per cent of that 
-ag ination’s industrial investment 
m the early 1970s had to be 

-- spent on pollution abatement. 

_ bank economist Carter Bran- 

r -K'don told reporters ia Bangkok. 
Mr. Brandon was briefing 
the press on a new World Bank 
S paper he helped write called: 

5 “Toward an environmental 

g strategy for Asia." A summary 

§ will be published Monday. 

H * “Pollution is growing several 
g times faster than the X Asian) 

S economy at large,” he said last 

S « . week. “Economic growth is 
13 cf- high- Increases in pollution are 


The cost is great. 

World Bank studies show 
that air pollution and traffic 
congestion costs $3.6 billion a 
year in Seoul, including the 
price of health care and lost 
productivity. 

The loss in Bangkok due to 
dirty air and clogged streets 
was P« as high asS3.1 billion 
a year and in Jakarta, up to 
$800 million. 

“Environmental health and 
productivity impacts cost real 
money and are not only quality 
of life issues.” Mr. Brandon 
said. 


pollution." he said. "People 
have been polluting for free.” 

Mr. Brandon said the cost of 
pollution in big Asian cities 
was nearing 10 per cent of 
urban gross domestic product 
(GDP). He put the cost of 
cleanup at one or two per cent 
of urban GDP. 

“This is a very good invest- 
ment,” he said. “Although we 
generally advocate smaller 
government, environmental 
protection is one area where 
we support stronger govern- 
ment.” 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Oil 
prices have plummetted to one 
of their lovest levels on 
OPECs history and only God 
knows when they will improve, 
the group's president was 
quoted Saturday as saying. 

Abdullah Ibn Hamad A1 
Atteyya blamed non-OPEC 
producers and swelling crude 
stocks is industrial states for 
the decline in oQ prices. 

“The official price of oil 
should be $21 but we have not 
reached even $18. We hope to 
reach that level,” Sheikh 
Atteyya, Qatar's energy and 
industry minister, told the 


Saudi magazine AI Yamama.. 

Asked whether he expects 
prices to improve following 
OPECs agreement last month 
to keep its output ceiling, he 
said: “God knows.” 


The Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) decided “to maintain 
its official output ceding of 
24 _5 milli on barrels per day for 
the six months ending in 
March. 


But oil prices have plunged 


to nearly S7 below OPECs 
benchmark of S21. 
“Unfortunately, winter has 


started and prices are still fall- 
ing.” Sheikh Atteyya said. “It 
could be because stocks in the 
industrial countries are very 
large. This is due to economic 
recession, which prompted 
them to stock more.” 

But Sheikh Atteyya. who 
has proposed a dialogue with 
non-OPEC producers, also 
blamed them. He said they 
were “taking advantage of any 
price increase to pump more 
crude and this is pushing prices 
down.” 

Sheikh Atteyya said he 
could not know when the Un- 
ited Nations would allow 


embaigo-hit Iraq to resume oil 
exports. But he warned Iraq's 
return could further depress 
prices unless it is given a fixed 
quota. 

“We have agreed to hold an 


decide how to deal with pro- 
ducers outside it,** he said fa 


emergency OPEC meeting in 
case Iraq returns.” he said. 

In his weekly economic re- 
port, Kuwaiti parliament' 
adviser Jassim Al Saadoun 
urged OPEC to chalk out a 
long-term strategy to stabilise 
the market 

“OPEC should be ready to 
sacrifice part of its market 


the report pub&bcd in the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
daily Al Khalcej Saturday. 

But he said he was pcs mis- 
tic about the group's ability to 
develop a long-term strategy 
because it bad such a poor 
track record of cooperation. 

He said Kuwait, which has 
been allocated a quota of two 
million barrels per day was the 
least affected by the price drop 
on the grounds it has assumed 


share to gradually absorb Iraq 
in a calculated manner and to 


revenues at a production rate 
of 1.8 million barrels per day 
and prices of $14 a barrel. 


He said the World Bank was 
willing to help Asian nations 
address details of price and tax 
reform, and monitor and en- 
force environmental laws. 


Ilution 
; times 
's eco- 


The World Bank is urging 
Asian nations to invest now to 
clear air and water and through 
incentives and disincentives to 
get their industries to invest 
m cleaner technologies. 

“We advocate taxes on 


Pollution-based taxes could 
generally two to 10 per cenrof 


E ublic revenues in Malaysia, 
ldonesia and Thailand “and 


EC proposes 
massive make-work 
investment programme 


China party chief hails 
top-speed market reforms 


Indonesia and Thailand “and 
still not tax pollution at the 
marginal cost of environmental 
damage incurred,” he said. 


Clinton shows concern 
for California in jobs summit 


1 LOS ANGELES (R) — Presi- 

£ Crjdent Bill Clinton staged a high- 
la ""profile jobs summit to show 
3 concern for California's lag- 

S ging economy Srturday and 

3 promised to take a new look at 

i&f^irways to expand exports of the 
state’s hign-technology goods. 

” In his eighth trip m 10 

months to a state that will be 
key to his 1996 reelection pros- 
pects, Mr. Clinton played the 
_~jole of a moderator in a discus- 
•iSEHjsion at the division of Rockwell 
International that makes the 


Space shuttle's main engine. 
California business and poli- 


} tical leaders outlined a wide 

i .array of problems — defence- 

! related layoffs, inner-city 

-> crime, snarled transportation 
{ : systems — that are making the 

» state's economy lag behind the 

; rest of the United States in 

j rebounding from recession. 

} Mr. Clinton lisrened dutiful- 

». **1y and interjected frequently. 

\ eyeglasses perched on his nose . 

1 seated before a space shuttle 

\ engine with a presidential seat 

» attached. 

J The discussion lasted for 

*_ more than three hours as more 

" than 20 speakers had their say, 

and. at one point. Motown 
Records’ representative Clar- 
ence Avant appeared to be 
Kv napping. 

It was the same kind of 
marathon talk fest that Mr. 


Ginton held on a larger scale a 
year ago in Little Rock. 
Arkansas, when he gathered 
economic experts for a summit 
before taking office. 

But he had few sweeping 
answers for the state's intract- 
able problems. which are caus- 
ing California's jobless rate to 
remain at S.6 per cent, much 
higher than the national level 
of 6.4 per cent as reported 
Friday by the government for 
the month of November. 

“We’ve learned some things 
in the last year, we've learned 
that there is no silver bullet." 
he said, meaning no miracle 
cure. 


Speaking later to Rockwell 
employees, Mr. Ginton hailed 
“clear and consistent signs of 
recovery” in the narional eco- 
nomy but said he realised that 
many Americans have not yet 
seen their own lives improve as 
a result. 


ports of U.S. restrictions based 
on fears they might be used for 
ballistic missiles and weapons 
of mass destruction. 

Mike Armstrong of Hughes 
Aircraft Corp said sanctions 
against China for violating in- 
ternational missile control 
rules had a terrible impact on 
his company. 

He said German companies 
had managed to take away 
from Hughes a contract to 
supply at least two and up to 20 
more communications satel- 
lites to China . .< deal that 
would be worth up to SI. 2 
billion and up to 5.UU0 jobs in 
southern California. 

“We build missiles. We 
build satellites. They have no- 
thing to do with each other." 
Mr. Armstrong said in a 
appealing to Mr. Clinton to 
change the sanctions . 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
European Community (EC) 
proposed an ambitious bluep- 
rint for growth and employ- 
ment here Sunday, axed on a 
six-year investment plan totall- 
ing 120 billion ECU ($122 tril- 
lion). 

The so-called white paper on 
competitiveness, growth and 
employment was endorsed by 
the (EC's) executive European 
Commission. It wtli be the 
main item at an EC leadership 
summit on Friday and 
Saturday. 

“This document is excellent. 
If it is applied properly, it will 
allow the creation of 15 million 
new jobs by the end of the 
decade,” Finance Commis- 
sioner Henning Christ- 
ophersen said. 

Masterminded by Commis- 
sion -President Jacques Delors, 
the white paper proposes job- 
creating investments in trans- 
port (high-speed road and rail) 
and energy links spanning the 
continent, plus high-tech 


is expected to peak at 11.5 per 
cent of the workforce in mid- 
1995 — nearly 20 million 
people. 

But EC policy-makers are 
worried that even a return to 
healthy economic growth will 
not create enough jobs, be- 
cause of the poor productivity 
of Europe's labour force rela- 
tive to Asia and the United 
States. 

Labour regulations and an 
expensive welfare system, fi- 
nanced largely by levies on 


emplovers, are held largely re- 
sponsible for the fact that the 
EC's economies create fewer 


‘electronic highways. 

The plan, which also extends 
to urban renewal projects, 
aims at underpinning an eco- 
nomic turn-around in the Com- 
munity, which is struggling to 
emerge from economic reces- 
sion. 

Mr. Christ ophersen said ab- 
out 60 per cent of the invest- 
ment fund?, had already been 
found in the Ec budget and the 
rest would come from special 
bond issues. 

According to latest econo- 
mic forecasts, EC economic 
growth will shrink 0.4 per cent 
this year before inching up by 
1.3 per cent next year. 

This is less than half the 
«~DWth rate needed to brake 

owing unemployment, which 


'We are moving in the right 


direction. Most Americans-., abroad but predicted he would 
have not felt it yet. but you ' have difficulties reconciling the 
can't ignore the facts that 'the need to generate more busi- 


can’t ignore the facts that the 
direction of the economy is 
good, not bad. We are coming 
back and that will benefit the 
state of California and the peo- 
ple who live here.” he said. 

One major problem that 


change the sanctions . 

Mr. Clinton said that in 
general "we’ve got to try to sell 
more” high-tech products 
abroad but predicted he would 
have difficulties reconciling the 


came up was the impact on 
California high-technology ex- 


ness in America and keeping 
control over high-tech 
weaponry. 

“I’m trying to get on top of 
this and figuring out what the 
heck to do but this is one of the 
worst dilemmas I’m dealing 
with.” Mr. Clinton said. 


jobs and more long-term un- 
employment. 

The white paper aims at cut- 
ting the employment rate in 
half by the end of the decade, 
through the creation of 15 mil- 
lion new jobs. 

It also involves holding back 
salaries, cutting government 
spending, lower social charges 
on business and controversial 
proposals for work-sharing 
through more part-time work, 
more time off and possibly a 
shorter working week. 

EC finance ministers met 


Sunday to debate an associated 
set or economic guidelines 


which could help member 
countries reach these targets. 

The guidelines will also be 
discussed at the summit, where 
EC leaders are expected to 
spotlight the danger that their 
Maastricht treaty plans for 
greater integration and a single 
currency could be torpedoed 
by growing unemployment. 

But the commission's plans 
have run into trouble because 
of the reluctance of some coun- 
tries to give national or EC 
authorities a greater role in 
economic decision-making. 


Arab Gulf shipping firm reports sharp loss 


•3 ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
j’IJ Arab World’s biggest joint 
shipping venture suffered a 
gh loss of more than $30 million in 
[£* 1992 due to currency finctua- 
jtions and a decline in freight 
||£i,*and interest rates, the com- 
tSwv-lpany has reported. 

After a record net profit of 
..$60 million in 1991, the United 
^,'Arab Shipping Company 


(UASC) lost $30.4 million last 
year, it said in its balance sheet 
obtained from its Dubai office. 

Assets also dropped by 
seven per cent to $1.12 billion 
from $1.21 billion and liabili- 
ties by 34 per cent to $112 
million from $169.8 million in 
the same period, the report 
said. 

“The loss was mainly from 


operations and was caused by 
an increase in costs and by 
other circumstances that ore- 
vailed in the market in 1992," it 
said. “Other factors indude 
the sharp fluctuation in Euro- 
pean currencies, a steady de- 
cline in interest rates ana high 
inflation rates in developing 
countries in Asia and Latin 
America.” 


UASC sources said the in- 
crease in costs of operations 
was due to a steep fall in 


ped by around 27 per cent to 
51,100 from $1,500. Rates on 


freight rates caused by growing 
competition among shipping 


competition among shipping 
lines. 

Rates on cargo from the 
United States to the Gulf fell 
by nearly 20per cent to $2,000 
from $2,800 per container 
while those from Europe dip- 


51, 100 from 51,500. Rates on 
containers bound for Europe 
also plnnged by more than 30 
per cent. 

UASC and nine other world 
shipping firms decided last 
month to bike rates by $150 on 
20-foot containers and 5300 on 
40-foot containers destined for 
or 'coming from the Far East. 


BEUING (R) — Communist 
Party chief Jiang Zemin has 
given full blessing to rejuvenat- 
ing speedy market reforms, 
dosing the books on five 
months of fiscal retrenchment 
and hailing a new phase of 
aggressive economy-building. 

“China is in for a critical 
historical period,” Mr. Jiang 
said at the close of a national 
conference on the economy. 
“Nineteen ninety-four will be a 
year of great importance in 
accelerating reform and open- 
ing up and maintaining sustain- 
able, fast and healthier de- 
velopment of the national eco- 
nomy. 

“The domestic situation has 
provided a golden and favour- 
able opportunity and every- 
thing must be done to seize it," 
Mr. Jiang said in a speech 
given Saturday and reported 
by most major offidal news- 
papers Sunday. 

Mr. Jiang's order to hasten 
market reforms was the latest 
signal that China is scrapping a 
retrenchment programme 
adopted in July as the sizzling 
was radng toward a feared 
meltdown. 

Vice Premier Zhu Rongji, 
the erstwhile “economic supre- 
mo” who piloted the retrench- 
ment, has stumbled from the 
reform limelight and has been' 
dted only as chainnan of the 
meeting. 

Mr. . Zhu’s . clampflown on 
credit and recall of unproduc- 
tive state loans did slow prop- 
erty and stock speculation, but 
barely trimmed one percentage 
point from July’s annual 
growth rate. 

Mr. Jiang heralded the Com- 
munist Party’s apparent belief 
that year upon year of double- 
digit gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth is benefirial and 
sustainable despite Chinese 
and foreign economists' warn- 
ings. 

“China’s national economy 
has for two consecutive years 
maintained a growth rate of 13 
per cent, with good agricultu- 
ral harvests, rapid develop- 
ment of industry, prosperity of 
the domestic market, increase 
of people's incomes and con- 
tinuing improvement of peo- 
ple’s living standards,” Mr. 
Jiang said. “China’s financial 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


HERE'S THE WORLD WAR I 
FLYIN6 ACE SITTING IN A 
SMALL FRENCH CAFE.. 
THE WAR DRAGS ON... 
HE 15 DEPRESSED.. 



CHARLE5, YOUR 
DOS IS IN OUR 
KITCHEN AGAIN 
DRINKING ALL 
OUR ROOT SEER.. 


6ENERAL PERSHING 
5AY5 FOR YOU TO 
GET BACK TO THE 
AERODROME RIGHT 
AWAY.. 




liiipii 


Andy Capp 



‘How can I forgive and forget when 
forgiving makes me remember 
what I want to forget?? 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

$ by Httnri Arnold and Mika ArgMon 


Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter lo each square, to torm 
(Our ordinary words. 


Better get out o! those wet 
clothes when you get back, sire 









jtelflpf 




Now arrange the carded letters to 
torm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


(Answers tomorrow) 
POCKET PENMAN 


Yesterday's | GUARO MIDGE POCKET PENMAT 

I Answer What the tennis player did atter a bad call — 
MADE A RACKET 


situation is becoming healthier 
and the over-heated capital in- 
vestment has begun to slow 
down.” 

Mr. Jiang said work toward 
a modern legal system and 
campaigns against corruption 
had eased concerns of fore- 
igners, and their huge invest- 
ments were validation of high- 
speed development. 

“Foreign businessmen are 
enthusiastic about investing in 
China,” said Mr. Jiang, who is 
also state president and head 
of the Central Military Com- 
mission. 

Mr. Jiang's remarks fol- 
lowed a similarly bullish appeal 
from the year far more cau- 
tious premier, Li Peng, who 
only last year was preaching 
the virtues of holding annual 
growth at six per cent. 

“Keeping the economy on a 
fast and healthy track remains 
China's top priority,” Mr. Li 
told the same conference, con- 
vened to assess the Communist 


Party's push' to establish a 
“socialist market economy,” 
before 1995. 

Mr. Jiang and Mr. Li have 
now formally aligned them- 
selves with the high-growth 
policies believed to reflect the 


wishes of Deng Xiaoping, Chi- 
na's 89-year-old patriarch. 


Many experts fear they are 
playing with fire. 


World Bank economist Hwa 
Erh- Cheng warned last week 
that China is growing too fast 
and courting new rounds of 
inflation, the politically des- 
tabilising menace that helped 
the communists overthrow the 
nationalists in 1949. 


“The growth in the issue of 
money is still too high.” Mr, 
Hwa wrote. “The fall in the 
rate of inflation cannot be con- 
sidered large. The trade ba- 
lance continues to worsen. At 
the end of September, the in- 
flationary pressure remained 
very high. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY DECEMBER 6, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righier Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Don't cast any plan for today in 
concrete for with the Moon 
squaring the Sun and Mars it is 
more than likely that the people 
your dealing with will be quarrel- 
some, irritable, impulsive ‘and! 
self-indulgent. ’ * 

ARIES: (Match 21 to April 19) 
Don't allow a restlessness to pos- 
sess you so you go off on a 
tangent but direct it mio private 
channel where you can build a 
better life for yourself. 


volved in home coalitions that 
arc upsetting to you. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Whatever you have in - 
mind where your work is con- 


cerned is very good so be stead- 
fust at it and don't go naming 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You find it possible to get 
annoyed with a good friend un- 
less you are careful for later this 
person will be right one to aid 
you gain a desire. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You can lessen the good opinion 
of those in power if you act in 
any sort of rebellious manner 
and later you find self-control 
pays off dividends. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Going off to some new 
interest because it seems glamor- 
ous can make you lose out on a 
long worked for desire so stick to 
original course. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
want to get out from under an 
obligation that has been good for 
you but you would make a mis- 
take to do so for old aims are 
best in the long run. 


around seeking new outlets. . 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You have all 
kinds of desires to spend far 
more than you can afford on 
some temporary pleasure but la- 
ter simple amusements would 
suit you be Oct 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Matters at Your 
residence can be discouraging 
early but don’t take problems 
there seriously and events soon 
take a decided turn for the 
.better. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) It is important you 
use care on the highway and 
motion in anyway in tnc morning 
while later you find you can 
make headway with routine 
duties. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Take some time out 


to analyse where you are headed 
financially instead of yielding to 


VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Consider well the various 


options you have with outside 
contacts instead of getting in- 


an urge to spend more than you 
can afford and you get added 
security. 

PISCES: (February’ 20 to March 
20) You feel you are imposed 
upon beyond the limit of your 
endurance but light is just 
around the corner so keep cheer- 
ful and all works out fine later. 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Bernice Gordon 


ACROSS 
i Parlor piece 
5 "The Roman 
Censor" 

9 Not quite dosed 
13 Accustom 

15 Comply with 

16 Rio — . Atr. 

17 Bert. Karl. Ned 

20 Set m action 

21 Comda Cheer 

22 Co ns true Don 
machinery 

25 Men of La 
Mancha 
27 Layer 
2B TV network 

31 Apply bmmeni 

32 Ampersand 

33 Author Nevil 
35 Polar explorer 

Amundsen 
39 Alice. Danny, 
Martha Dennis 

42 Famous bovine 

43 Window 
proiection 

44 A Gardner 

45 Privileges- abbr 

47 Bird's biH 

46 Ms Markey 
49 Opposes 

Strongly 
53 Spelling and 
Burr 

55 Horse or cow 
start 

56 Drapenes 

59 John. Jessica. 
WC 

64 Suit 10 — — 

65 Ot an age 

66 George 
Pepparos 
group 

67 Pro — 

68 Like a garden at 
sunrise 

69 Writer Gale 



S '*~' ne 

»» R=qr>t> Rotoiwu 


DOWN 

1 Use a straw 

2 Three — match 

3 Ch>ncmlla. e g 

4 Actor Alan 

5 Josepn s pnde 

6 Diu-- r 


> — leaguer 

8 Seafood item 

9 Doctors' gp 

10 Panel memoer 

1 1 Pan ol the teg 
(2 Increases m 

volume 

14 Laboror of yore 

18 VKAmst Elman 

19 Want 

25 Rub me wrong 
way 

23 Of me kidneys 

24 WHiiams and 
Gibb 

26 Reed 

29 Purchasos 

30 Mug 

33 incomplete 

34 E.S G lumo 

36 Herst’t s 
fictional town 

37 Actress Linda 

38 Pairs 

40 Leprechaun 
land 

41 Nan York city 


Yesterday^ Puzzle Solved: 


Hronnn 

nnnn hctfih nniwici 

0BD BSnn Bnnn 
non nnnnn nmnn 
HHgnEnnmwnnraruriu 
nnupi nnnnn ranu 

hdq cinnn nnnnni 

nnnn nnnri 

Runn nniin 

nucinn_onnn nnnn 


' Sau 
limitation 
! Acting award 
I — retreat (ttoflt 
Ms Rano 
I Type of drum 
‘ Turkish title 


S7N«*i 
Sfiin»taiy way 
WGoddflaa Lot 

61 Recent: pnrf. 

62 Rather • 

63 Musical 
Sumac 
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1(1,010 
»,l» 
si. 10 a 
10.40} 
T.M3 
3.5U 
4.331 
IBS. ova 
7.800 
19 1 390 
4.76J 

а. boo 

13. SCO 

U4.B97 

1,816 

11,630 

1,314 

б. 000 
13.189 
3. WO 
1.656 

49.313 

16,850 

34.661 

10,739 

1.767 

60,076 

58.000 

115 

3,150 

t.454 

1.665 

56.315 

16,016 

6,000 

353 

1,180 

1,408 

930 

3,170 

616 

iw 

36.0M 

3,513 

7,619 

3.193 

16,872 


181.000 

6.120 

4.01O 

1.930 

1.970 
5.700. 

3.970 

1.560 
3.900 
4.200 

4.780 
4.500 
6.100 
1.790 
4.630 

3.340 

3.440. 

3.960 
3.310 
3. BOO 

1.650 

2.130 

3.730 

3.930 

9.730 

7.350 

8.350 
7.400 
3-000 

3.650 

2.780 
8.380 

31.000 

2.100 

10 . 000 . 

1.650 
D.4Q0 

3.560 

3.300 

6.300 

1.130 
0.380 
8. 000 
3.430 
3.160 

1.350 
5.110 


185-WO 

6.130 

1.050 

1.890 

3.960 
3.880 

2.960 
1.560 

3.900 
t.lU 
4.730 
4.400 

6.500 
if .760 
1.450 
2.390 
1.(60 
3.000 
2.190 
3.770 
1.65D 
2.100 
3.710 
3-940 
9.670 
T.25D 
a:3O0 
7.250 

2.900 
3.640 
2.740 
0.370 

14.800 
2.070 
10.000 
1.570 
0.390 
3.520 
2.190 
6.200 
1.110 
0.370 
6-000 
3.350 
J -200 
1.330 
5. LOO 


188.000 

6.120 

4.070 

1- 910 
3.990 
6.700 

2- 970 
1.6JO 

3- 900 
4. 560 
4.800 
4.400 
6.500 
1.010 
4.450 
3.380 
1.470 
3.000 
2.200 
3.770 
1.660 
3.160 
3. TOD 
2.950 
9.670 
7.340 
8.260 
1.' 350 
3.900 
3.720 
2.360 
0.370 

15.000 
2-090 

10.000 
1.570 
0-390' 
3. ESQ 
2.300 
6. 200 
1.120 
0.370 
6.050 
3.350 
3.170 
1.310 
5. 130 


TOTAL 


W. OF TRADED SHARES 18 PARALLEL HUBtl 
TRUED WUME ZB THE PARALLEL MARKET 



Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Times 

in co-operation with 
Cairo Amman Blank 


Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(November 29 - December 3, 1993) 

AMMAN — The dollar appreciated slightly against the mark 
at the end of last week in comparison to the previous week. 
Meanwhile, it depreciated a ganret s terlin g and stabilised 
against the yen. A series of positive economic reports released 
anting the week failed to spark a significant dollar rally. 

The dollar depreciated substantially against the mark and 
sterling Monday despite the release of positive October 
existing home sales figures in the U.S. The collar appreciated 
to reach 1.7181 marks, after the release of fire figures which 
revealed a rise of 3.6 per cent from September. Furthermore, 
expectations, that the Bundesbank might ease its monetary 
policy on Thursday added to the initial dollar rally. However, 
the dollar’s failure to break resistance at 1.72 marks, caused a 
wave of profittaking, which resulted in the dollar closing at its 
lowest level of the week against die mark at 1.7085 marks. On 
the other hand, the Japanese yen depredated against the 
dollar due to another decline in the Tokyo stock market. The 
dollar dosed at 109.23 yen, its highest level of the week. 

On Tuesday, the dollar appreciated against the mark in the 
shadow of newly released positive American economic re- 
ports. Consumer Confidence Index showed an increase to 71.2 
per cent in November from 60.5 per cent in October. 

Furthermore, the Chicago Purchasing Manager’s Index rose 
to 65 J per cent in November from 57 per cent in October. 
Meanwhile, sterling appreciated against the mark after the 
British government's budget for upcoming fiscal year was 
announced. The pound’s nse was attributed to the budget's 
spending cuts, winch proved larger than expected, whereas tax 
increases were below expectations. 

On Wednesday, the U.S. unit continued its appreciation 


appreciation was attributed to yet another batch of U.S. 
economic statistics. The Purchasing Manager’s Index in- 
creased to 55.7 per cent in November, from 53.5 per cent in 
October. 

Construction spending showed an increase of 2.5 per cent in 
November, after rising by 0.8 per cent in October. U.S. GDP 
for the third quarter was revised to show a rise of 2.7 per cent 
from 2.8 per cent previously announced. However; this 
revision didn’t have a major impact on the dollar in view of the 
other positive economic reports. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. trade data for the third quarter showed 
a rise in the trade deficit to $36.3 billion. On the other hand, 
the yen appreciated against die dollar in response to a rise in 
Tokyo stock prices. Tne dollar, thus ended at 1.7238 marks 
and 108.80 yen, while sterling ended at 1.4780 dollars. 

The dollar retreated against the mark and sterling Thursday 
due to position adjustments, despite positive expectations 
about the U.S. employment report which was due to be 
released the next day. 

The dollar continued its depredation against the mark 
Friday despite the release of encouraging U.S. employment 
data for November. The dollar was reported to have appreci- 
ated against the mark following the release of this report to 
reach 1.7290 mark. The dollar’s retreat later in the day was 
attributed to the fact the employment data was largely within 
expectations,- which caused many dealers to liquidate their 



October’s figures were revised negatively to show a rise of 
147,000, instead of the 177,000 increase previously declared. 
In the meantime, another set of report was released that day. 
It included U.S. leading indicator figures, which revealed a 
rise of 0.5 per cent in October. Factory orders which rose by 
1.2 per cent, in October and bousing completions, which 
jumped by 6.2 per cent over the same month. 

Euro- Currency Interest Races 
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Arab Bank tops private Arab banks in volume of assets 

World’s Arab banks increase net profit by 50 per cent 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Arab bank- 
ing sector had an overall ba- 
lance sheet total of about 
$526.5 billion at the end of 
1992. 18.5 per cent above 
the figure posted in 1991, a 
study by the Union of Arab 
Banks shows. 

The study, a summary of 
which was made available to 
the Jordan Times Saturday, 
also shows that all the Arab 
banks had collectively in- 
creased net profit by 50 per 
cent, having recorded a total of 
nearly $6 billion at the end of 
1992. 

Cash in hand and at banks 
increased by 46.4 per cent be- 
tween 1991 and 1992 and, as a 
result, Arab banks consoli- 
dated their liquidity to an aver- 
age of 31.8 per cent in 1992, 
compared to 30.8 per cent in 
1991, foe study pointed out. 

According to the study .the 
Arab banking sector repatri- 
ated more than $5 J billion of 
external assets whicb were 
channelled overseas during foe 
Gulf crisis and,' consequently, 
brought up foe total of assets 
to about $80 billion at foe end 
of last year. 

Credits extended to various 
economic activities exceeded 
$240 billion, reflecting a high 
73.5 credits to deposits ratio in 
1992 and showing a growth 
rate of 1.2 per cent over the 
amounts of credit extended in 
1991. 

The base of deposits ex- 
panded by an average 22.5 per 


Main indicators and financial ratios for the 
Arab banking 
sector for 1991 and 1992 
(Amounts in $b) 


Indicators and ratios 

1991 

1992 

1. Assets 

4443 

556.5 

2. Loans »d advances 

237.2 

210.0 

3. Deposits 

266.4 

326-3 

4. Shareholders equity 

77.7 

84.0 

5. Net profit 

4.0 

6.0 

6. Liquidity ratio (%1 

30.8 

31.8 

7. Credits/deposits ratio (%) 

89.0 

73.5 

8. Adequacy ratio (Basle) (%) 

22 J2 

20.4 

9. Profitability ratio (assets) 

0.9 

1.1 

10. Profitability ratio (equity) (%) 

5.1 

7.1 


cent, reaching approximately 
$326.3 billion in 1992, foe 
study said. 

It added that foe sharehol- 
ders' equity of the Arab banks 
rose by 8.1 per cent, reaching 
about $84 billion, in line with 
new international standards for 
capital adequacy. 

Furthermore, merg be- 
tween Arab banks have contri- 
buted, to a certain extent, to 
strengthening the financial 
standing of these banks and to 
achieving a 20.4 per cent capit- 
al adequacy ratio in 1992, high- 
er than foe internationally re- 
quired level. 

In general, the study said. 
Arab banks enjoy high profita- 
bility, exceeding: 1.1 per cent 
when measured^ to assets and 

7.1 per cent when measured to 
shareholders’ equity. In 1991, 
foe percentages were 0.9 and 

5.1 respectively. 

The remarkable progress of 


foe Arab banking sector in 
1992 was attributed by foe 
study to an Arab economic 
growth of six per cent last year 
and as keeping a tight lid on 
inflation, which did not exceed 
19.6per cent. 

“Tne economic growth has 
come as a result of most Arab 
states' continuing a compre- 
hensive reform process in foe 
economic, financial, monetary, 
commercial and investment 
structures," foe study said. 

It added: “What also contri- 
buted to the improvement of 
foe banking environment was 
foe continuation of most Arab 
monetary authorities to read- 
just the banking operations 
through reconsideration of 
laws and regulations, streng- 
thening supervision and con- 
trol, encouraging mergers and 
providing financial ^ppon." 

The study focused bn foe 
performance of foe top one 


hundred Arab banks (public 
and private), noting that they 
registered a 17.9 per cent 
growth in assets and a 16.7 per 
cent growth in profits last year. 

As such, foe top hundred 
Arab h anks had a total of $455 
billion in assets in 1992. while 
profits amounted to $4.2 b 

Other indicators which 
pointed to foe strong financial 
standings of the top banks 
were foe following ratios: Li- 
quidity: 51 S per "cent; credit 
extension: 64.5 per cent; capit- 
al adequacy: 11.1 per cent and 
profitability (top shareholders’ 
equity): 12.5 per cent. 

Of foe top hundred, 37 were 
public sector banks which co- 
vered 60.4 per cent of foe 
assets, 62.5 per cent of foe 
deposits, 61.4 per cent of the 
credits and 54.6 per cent of the 
equity. 

Perform ancewise, foe 63 pri- 
vate banks registered better 
rates of financial adequacy and 
profitability (to equity), 11.6 
per cent and 14.2 per cent 
respectively, compared to the 
public sector banks whicb post- 
ed a 10.7 per cent financial 
adequacy ratio and an 11.2 
per cent profitability ratio. 

Both categories of banks, 
which formed foe top hundred 
Arab banks, constituted 86.5 
per cent of the overall financial 
portfolio of the Arab banking 
market. 

According to foe union of 
Arab Banks, the following 
were foe top ten Arab private 
banks in terms of volume of 
assets: 

1) Arab Bank Group 


(Jordan) 

2) A1 Riyadh Bank (Saudi 
Arabia) 

3) Saudi American Bank 
(Saudi Arabia) 

4) National Bank of Kuwait 
Group (Kuwait) 

5) National Arab Bank 


6) A 1 Rajini Banking for 


(Saudi Arabia) 
ajihi 

Investment (Saudi Arabia) 

7) Dubai National Bank 
(United Arab Emirates) 

8) Abu Dhabi National 


Bank (United Arab Emirates) 

9) Gulf International Bank 
(Bahrain) 

10) Al Saudi A1 Fransi Bank 
(Saudi Arabia). 

The study compared be- 
tween foe performance of the 
top 50 Arab banks and foe top 
50 international banks and 
noted that foe first group reg- 
istered a 12.7 per cent growth 
in assets while the growth -in 
assets for foe second group was 
only 6.9 per cent. 
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Announce the arrival of dinner and teasels 

60 P c s ./ 12 Persons for 66 JD 



Jabai Amman - 2nd Circle Tel.: 641 816 - 642397 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKMG. AIR FREK3H1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

60(676 GQ4696 
po.box 7806 



The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — I 
apartments for rent. 

Abdoun 

Real 

Estate 

Tel. NO. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 



The Inn Place to be.. 




d^ozeha 

V-* Restaurant 

•Open air terrace. 

* Round table for 12-18 
guests. 

* Open 7 days a week 
Tel 613572 

2nd circle - Jabai Amman. 


'homely and intimate 


Tel. 630571 Fax. 630572 


| - Chinese , Thai, Phillipino 
Indonisian & Malaysian. Spe- 
cialities. 

, - Five Branches ALL Over The 
World And Now One In 
Amman. 

- Live Classical Music. 

- Lunch ( Special ) Every Busi- 
ness Day. 


12:00 - 3 : 30 pjn 
6:30- 11: 30p.m 



2 nd Circle. Jabai Amman 
Opposite French loaf 

Tel- 653482 


The Turino Flat. 0. Tel Festival / 

S15S93.* Swciuyeh -SU-C-" 


SUNDAY MEHOHASLlft 


MONDAY -CLASSY" COLLECTION 


TUESDAY DISCOUNT DAY 



FRIDAY FAMILY l FRIENDS 


LilT. P-.RN5 * C'.'AL.TY St-’RC VLS C 


i 


Club Rc\!tiuritW 
IIAI 1\V< 1 iMM 


Unquestionably "C/assit" ! 
Sometimes A'oistj 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRACKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS- 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 6S6 270 
PEACE BUILDING- JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 




V! 


PEKING 

RESTAURANT 

AUTHENBC CHINESE^ CUISINE 

Elegant 
Colorful 
Atmosphere^ 

Moderate 
Prices 

o&t ^ 

ShmeJsanl 
Tel 660250 
open daily, 



' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Esrate. near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbtquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00- 3: JO 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 


JE J* * « JT 

. jMmJI O h W 

2? ’ tab. 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from aU great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China 
IY tpncd by tmr 
CUduc cbc& 

• ' . - Open daily for 

lunch & dinner 

f^LUU A Tito nq uariui 

UnlNA Jabai Al Hussein 

HOUSE W-*™* 

Restaurant ^* slRd 



SZEEttWAN EARBENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical 


ie 


| QpcalLX-lXA&W-Mxbzki | 

Take away is available 

Shat AI-Arab Sheer 
Urn Uthainah Commercial Centre 

.Cnee lasted Ahmg* Lcued 


The first 8 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

TatoiwaybanHaM 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 638968 


VVVr Baakamnl 


Best Pizzas & Sandwiches 



Soft ft Alcoholic Drinks. 

Also 



AtNeGribCoBvin 
SELECT HOTEL 

./ Sdmmam, 



One visit will make yon 
a steady , we beHefdH 



Veritable Cuisine Francaise 
Live Entertainment 


’•Je 

■ r* 


Shmessani . „ 



Qc&Laurani. © Tapas 

lebel Amman. 3rd circle 
Tel. bl 50 bl 



THE 

ATMOSPHERE 

CREATORS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Opmalgftfly From 940 PH to 340 AJi 
Except Sunday Fiwn4 M PM to 3.00 AJI 
Tuesday Closed 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmekanj 



Daily Lunch 


'^HUSBnOY^ 

■ FmeDiiiiog . 


XiVtoMosiG 


Parole 


AixKnir. • Jordan Supermarket BLOC. 

-• ld !W Tel: 324677 



.. > Y > > A* ^ O v'. j*' '• V;1 


.v. 






STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop -your colour film at 
our shop and gei:- 

* JUMBO photo 

size 30% larger 

* From enJarge- 
BMHit 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Pbone: 604042 
Swcfieh tel: 823891 


The First dan Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every room-! 
“Satellite XV. Reception” 


IIAIMITEL 

|Uj<|I|Is 


Airman - Id- 668193 
P.O-Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriateeand 
Businessmen 


A Restaurant With 
Artistic fknbiance 


1 Valentino 

■ 'n m d m r 
jabai msi m i hum qiiclc 
wiwdTE the ntAaosAantn. maos 


frJSrw/l 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

RefTmm&ftT 

Special Executive Luncheon* 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12-30-330 pm 
7.30 -T1 .30 pm 

Alter the Philadelphia Hole 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel.-653519 659520 


Happy Hour 

At 

i I \ / 

From 6 tit «V [nn. 
One dri nk f ree Jo i 
each drink 

Couples Only 

r lease ca.ll fin- rcst-rval it>n v 
r c! OSVftT -U) 
Shmci- <ani-\ ,<xt t,, 

Styju Sl Struntl 
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•S. studies N. Korean response 


WASHINGTON (R) — u.S. 
officials said Saturday they 
were studying North Korea's 
response to a U.S. proposal 
aimed at resolving an esealat- 
ing_ confrontation over the 
Asian country’s nuclear capa- 
bility. 

-Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, in Israel, was 
asked if the North Korean re- 
sponse made Friday at a meet- 
ing with U.S. officials in New 
York represented progress in 
the dispute. 

“Of course, I'm at some 
distance from that, but the 
reports I have are there are 
some good things in their prop- 
osal but some difficulties and 
it’s being studied in our gov- 
ernment as to what the next 
steps would be," he said. 

A U.S. official travelling 
with Mr. Christopher who de- 
clined to be identified said the 
response was getting “mixed 
reviews.” 

The New York Times re- 
ported in Sunday editions that 
U.S. officials were divided 
over North Korea's offer be- 
cause, access would still be de- 
nied* to its two most sensitive 
sites at Yongbyon: A nuclear 
reactor and a nuclear reproces- 
sing,plant that can be used to 
separate plutonium for a nuc- 
lear- bomb. 

The.Times, quoting adminis- 
tration officials, also said a 
cabinet- level meeting had been 
scheduled for Monday to try 


and prepare a response to the 
offer. 

The Friday meeting was re- 
quested by North Korea to 
give its formal response to an 
American proposal believed to 
include an offer of diplomatic 
recognition of Pyongyang, 
trade and other measures. 

The limes said administra- 
tion officials declined to dis- 
cuss the plan but officials 
familiar with the proposal say 
it would work this way: 

— Inspectors from the Vien- 
na-based International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) would 
be given unlimited access to 
five of seven officially dis- 
closed nuclear installations. 
But these are relatively minor 
sites, the newspaper said. 

— The international moni- 
tors would not be allowed to 
conduct inspections at North 
Korea's nuclear reactor or its 
nuclear reprocessing plant, but 
the IAEA would be allowed to 
replace the film and batteries 
in cameras there. The agency 
has rejected that as insuffi- 
cient. 

— North Korea said it was 
willing to negotiate with the 
agency over greater access to 
the reactor and reprocessing 
site but did not offer anything 
specific. 

A State Department official 
said North Korea's response 
was not a simple acceptance of 
the U.S. proposal and had to 


be reviewed. 

“We are studying it. We 
worked late last night- We’re 
working today on that, and 
we'll be meeting again on 
Monday,” Robert Gallucci, 
assistant secretary of state for 
political-military affairs, said 
on CNN’s Newsmaker 
Saturday. 

“'When a conclusion is 
■ reached — and the president 
himself is focusing upon this — 
we'll decide where to go in 
consultation with our South 
Korean allies, and Japan cer- 
tainly as well,” he said. 

He declined to go into de- 
tails of the North Korean re- 
sponse except to say it was 
complex ana does refer to in- 
spections at some nuclear faci- 
lities. 

Mr. Gallucci said the United 
States has yet to get from 
North Korea its acceptance of 
the necessary safeguards on its 
nuclear programme set by the. 
International Atomic Energy 


proposed Its own package solu- 
h Washington 


Agency. 
Sei 


Senator William Cohen, a 
Republican from Maine, criti-. 
dsed North Korea. 

“I think we stand pretty 
much where we were a year 
ago. I think we have to look at 
their response with some scep- 
ticism. we seem to be getting 
some motion, but perhaps no 
movement at all,” he said. 

“The clock is ticking. Time 
is running out, and we'a better 
be prepared to have a series of 


sanctions to put inf effect in the 
event that they fail to fully 
comply,” Sen. Cohen, a Sen- 
ate Armed Services Commit- 
tee member, said on the prog- 
ramme. 

After months of negotia- 
tions. Pyongyang recently 
:d its own p 
tiori under which 
would spell out concrete eco- 
nomic, military and political 
benefits that North Korea 
would gain in return for com- 
pliance with the nuclear non- 
proliferation treaty. 

Meanwhile, a South Korean 
news agency said Seoul will 
stick ot its demand that North 
Korea should resume dialogue 
with the South before holding 
talks with Washington over its 
suspected development of nuc- 
lear weapons. 

Yonhap said Seoul consi- 
dered the North's response to a 
U.S. proposal aimed at resolv- 
ing the row was insufficient 
because it failed to express 
willingness to reopen dialogue 
with the South, suspended last 
month. 

The Clinton administration 
has offered to renew high-level 
talks with North Korea only 
after two conditions are met: 
The resumption of inspections 
of the North's suspected nuc- 
lear sites by the IAEA and the 
opening of talks between the 
two Koreas on the creation of a 
nuclear-free Korean peninsula. 


Fate of neo-fascism hangs on Italian vote 


ROME (R) — Italians voted 
Sunday in local elections that 
will' decide whether neo-fas- 
cists. stand a chance of return- 
ing to power half a century 
after the wartime collapse of 
dictator Benito Mussolini and 
his jackbooted black shirts. 

Police headquarters ordered 
security forces out Sunday 
night' ‘to guard against any un- 
rest 'when the outcome of the 
race, between the neo-fascists 
and /rile left becomes known 
soon , after polls close at 10 
p-nu-plOO GMT). 

A ' police spokesman said 
Rome's old Jewish ghetto, the 
headquarters of political par- 
tigs and the offices of the news- 
papers’ that took sides most 



fervently in the election cam- 
paign would be kept under 
close surveillance. 

“We will have squads of riot 
police ready to intervene at 
short notice in case of spon- 
taneous demonstrations.” he 
said. 

Eight million Italians were 
able-io vote to choose 129 city 
councils, but the eyes of the' 
world are on Naples and 
Rome. 

The neo-fascists MSI (Italian 
Social Movement) emerged as 
foe single biggest party in both 
cities in a first round vote on! 
Nov. 21 whose shock result, 
opening tee prospect of even 
deeper political instability, 
sent tee lira into a tailspin. 


Alessandra Mussolini, the 
fascist dictator's 30-year-old 
granddaughter, is seeking to 
become mayor of Naples. MSI 
leader Gianfranco Fini is 
standing in tee capital, where 
his party won 36 per cent of the 
vote two weeks ago. 

The latest opinion polls, 
published Friday, showed Ms. 
Mussolini and Mr. Fini both 
running behind their left-back- 
ed rivals. 

Far more than a mayor’s seat 
is at stake in Rome and in tee 
other local polls teat are a 
dress rehearsal for the early 
general elections expected in 
the spring of 1994. 

“If I win, tee whole of Ita- 
lian politics will change t£e 


next day," Mr. Fini has in- 
sisted in every television de- 
bate. 

Mr. Fini’s message has been 
that winning in Rome would 
give the MSI a chance to enter 
government because it would 
snow tee neo-fascists had won 
.over a conservative electorate 
orphaned by tee collapse of 
-scandal-tainted mainstream 
parties. 

Throughout tfie campaign 
Mr. Fini, 41. has been at pains 
to distance tee MSI from its 
fascist past, appealing to a “si- 
lent majority 1 ’ of former cen- 
trist voters as the only man 
capable of stopping tee Com- 
munists taking over Rome City 
Hall. 


: India’s congress, ally win state poll 

'•AE2AWL, India (R) — India’s ruling Congress Party and a 
Local ally won power Sunday in elections for an assembly in tee 
Ear northeastern state of Mizoram. Official results showed 
Congress winning 16 of the 40 assembly seats with its ally .the 
Mizoram Janata Dal, taking eight The outcome of the sixth 
regional poll in the last monte has no national political 
Importance, but tee Congress win will be another psychologic- 
al boost for a party that aid better than expected in most of the 
others. It was tee first time Mizoram, where a long war for 
Independence ended only in 1986, had returned a government 
to power. “With more than 80 per cent literacy in the state, 
Mizos are conscientious voters and when they vote someone 
"back to power, tee patty concerned has reason to be proud,” 
senior Congress official K.L. Rosama told Reuters. The 
Congress Party of Prime Minister Narasimha Rao shared out 
|he seats with its ally and tee alliance retained most of the seats 
pringress won alone in the last Mizoram elections in 1989. 

3K327 evacuated from Finnish ferry 

% 

j/ASA, Finland (AFP) — More than 1,300 passengers were 
Evacuated from a stricken Finnish passenger ferry Sunday, 
after it ran aground overnight near tins port in high winds and 
a snowstorm, rescuers said. The Wasa Queen beached itself on 
amaicfaipelago in winds gas ting to 12 metres/second, said Ole 
Krooks, spokesman for tee Finnish ferry company Silja Line 
which owns tee vessel. He said teat none of the 1,327 



aground about 30 minutes after leaving 
pprt bound for the Swedish port of Umeaa, he said. The 
journey across tee Gulf of Bothnia usually takes four hours. A 
tugboat, tee Silmae, began evacuating passengers early 
Sunday and was later joined by a larger ferry, be said. Port 
Official Kari Valstroem said the evacuation, carried out using 
ladders, was not a problem since a 10 centimetre (four inch) 
layer of ice had formed around tee vessel, preventing it from 
moving. Marine experts said it should be possible to refloat tee 
Wasa Queen after all tee passengers had been taken off. There 
might be some damage, but the ship was not in danger of 
sinking , they said. 

‘Australia spied on New Zealand’ 

WELLINGTON (AFP) — Australia planted an undercover 
agent inside New Zealand Police Headquarters to obtain files 
on top police officers, a television report said Sunday. Sydney 
based Wendy Holland, 42, who now suffers multiple sclerosis, 
told tee TV3’s 20/20 news programme she was hired by the 
{Australian Security Intelligence Organisation (ASIO) when 
she. was 19, and was sent here as an undercover agent. Ms. 
Holland said her initial task was to infiltrate student groups 
land report on radicals. She was instructed to get a job as a 
filing clerk at police national headquarters, which she man- 
aged to do. Australia wanted her to copy about 50 Confiden- 
tial, police staff files, but sbe believed it was a joint operation 
Jwtiii New Zealand's Security Intelligence Service (SIS). “I 
couldn’t piece together why they wanted tee information,” she 
said. “At the time I didn’t think to much about it because you 
Jwere always told to think about what to do, not think about 
{what tee information was used for.” Holland said she was 
given a small flat camera and with it hidden in her bra, or 
strapped inside her thigh, she would take documents into the 
/toilet and photograph teem. 

Burundians pay respects to Ndadaye 

BUJUMBURA (AFP) — Burundians Sunday were paying 
tear last respects to their assassinated President Melchior 
Ndadaye, a month and a half after he was killed in an abortive 
military coup on Oct. 21. From 8:00 a.m. tee coffins 
containing the remains of Mr. Ndadaye and seven other top 
officials and their wives murdered during the first hours of the 
coup, were lying in state in Bujumbura’s Football Stadium. 
There was a large security presence at tee stadium, which 
members of tee government were due to visit during tee 
morning. Security will be tighter still Monday when the eight 
“martyrs for democracy” are buried. The funerals were 
originally scheduled for Nov. 29, but were put back a week for 
security and organisational reasons. 


Angolan rebels, government 
disagree on status of truce 


LUSAKA (R) — The Angolan 
rebel movement UNITA in- 
sisted Sunday it had agreed a 
ceasefire with the government 
but tee government in Luanda 
said more than two weeks of 
talks in tee Zambian capital 
Lusaka had not produced any 
agreement. 

The Angolan News Agency, 
Angop. quoted tee govern- 
ment's chief negotiator, Fausti- 
no Muteka, as saying: “No' 
understanding was reached, he 
was speaking on arrival in 
Luanda from Lusaka. 

The agency quoted its 
sources in Lusaka as saying 
there had been “an under- 
standing on some aspects of a 
ceasefire but not on the prac- 
tical implications.” 

UNITA and the government 
have been at war for most of 
tee time since independence 
.from Portugal in 1975 and the 
death toll in recent fighting has 
been up to 1,000 a day. 

In Lusaka, UNITA spokes- 
man Jorge Valentim broke a 
news blackout imposed at the 
talks by U.N. mediator 
Aiioune Blondin Beye and dis- 


puted the government’s 
account of events. 

“There is uo question of 
doubt that there was agree- 
ment reached on tee ceasefire. 
This happened in a full plenary 
session ...which was attended 
by observers from tee United 
States, Portugal and Russia 
and Mr. Beye,” he told Reu- 
ters. “Let’s not be afraid of the 
ceasefire. Let’s support it,” he 
added. 

Diplomats dose to tee talks 
said they too were puzzled by 
Mr. Muteka's denial of an 
agreement. 

“I am rather surprised by 
what Muteka is saying. All 
issues pertaining to the cease- 
fire proper, minus the political 
questions which will be discus- 
sed later, were agreed upon 
first on Friday and then ratified 
on Saturday,” ajdiplomat said. 

Another source, also closely 
monitoring the closed-door 
talks, said: “It is difficult to see 
what can be gained when issues 
agreed upon are now some- , 
what being denied — that is if 
Mr. Muteka is being reported 
correctly.” 



Astronauts end first space walk 


HOUSTON, Texas (AFP) — Astronauts on the 
space shuttle Endeavour Sunday completed their 
first of five space walks to repair the crippled 
telescope Hubble, successfully carrying oat all 
three of their scheduled tasks. The sortie, which 
began at 0342 GMT and ended at 1130 GMT. 
las ted nearly eight hoars instead of tee six 
or iginall y planned. An unexpected problem with 
dosing a latera l door on tee telescope caused tee 
biggest headache for the two astronauts involved, 
Story Musgrave and Jeff Hoffman. Tbev managed 


to replace a pair of faulty gyroscopes fat record 
Hmf but it took them several attempts to get the 
five locking mechanisms to work on the door, 
which gave access to the gyroscopes. They also 
installed a new magnetometer, an tnrtroment for 
measuring the Earth’s magnetic field. The photo- 
graph shows astronauts Hoffman (left) and Mus- 
grave (right) work on tee aft section of tee Hubble 
telescope as It sts in the shuttle’s cargo hoy (AFP 
photo) 


U.K. denies softening line on N. Ireland 


LONDON (R) — Britain de- 
nied Sunday that Prime Minis- 
ter John Major, working with 
Dublin in the search for peace 
in Northern Ireland, was ready 
to drop his demand that Ire- 
land repeal its constitutional 
claim to the British-ruled pro- 
vince. 

The Sunday Telegraph re- 
ported that Mr. Nfajor was 
preparing to make the key 
concession and thus remove a 
major obstacle to agreement 
by London and Dublin on a 
joint statement aimed at per- 
suading IRA guerrillas to lay 
down their arms. 

Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd denied Britain was set to 
soften its long-standing de- 
mand that Dublin scrap adaira . 
.to a province Britain parti- . 
tioned seven decades ago. 


"There's been no softening 
on any point of principle.” he 
told BBC Television. 

A government official was 
blunter, dismissing the report 
by the pro-Conservative Party 
newspaper as “ill-informed* 
nonsense.” 

Mr. Hurd said a 300-year- 
old union with Britain would 
not be broken against the will 
of the majority ~of people of 
Northern Ireland, where Pro- 
testants outnumber Catholics 
two to one. 

“The principle here — and 
this is the key to the whole 
thing — is consent. What is 
crucial... is teat both govern- 
ments accept that what counts 
are tee views of the people of 
Northern Ireland,” Mr. Hurd 
added ... . . 

■•Northern Ireland is part of 


the United Kingdom because 
most of the people wbo live 
there want it that way," he 
added. 

Mr. Hurd was speaking after 
inconclusive talks in Dublin 
Friday between Mr. Major and 
Irish Prime Minister Albert 
Reynolds, who had vowed to 
find a formula by Christmas to 
end one of the world's longest- 
running guerrilla conflicts. 

Ireland says it recognises 
that it needs' the consent of 
so-called Unionists in North- 
ern Ireland's Protestant major- 
ity before tee province's status 
can be changed. 

But it wants Britain to 
accept tee right of all Irish 
people to take part in referen- 
da on the island s future to give 
tee overwhelmingly Catholic 
people in the south a say. 


Russian reformers on track for gains as 
historic campaign enters final phase 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
Russian Communist Party is 
solidly in third place behind 
tee two top pro-market reform 
parties in opinion polls a week 
ahead of a histone ballot to 
elect a new parliament and 
decide on a new constitution. 

President Boris Yeltsin cal- 
led tee poll as.be crushed an 
insurrection by Communist 
diehards in September, in a bid 
to purge lingering totalitarian- 
ism and enshrine Russian 
democracy in law. 

As the campaign entered its 
final stage, tee last opinion 
polls released before the Dec. 
4 deadline for publishing such 
surveys pointed to a comfort- 
able margin of victory for two 
top democratic parties. 

But virtually all surveys 
placed tee Russian Co mmunis t 
Party solidly in third place, 
with the remainder of tee pro- 


jected vote on Dec. 12 scat- 
tered between various centrist, 
nationalist and special-interest 
parties. 

With nearly a week remain- 
ing in what has proved a tumul- 
tuous, fast-shifting election 
campaign over the past monte, 
pundits were reluctant to put 
forward detailed forecasts on 
tee balance of power in tee 
new legislature, tee Federal 
Assembly. 

Most agreed that tee likely 
winners, pro-Yeltsin bloc Rus- 
sia's Choice and another pro- 
market bloc led by economist 
Grigori Yaviinski, would not 
command a controlling major- 
ity and would be forced to 
enlist backing from other more 
moderate parties. 

Many analysts have also pre- 
dicted teat, in tee absence of a 
tradition of party loyalty in a 
-multiparty system or a corn- 


majority in parlia- 
ment, the political blocs that 
shaped iq? for the campaign 
would quickly break down into 
smaller vested-interest groups. 

Thirteen parties with prog- 
rammes ranging from ultra- 
nationalist to hardline Com- 
munist are tatting part in the 
race and each has oeen given at 
least some free access to 
national television to get their 
message across to voters. 

The limitations of this media 
access were made starkly dear 
by Mr. Yeltsin last month 
when, reacting to what he 
viewed as negative campaign- 
ing, he summoned party lead- 
en to the Kremlin and warned 
he might cut off their TV time 
if they continued to criticise 
him or the draft constitution. 

In a vast country spanning 
eleven time zones, television 
has played a key role. 


Australian minister in Malaysia to talk trade despite row 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Australian Trade Minister Pe- 
ter Cook flew in Sunday for a 
regional business meeting in 
Malaysia saying he planned to 
deliver a speech on enhancing 
trade ties despite an escalating 
row between tee two coun- 
tries. 

He declined to say if he had 
any message for Malaysian 
Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohammad, who will open the 
conference later Sunday. 

Mr. Cook is scheduled to 
present a paper Monday at tee 
conference, which has been 
organised by a son of Mr. 
Mahathir. 

The first Australian minister 
to visit since the row broke out 
when Australian leader Paul 
Keating called Mr. Mahathir a- 
recalcitrant, Mr. Cook was be- 
sieged by reporters when he 
arrived at Kuala Lumpur Inter- 
national Airport. 

“I am here at tee invitation 
of the private sector in 
Malaysia for a trade confer- 
ence. ’ he said. •‘They have 
asked, me to entitle my speech 
‘Collaborating for success,' 
and I intend to make a speech 
tomorrow which would set the 
right mood for the trade rela- 
tions to be enhanced from this 
point on.” 

Asked if he had any message 
.to give tee Malaysian leader, 
Mr. Cook replied: ”1 think tee 
seating arrangement is (for us 


'to sit) on tee same table, let's 
see how it goes."’ 

“The prime minister (Keat- 
ing) appeared on the Sunday 
programme (on Australian 
Television) this morning and I 
think he said all that needs to 
be said about this," Mr. Cook 
said. 

Mr. Keating said in the tele- 
vision interview, recorded 
Saturday, that he had done 
enough to heal the row and it 
was now up to Malaysia to 
show it wanted to get relations 
back on track. 

Malaysia's Foreign Minister 
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi said 
Saturday that Mr. Keating's 
letter to Mr. Mahathir explain- 
ing the circumstances that led 
to his recalcitrant remark did 
not show any sign of repent- 
ance or regret and had 
worsened tee situation. 


Asked how he could talk 
about enhancing trade as di- 
plomatic ties were being 
threatened by the row, Mr. 
Cook said: "They have invited 
me to come and deliver a 
speech... They have asked me 
(to talk about) how to increase 
tee trade flows in the region 
.and that is what I am going to' 
respond to.” 

On whether Australia would 
take any new measures to 
mend fences, he said: “We 
have taken some steps. If you 
see what the prime minister 
said this morning, that does 


distinctively rule off the whole 
affair." 

"The important thing now is 
to get that behmd us and to get 
on with the job of doing what 
we do best, and that is working 
with one another." he added' 

Malaysia has warned of 
further action when the cabinet 
meets Wednesday. The In-: 
formation Ministry has banned 
the airing of Australian Televi- 
sion programmes and other 
government agencies have 
said they would review busi- 
ness ties with their Australian 
counterparts. „ 

Asked if he would pick up 
the telephone and speak perso- 
nally to Mr. Mahathir to patch 
the rift. Mr. Keating said: "I 
don't think so. I think I’ve said 
what I’ve wanted to say.” 

"I think what I've done is 
verv reasonable,” Mr. Keating 
said. “That is I've written to 
him putting (tee remark) into 
some son of context..." The 
text of the letter has not been 
released. 

”1 have made it quite clear 1 
.represent Australia's national 
interests, we have interests.” 
Mr. Keating said. 

“It's an honest, frank letter 
but the one dear message is 
that what I said was not calcu- 
lated to offend him, and that's 
true, so therefore no. offence 
was intended and I hope that 
he accepts, therefore, that 
none was taken.” Mr. Keating 


said. 

“If my remarks were not 
■ intended to offend and he has 
taken offence at it. well natur- 
ally one would regret that.” 

Asked if he regretted using 
the word “recaldtrant” to de- 
scribed Mr. Mahathir. Mr. 
Keating said: “Dr. Mahathir 
•said that morning that he 
thought the best policy, to use 
his words, was to thumb his 
nose at people to be noticed. 

• “The word ‘recaldtrant* was 
sort of a shorthand way of 
talking about the odd person 
out. or odd people out. 

“But look, we want to put a 
line under the relationship and 
get on with it." 

Mr. Keating noted that Mr. 
Cook and Defence Minister 
Robert Ray would be in 
Malaysia this week for pre- 
viously planned visits to prom- 
ote trade and cooperation. 

‘T mean it’s very tangible 
evidence on our part we want 
to keep the relationship going 
and on a good footing," he 
said. 

Asked if the rift would hurt 
Australia’s attempts to inte- 
grate into Asia. Mr. Keating' 
said: “1 don't think it does. 

Mr. Keating said Australia 
has had spats with Malaysia 
before — “or more particularly 
Malaysia has had spats with 
us.” 

He said he had a good rela- 
tionship with other leaders in 
the region, including President 


Suharto of Indonesia and 
Prime Minister Goh Chok 
Tong of Singapore. 

“I would like such a rela- 
tionship with Prime Minister 
Mahathir but he's got to want 
it too.” Mr. Keating said. 

“Malaysia’s got to want to 
have a relationship with Au- 
stralia of the kind Australia is 
prepared to have with it." 

Keating said Australia 
would not like to become in- 
volved in a tit-to-tat exchange 
with Malaysia. The two coun- 
tries had two way trade of 
about $1.6 billion in the vear to 
June. 

He also played down sugges- 
tions Australia would consider 
downgrading its role in the 
Five Power Defence Arrange- 
ments (FPDA). a kev regional 
defence grouping 'involving 
Australia. New Zealand. Brf- 
tain. Singapore and Malaysia. 
The main purpose of the FPDA 
is the defence of Singapore and 
Malaysia. 

"Defence agreements arc 
fairly solum n things,” he said. 

“And of course they exist 
because countries regard each 
others' sovereignty Important 
enough to defend, and that 
means keeping core rela- 
tionships going,” he said. 

“Now 1 think everybody in 
teat arrangement, including 
Malaysia, understands the im- 
portance of keeping the rela- 
tionship going. Australia cer- 
tainly does.” 


Martial art ctab 
tohelpthebllnd 
use Inner power 

JAKARTA (AFP) — A dob 
of Indonesian martial art H 
introducing the tot of inner 
power . to help b£nd people; 
identify objects, the Anton 
News Agency said here Sen* 



blind people exerase tear in* 
ner power to detect objects, 
Anton quoted a teacher at 
Mespati Putih Purwoto Hatfi- 
punknso as saying. Puwto 
said by to use their 

visible vibrating power. Wind, 
people mold be able to read 
and distinguish colotus Kko 
sighted people. He showed 
journalists now three Wind 
people trained in this way 
could roller skate, ride a bicy- 
cle and interact with moving 
obstacles without collision. He 
said the dub had also proven 
that a trained Wind soccer goal 
keeper could save 46 out erf SO 
kicks to bis goal. "There are 
about two million blind, people 
in Indonesia. 

Russian film 
voted European 
Film of the Year 

POTSDAM, Germany (AFP) 
— The “Felix,” European 
dnema’s highest accolade, for 
European Film erf the Year 
1993 was awarded here to Rus- 
sian director Nikita Mishalkov 
for his film Urga. It is tee first 
time the European cinema 
Academy Award has gone to a 
■director from the former- 
Soviet Union. It was presented 
by German Director Turner 
Hetzog and Britain’s Stephen 
Frears at a gala evening in the 
Defa Studios in the Babebberg 
district of Potsdam. Urga, set' 
in the Mongolian steppes, it 
about the friendship of a 
Mongolian herdsman and a 
Russian worker and the date 
between civilisation and a way 
of life closer to nature. The 
film received a Golden Lion 
Award at the 1991 Venice Rhn 
Festival. French actor Daniel 
Auteuil was voted tee best 
actor for his role in “Un Coeur 
D’Hiver ” directed by Claude 
Sautet (France), the best ao* 
tress prize was awarded to 
Maia Morgenstern of Romms* 
for Balanta by Romanian 
director Lucian Pindfie. 

Polish violinist 
scoops French * 
award 

PARIS (AFP) — A 19-year- 
old Polish violinist won fine 
1993 24th International Mar* 
guerite Long-Jacques Unhand 
Competition ahead of Austra- 
lian and Chinese nxusadanL 
The jury, chaired by master _ 
violinist Yehudi Menuhin, 
awarded the 150,000 franc 
($25,000) first prize to Bartolo- 
miej Nmol, after hearing redi- 
als from 37 violinists from 16 
countries. The Pole also won 
the chance to play at five pub- . 
he concerts and cut a record. 
Second place was awarded to 
Australian Adele Anthony, 23, 
who won 60,000 francs, and 
third prize of 40,000 francs 
went to Yuang-Ging Yu, 23, of 
China. 

Hong Kong wins 
8 awards in 
film festival 

TAIPEI (AP) — He 

captured eight 

Taiwan won nine Saturday in 
tee 1993 Golden Horse Film 
Festival. Jackie Chan of Hong 
Kong won tee Best Actor 
Award for his role in Crime 
Story and Ng Kar Lai of Hong 
kong won the Best Actre» 
Award for her role in Remains 
.Of A .Woman. The Wedding 
Banquet, a Taiwanese movie 
about a homosexual man’s mar- 
riage with a woman, won five 
awards, including Best Film, 
Best Director and Best Screen- 
play writer Ang Lee. Best Sup- 
porting Actor Lang Haung, 
?P d Supporting Actress 
Gua Ah-Lch. The annual film 
festival is regarded as the 
equivalent of tee Academy 
Awards for Chinese-la 
films outside mainland 

Students arrei 
after egg hurll 
protest 

LIVERPOOL, Englai 
University students 
eggs at a British cabin 
ter _ during a noisy 
against the Conserve 
eminent's p lana to ( 
dent grants. Two stuck 
arrested after about 
deMs staged the pi 
“Vcrpqol University 
west England against 
Portillo, chief secret* 
treasury, as he arrived 
a new university l 
pohee said. “Mr. Po, 

°ded to talk to the i 
As he approached, 
cgss were thrown i 
_j said. Witnesses 
s*™* him on t3 
two students; am 

woman, were charged 
public order « 
given a January eoux 
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Sports 

AlWihdat stays at top of Jordan soccer standings 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

'AMMAN — Fonner cham- 
pions A1 Wihdat and A1 
Ramtha Monday take on two 
ambitious teams, A1 Fuheis 
and Al Arabi, as soccer's first 
division championship enters 
its eighth week. 

A1 Wihdat again topped the 
standings for now, however the 
Jordan Soccer Federation 
(JSH might decide Monday to 
alter their wins over A1 Baqaa,. 
Sahab and A1 Jazire as it was 
revealed that a Wihdat player, 
who had redeved 4 bookings 
had played in these matches, tf 
this turns out to be true. A1 
Wihdat will lose their top 
standing and* drop out of the 
top-five. 

* In "the past week, Al Arabi ! 
managed a 1-1 draw with Al 
Qadissieh and retained their 
spot among the top-five teams, 
■while newcomers Al Fuheis 
remained in 6th place after 
losing to Sahab. 

Al Qadissieh ’s goal was the 


fastest one this week as Musta- 
fa Adam netted in a header in 
the 2nd minute of the first half. 

Al Arabi snatched the win 
away from their opponents 
when striker Ayman Al Omari 
scored the pterions equaliser 
■ from a header three minutes' 
. before the end of the match. 

Al Hussein and Al Baqaa 
played to a goalless draw in a 
match which saw .wasted 
chances for both teams. 

Al Baqaa, who are now in 
la$F place, missed a definite 
scaring chance when their shot 
hit the post. A win could have 
considerably advanced their 
standing' to 7th. 

Titleholders Al Faisali re- 
mained in second place after 
they managed a 2-1 win over 
10tn placed Al Jazireh. 

- Jamal Abu Abed scored Al 
Faisali’s first goal from a 
powerful shot in the 43rd mi- 
nute but Al Jazireh’s key strik- 
er Tawfiq Al Saheb equalised 
from a penalty kick in tne 52nd 
minute. 

Khaled Awad scored Al 


winning go. 

76th minute. Al Faisali will 
next face Al Baqaa Tuesday. 

. Al Wihdat scored a crucial 
■1-0 win over Al Ramtha as 
■Firas Fawzi took advantage of 
a defensive error to score an 
easy goal for his team. 

Al AM continued their im- 
pressive results and advanced 
to fourth place after a convinc- 
ing 3-1 win over Al Yarmouk. 

Imad Fataftah opened scor-' 
ing in the 17th minute, and his 
brother Khalil netted in the 


ad goal 

Khalil Fataftah secured his 
team's big win when he scored 
•the third goal in the 59th mi- 
'nute. 


Yarmouk’s only goal 

i Yousef in 


came 

from striker Khaled 
the 84th minute. 

Earlier in the week, Sahab 
scored their first win after de- 
feating Fuheis 2-0. Striker 
: Mohammand Al Ashhab 
■scored both goals in the 20th 
and 25th minutes. 
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Palestinians get ready for Lillehammer 

ilopmeht in poor countries. 

The authority of the Swiss- 


IAUSANNE (AFP) — 
Palestinians are set to top the 


agenda when the International 
Olympic Committee meets 
here this week. 


The Palestinian Olympic 
Committee is expected to brief 
the IOC Executive Committee 
on its work and its plan to send 
a delegation of observers to the 
Winter Olympics in Lilleham- 
mer in February. 

The Palestinians, who joined 
the Olympic movement last 
September during the IOC ses- 


sion in Monaco, are deter- 
mined to be represented at 
Lillehammer, even if their pre- 
sence is only symbolic. 

Also on the agenda are prog- 
ress reports from future Olym- 
pic host cities — Lillehammer, 
Atlanta, Nagano (winter 1998) 
and Sydney. 

Delegates will also lode at 
the Sports Arbitration tribunal 
(TAS), and how it can be 
strengthened, and changes in 
the Olympic Solidarity Fund, 
which helps finance sports de- 


velc 


based TAS is increasingly 
being called into question by 
athletes — such as American 
Harry “Butch” Reynolds, and 
Germany's Katrin Krabbe — 
who contest sports federation 
derisions in civil coarts. 

IOC and federation officials 
currently see this trend as one 
of their biggest headaches. 

As for the solidarity fund, 
there have been calls for 


changes in the way the 
is allocated — to reflect bo 
the geopolitical changes in 
Europe and the increasing dif- 
ficulties faced by African coun- 
tries. 

IOC President Juan Antonio 
Samaranch has said at recent 
meetings in Dublin, witn the 
European Olympic Commit- 
tees, and in Harare, with the 
African committees, that Olym- 
pic funding would be in- 
creased. 


Ferguson laughs off Man. United setback 


LONDON (AFP) — Manches- 
ter United's lead at the head of 
the En glish premiership may 
have been cut to 12 points after 
their 2-2 draw against Nor- 
wich, but manager Alex Fergu- 
son is un worried. 

“I think I’ll still sleep at 
night,” he quipped after seeing 
his side drop two home points 
for the second consecutive 
game. 

‘‘Norwich played very well 
in the first half and we were 
lucky to come in 2-1 ahead, but 
in the second half we unlucky, 
not to snatch it. 

“Our problem was we didn't 
enjoy our leads long enough to 
force them out into the open. 
If we’d kept it nice and tidy for 
the first 10 minutes of the 
second half, we could have 
won it quite comfortably.” 

Hisi main concern now is to 
negotiate a tough programme 
over the Christmas and New 
Year holiday. 

"If we come out of that still 
with a healthy lead, then time’s 
running out for the others,” he 
said. 

The result was a big lift for 
Norwich in the build-up to next 
Wednesday's UEFA Cup third 
round second leg tie in Milan, 
where they trail 1-0 to Inter. 

“I don’t think it will be any 
more daunting or intimidating 
than coining here," said Nor- 
wich manager Mike Walker. “I 
was delighted with our per- 
formance and that will give us 
a boost for next week. 

“It was a fair result, but we 
played really well in the first 
half hour and were dis- 
appointed that we weren’t 2-0 
up at that stage. United, 
though, have too many good 


players to try to keep quiet.” 

Leeds manager Howard Wil- 
kinson refused to discuss the 
title race, even though it was 
his side who trimmed United's 
advantage with their 3-2 home 
win over Manchester City. 

He said: ‘Tm not interested 
in Manchester United and 
raining or losing points on 
them at this stage. It really 
doesn’t concern me.” 

Brian Deane’s winner with 
five minutes left Leeds un- 
beaten in 13 premiership 
matches, but Wilkinson de- 
scribed his team's display as “a 
Jekyll and Hyde perform- 
ance.” 

He reasoned: “You can’t 
give away goals like that. I said 
at half tune that if the players 
didn't make silly errors, the 
game was all over. But we 
dropped our guard, lost con- 
centration ana suddenly it was 
2 - 2 ." 

Arsenal manager George 
Graham was also critical of nrs 
team after their 1-0 defeat at 
Coventry City. 

Graham said: “Coventry de- 
served it. There's no question 
about that. But it’s very un- 
usual to see a team with more 
desire than us. We have no 
complaints. The better team 
won. 

“I was very disappointed at 
our performance. David Sea- 
man had to make too many 
outstanding saves, which is an 
indication of how poorly we 
played.” 

Newcastle capitalised on 
Arsenal’s slip-up to jump into 
third with a 2-1 win at Tot- 
tenham, who were downed by 
a double from Peter Beardsley. 

The 32-year-old striker, who 


has been stuck on 49 England 
caps since Graham Taylor 
edged him out of the side, was 
promptly recommended for an 
international recall tty Newcas- 
tle manager Kevin Keegan. 

“I think Peter is certain to be 
the first name on the next 
England manager’s team 
sheet,” said Keegan. 

“For nearly four years he’s 
been ignored by England. That 
has been a temble waste and a 
crime. Peter’s work rate, sta- 
mina and enthusiasm never 
waver and if young players 
cannot learn from mm, they 
must be thick.” 

Tottenham manager Ossie 
Archies joined in the praise for 
a player who arrived at St 
James 1 Park after the Argenti- 
nian .had been replaced by 
Keegan. 

“It was a very good goal 
■from an outstanding player,” 
he said. “I don’t know if Peter 
.is getting any better but he is 
certainly not getting any 
worse.” 

There was a similar double 
tribute for West Ham striker 
Lee Chapman after his brace 
of goals earned the Hammers' 
a 2-1 win at Wimbledon. 

West Ham manager Billy 
Bonds said: “They were two 
good goals. He showd a lot of 


patience with the second. He’s 
a fit lad and give us something 
a bit different, a big 
targetman.” 

Wimbledon boss Joe Kin- 
near added: “He’s always been 
a bogey to us. The next team 
he moves to, we’re going to 
kidnap him the night before 
the match.” 

Liverpool could have done 
with tneir top striker, Ian 
Rush, against Sheffield 
Wednesday, but Graeme Soil- 
ness axed mm and then saw his 
side crash 3-1. 

Souness said: “I spoke to 
Rush before the decision. He’s 
played in every game this sea- 
son, but he's jaded and he 
needed a rest. 

“We made things easy for 
Wednesday in the game be- 
cause of the way we defended 
and that’s what upset me the 
most” 

Wednesday boss, Trevor 
Francis commented: *T was 
surprised Rush was out, but his 
manager knows his form. I jiist 
wish he'd taken Fowler out of 
it too. His goal was a bit 
special.” 

There was better luck for 
Liverpool's neighbours, Ever- 
ton. They triumphed 1-0 over 
Southampton to add to Saints’ 
problems. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HIRSCH 
C19S3 Tnouna MeA Seraa*. me. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q-l— East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

♦El 065 76 085 *J76432 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

3 ♦ Dbl ? 

What action do you take? 

Q-2 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold- 

♦K7652 78 498643 *72 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 

Q-3- — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hokL- 

♦Q95 7AK6 474 4Q10954 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 7 Pass 2 ♦ Para 

2 4 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hokt 


♦AKJ65 7AKJ5 07 *K92 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 ♦ Pass 2 NT Pate 
? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.5 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*Q76 ?AK8 CA5 4AQ9&4 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 ♦ Para 1 ♦ Pass 

2 NT Para 3 4 Para 

? 

What action do you take? 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

♦64 9QJ73 0Q8B4 4J92 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 ♦ Para 1 9 Para 

2 ♦ Pass ? 

What action do you take? 


I- FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT-i 

Spacious, 3 bedrooms, two bathrooms, living and dining 
rooms, deluxe furniture, with telephone. Ground floor sur- 
rounded by a small garden. 

Location: Sh; 


JD 6,000 p.a. 


meisani, .opposite the Arab Bank Building. 


Call tel. 669012, 774457 


THE AMERICAN WOMEN OF AMMAN 

will hold their December monthly general meeting 
on Dec. 6 at the Marriott Hotel 
from 4-6 p.m. 


Furnished Apartment for Rent 

A second floor apartment, consisting of three bed- 
rooms, three bathrooms, living room, dining room, 
sitting room, garage and telephone. 

Location: Behind Kanaan Station, Mecca Street. 

Please call tel. 823493 


FOR RENT 

Fully furnished 3 bedrooms flat. Brand new and unused 
furniture. Independent heating system, electricity, and 
water. Telephone also available. 

Location: Shmeisani - close to Birds Garden 

For more Information — call 606150 - 682150 
from 8:00 tun. - 5:00 p.m. 
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Stich steers Germany to Davis 
Cup triumph against Australia 


‘^1 




A 
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DUESSELDORF, Germany 
:ndes) — Fonner Wimble- 
m champion Michael Stich 
a year of outstanding 
levement when the secured 
Germany’s victory over Au- 
stralia in the Daws Cup final in 
brilliant style Sunday. 

Two weeks after he won the 
World Championship title and 
rose to nambeT two in the 
world, Stich pulled out some 
brilliant shots from bis reper- 
toire to beat Richard From- 
berg 6-4 6-2 6-2 to give the 
Germans an unbeatable 3-1 

lead in the best-of-five final 

The Germans, a minor ten- 
nis power just 30 years ago, 
have now won the most presti- 
gious event in men’s team ten-, 
nis three times in the last six 
years. 

More importantly this year's 
trimpb came without the ser- 
vices of Boris Becker who 
opted out of the event to con- 
centrate on improving his 
world ranking.' 

Becker inspired Germany to 
their first two victories in 1988 
and 1989. 

But Sunday’s triumph was 
masterminded by Stich who had 
an outstanding weekend. He 
both his singles matches as well 
a teaming up with Patrik 
Kuehnen to conch Saturday’s 
doubles against Wimbledon 
champions Mark Woodforde 
and Todd Woodbridge. 

■ Fittingly Stich, 25, who has 
been overshadowed by Becker 
so often, capped the trimpb 
with a dominant performance 
on the day court against From- 
beig that sometime defied be- 
lief in view of his hard year. 

Becker will always be the 
king of German tennis in the 
public’s min d because be was 
the first German to win Wimb- 
ledon, and clinch the Davis Cup 
for the country. 

But Stich, who did not play a 
part in the previous finals, 
stepped up onto his pedestal as 
a German tennis hero with 




Sunday’s performance. 

He may not have Beckeris 
charisma but be can match his 
compatriot with skill and deter- 
mination. 

“It was not so difficult to- 
day,” Stich said. “But I played 
very well.” 

think maybe Richard 
_ was a bit tired 
rom his long match on 
Friday.” 

German captain Niki Pflic 
added: “Stich . played like a 
world champion today. We 
needed luck but the team 
showed that they could take the 
pressure." 

Stich made his 100-minute 
victory over From berg look 
like child's play in comparison 
to the drama of the first two 
days of die tie. 

The 1991 Wimbledon cham- 
pion had needed nearly three- 
and-a-half hours and five sets 
to beat Jason Stoltenberg in 
Friday’s opening match before 
Fromberg levelled to 1-1 in a 
best ever Davis Cup com- 
ebacks. 

The seeds were sown for 
Germany's victory when Stich 
and his partner Patrik 
Kuehnen won the doubles to 
take a 2-1 lead into the final 
day. 

Scenes of delighted pandi- 
monium followed Stich's lhr 
40min win inside the Dussel- 
dorf Trade Centre complex. 

He disappeared into the 
arms of Pilic over the net and 
team-mates Patrik Kuhnen, 
Carl-Uwe Steeb and Marc 
Goellner rushed to join them 
on the red day court built 
specially for the event. 

The result was a bitter dis- 
appointment for Australia’s 
experienced captain Neale 
Fraser who had been hoping 
that Stich, playing in all or the 
matches, would be jaded in his 
final dash. 

Australia had been bi 
to notch np their country’s 27i 
win in the competition which 
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Germany’s Michael Stich bends to 
match of the Davis Cup final 
Frankfort (AFP photo) 


was launched 93 yea 
Boston when the United States 


tars ago in 
I Mat 


whitewashed Britain. 

Stich, who became world 
number-two after winning the 
ATP Championships in Frank- 


m 

fort last month, played super- 
bly and never ga ve Australia's 
top clay-court player any 
chance to manoeuvre. 

The 6ft 3in Fromberg started 
well enough, producing some 
big kicking serves ana some 
sharp volleys. 

But he was clearly unsettled, 
by two decisions in the fifth 
game when he was ordered to 
replay two points because of 
unsighted linesmen. 

He lost concentration, drop- 
ped serve, and never looked 
likely to break back. 

Stich completed foe 37-mi- 
nute first set with a flurry of 
service winners and when they 
changed round he had dropped 
only three points on serve and 
had rattled off three service 
games to love. 


reach a ball during the first sfygteV-j 
Australia’s Jason Stotteabeq; u)^- V 


Worse was to follow for the.V 
23-year-old Tasmanian, who 
came under immediate press-. -:; 
ure at the start of the second' * 
set as the lanky 25-year-old- 
German moved into overdrive-. ■ •*-* 
The 1991 Wimbledon chanv»'^ 
pion. cheered on by Mexican 
waves, stamping feet and ^ 
deafening applause, surged 2j0 
clear ana ms only moment of *\i 
vulnerability appeared in the. ,4 
fourth game when Fromberg! fj 
managed to earn two break ( : '.j; 
points. ‘ 

But Stich, unwilling to give \~i 
anything away, slammed thej-;-! 
door closed with two aces. 

He raced on. breaking the ' ^ 
demoralised Australian for the./ 3 
third time in the match to go*/ ■] 
5-2 clear, and by the third set! ^ 
he was playing an exhibition;;-^ 
match. ’’ '; j 

Fromberg again dropped tiis '/l 
opening service game and it~;/? 
was clearly just a matter of./* 
time before Stich would puthis? ^ 
opponent out of his misery. . J 
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BADGE MAKERS. 

Come to the leader 
- afTSizes Avaflabte • 
Competetive Prices 


♦ 



Fine Class Screen Printing 
TEE Shirt? * Stickers * promotionals. 
^ _Z^a_-_Jgrj a n ^ Telefax 989J47 _____ 


* 
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Al Dalai Establishment 

Offers the largest and widest assortment of perfumes 
and embroidery. 

There is no need to look for the best and most 
competitive prices in Jordan. 

Our address: Al Dalai Establishment, 
Forte Grand Hotel 


TO LET 

1. Fuily-fumished, two-bedroom apartment, 2nd floor. Sepa- 
rate utilities (water, electricity and centra) heating + 
telephone). 

2. Fully-furnished studio. Separate kitchen and bathroom and 
central heating + telephone. 

Location: Sweifieh. 

For more Information, please call tel.: 827537 


NO. 

ONE 


Gems-Birthstones 
18 & 21 kt. gold 
Unique presents. Dream designs 


>AJANK 


D 

We speak your language 


Rio de Janero 
Amman 
Amra Hotel 
6th Circle 


Furnished Studio Apt. 
For Rent 

One bedroom with 2 beds. Small salon, 
kitchenette, bathroom with wail to wall 
carpet, heating, separate entrance. Loca- 
tion 7th Circle near Pizza Hut. 

If interested, please call 815651 


.• - ' Jy 


BEES AN 650856 

☆To get a neat place, 
tough work is needed -ft 

- Seats, wall to wall and regular carpets 
^cleaning. ~ 

-General maintenance and cleaning. 


Abdaly - Sayegh Building. Telefax: 650856 


"Scandinavian Ladies of Amman” 

The Scandinavian Ladies of Amman will have their 
traditional Christmas brunch, Wednesday 8th of De-.'] 
cember, 10:00 a.m. at Marriott Hotel. 

All members and their guests are most welcome.' ■ ' 



#^TO SUIT ALL BUDGETS ' 


VILLj 

r WITH 


Fleas 

Call 


¥. 


VILLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF FLATS , WITH ORf 
WITHOUT FURNITURE j- . 


JORDAN PROPERTY CONSULTANTS 
Tel: 829882/829883 


unnbuU* 


y 



* 4 W D - or Long vehicle • A /C 

# Model ( 1 986 - 1990 ) . DUTY UN PAID . * 
Can x(671349) 



Beautification Expert Needed 

Astra Establishment for Commercial •- 
Agencies 

requires the services of a beautification expert 
with broad experience in this fieid. 

Please call tel. 824301, Amman. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT- 
FOR RENT ■;• 

Two bedrooms, living room, dining! 
room. 

central heating & telephone 

Call: 641055 


i ■ 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Edie Murphy — in 

BOOMERANG 

Shows: 12:30, 3-J0. 6:15. 8J0, 10:30 




Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD <r 

Clint Eastwood — in 

IN THE LINE OF FIRE 

Shows: 12J0, 3 JO, 6:U, &30, 10JO 

CONCORD *2’ 
FOr Ever Young 

Shows: 12J0. 3 JO, 6:15. 3 JO, 10J0 


Cinema 


Tel.: 6992381 


MADONNA 

IN 

BODY OF EVIDENCE 

Stowe 12J0, 3:15, 5, 6J0, SJ0. 10J0 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabfl Al Maahlnl Them 


praaenfs a.pj ay entitled: 

AS Urn Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abner l$sa, Daoud Jaiafel, 
Honan A! Sheer. Fuad ShomaH 
in addition to .other comedians 
Every ‘night at 8:15 . 
Ttakejs are sold all day 


NabH & HtaftarftV TcJ - : *251551 ’ 1 


The ocWcaf comedy 

WELCOME ARAB SUMff 

Daily 8:30 p,m. 

The theatre doses Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis avaifeWe 
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Yemeni president accepts 
Beedh’s terms to end rift 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — 
Yemeni President Ali Abdal- 
lah Saleh said in remarks pub- 
lished here on Sunday he 
would accept conditions set by 
his.' rivals in the south to end 
the country’s political crisis. 

.“I announce for the first 
time, that I unilaterally accept 
the 18 points presented by the 
Yemeni Socialist Party 
(YSP),” Mr. Saleh told the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
daily A1 Khaleej. 

His comments coincided 
with a report by the UAE 
newspaper A1 Ittihad that he 
would meet Vice-President Ali 
Salem A1 Beedh in Amman 
soon to resolve their dispute, 
which has threatened the coun- 
try’s fragile unity. 

Mr. Saleh said Mr. Beedh. 
who leads the YSP, and all 
other YSP leaders “should 
now, sit at the negotiating table 
with their partners m the 
Yemeni coalition to work out a 
mechanism and timetable’ 1 for 
implementing reforms. He 
added that such talks would be 
“the ideal solution to the 
crisis.” 

. The semi-officiai A 1 Ittihad 
said King Hussein was in- 
volved in mediation efforts and 
expected Mr. Saleh and Mr. 
Beedh to meet in Amman. 

“There is a strung possibility 
that the differences between 
the two sides will be solved 
following meetings between 
Jordanian officials and Yemeni 
leaders,” it quoted a govern- 
ment official in Amman as 
saying. 




AH AbdnHah Saleh 

A1 Khaleej quoted a spokes- 
man for Mr. Beedh as saying 
the vice president, who has 
refused to quit Aden in the 
south since Aug. 19, was ready 
to end his boycott of the au- 
thorities in Sanaa if Mr. Saleh 
agreed to withdraw troops 
from major cities, step up mea- 
sures to stabilise Yemen and 
decentralise the government. 

The demands were among 
18 points which Mr. Beedh 
presented to Mr. Saleh's 
General People's Congress 
(GPC) to ■ defuse the crisis, 
caused by differences over 
the implementation of unifica- 
tion. 

Asked if he was ready to go 
to Aden, Mr. Saleh said, “this 
could happen after Beedh 
takes the oath before parlia- 
ment.” 

Mr. Beedh has refused to 


AH Salem A1 Beedh 

take up his duties as vice presi- 
dent in Sanaa. 

'The Yemen Socialist Party 
leadership must sit with their 
coalition partners round the 
negotiating table and work out 
a time frame for what they 
have agreed,” Mr. Salen 
added. 

The crisis, accompanied by 
reports of illicit troop move- 
ment and arms snmppling and 
by gun attacks on members of 
Mr. Beedh's family, raised 
fears abroad that the union 
between North Yemen and 
South Yemen was in danger. 

Southerners representing 
the YSP on Yemen's five-man 
ruling council have said their 
party is ready for a federation 
of toe country's two halves, bnt 
the GPC says a retreat from 
full unity is unacceptable 'to 
them. 


Tough ride seen for Cabinet in Parliament 


1 (Continued from page 1) 

While other deputies en- 
dorsed the peace negotiations 
with Israel on the condition 
that they produce a just and 
comprehensive settlement to 
the Arab-Israeli conflict, Mr. 
Riati, whose party rejects the 
peace process on ideological 
grounds, said the negotiations 
can only “lead to l^hiimang 
the (Israeli) occupation.” 

: ’Mr. Riati’s rejection of the 
peace negotiations with Israel 
was echoed by Depnty Ham- 
mam Said (Amman, Fifth Dis- 
trict), who said the peace talks 
with Israel conflict with the 
teachings of Islam. 

Dr. Said said that nobody 


belongs to the whole Muslim 
nation. 

Dr. Said, described as a 
hawkish member of the XAF, 
rejected the Kingdom's 1989 
decision to sever legal and 
administrative ties with the 
West Bank because, he said, 
the Constitution prohibits re- 
linquishing sovereignty over 
'• any part or the .Jordanian terri- 
tory. 

. “The government relin- 
quished this sovereignty when 
it signed the agenda (for peace 
talks) with Israel on Sept- 14,” 
said Mr. Said, who withheld 
■confidence from the govem- 
Tmeht because, among other 
■ things, “it assassinated the free 
and honest will of the nation 
-with its will which is not free 
'and not honest.” 

Words of praise for the gov- 
ernment were also heard dur- 
: sag the session from deputies 
-.who hailed the fairness of the 
. election and voiced accqptance 
of its domestic and foreign 
policy. 


“The latest parliamentary 
elections were another 
achievement of the country 
winch will win it more re- 
spect,” said Depnty Mifleh A1 
Lawzi (Amman, Fifth Dis- 
trict). . 

Mur. Lawzi said the govern- 
ment policy statement reflects 
orientations that aim at con- 
solidating the democratic pro- 
cess and ens uring the stability 
of die country, adding that he 
supported the government's 
decentralisation programme. 

“Our confidence that this 
.go v e rnm ent wiD abide by the 
base principles erf the nation 
and the higher values that pre- 
vail in our country make us 
give it confidence with no re- 
luctance,” said Mr. Lawzi. 

“When we listened to and 
studied the Speech from the 
Throne which die government 
considered as its policy state- 
ment, we found that it consti- 
tutes a truthful and good be- 
ginning to a responsible politic- 
al orientation” said Deputy 
Fawzi A1 Zonin' (Ramtha). 

Congratulating the govern- 
ment on the confidence of the 
King, Deputy Nawaf A1 Qadi 


(northern Bedouins) praised 
the abilities of members of the 
Cabinet and said it deserves a 
vote of confidence. 

Leader of the 18-member 
National Action Front (NAF) 
Abdul Hadi A1 Majali landed 
the policy statement of the 
government, describing it as 
comprehensive and descriptive 
of me achievements of the 
-government. 

Mr. Majali praised the 
achievements of the govern- 
ment in bolding the elections 
on time, b eginning the decen- 
tralisation programme, reduc- 
ing the foreign debt, and “the 
serious pursuit for achieving a 
comprehensive and just peace 
that would safeguards the in- 
terests of Jordan, complements 
the Arab position and supports 
the Palestinian people and its 
institutions in their choices that 
will gain them their right to self 
determination.” 

The Lower House will re- 
sume its debate Monday, with 
62 more deputies expected to 
take the floor before the gov- 
ernment responds to the 
speeches of the deputies and 
votes are cast. 


Anani, minister of information 
and Prime Ministry affairs, 
said: “Parliament is no place to 
belitde people and one should 
criticise policies . and not indi- 
viduals as such.” 

Shahnaz Horani said that 
agreeing with the government 
or opposing it is part of demo- 
cracy, “but one should avoid 
personal slander and not be 
hasty in judging peopled 
Fatah Dahabsheh, a spokes- 
man for the Bani Shakhr 
tribes, said that although the 


m page 1) 

deputies were outspoken in 
addressing a number of issues, 
“the make-up of the previous 
Parliament was much stronger 
and political trends were more 
visible then.” 

Randa Kawar, wife of Salt 
Deputy Samir Kawar, said she 
was attending the sessions to 
“see how people react to what 
is happening in the country and 
get a feel of the mdse of the 
country, bnt in 1989, the ses- 
sions were more personally 
aggressive.” 


mil 


Estonian “ _ 
leader 
ends visit 

! AMMAN (Petra) — President 
of Estonia Lennart Meri and 
his wife left Amman for home 1 ' 

Sunday and were seen off at 
the airport by their Majesties 
King Hussein and Queen 
Noor. 

President Meri was accorded 
full farewell honours upon de- 
parture after talks with King 
Hussein on ways to bolster 
bilateral ties and regional as 
well as international "affairs. 

Seeing off the president and 
his entourage, which grouped a 
large trade delegation, were 
also His Highness Prince Ghazi 
Ben Mohammad and Her 
Royal Highness Princess Ghi-* 
da TalaJ, Upper House Speak- - 
er Ahmad A1 Lawzi. Royal V 

Court Chief Sharif Zeid Ben — - . 

Shaker, other officials and Ma}esties Hussein and Queen Noor Sunday bid farewell to Estonian President Lan- 

diplomatic C0rps nert Meri end his wife .Pern, pholo. 

Youth sentenced to death for killing 9-year-old 



By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

"AMMAN — A 20-year-old" 
youth has been sentenced to 
death after he was convicted 
of premeditated murder of 
his nine-year-old cousin in an 
incident that sent shockwaves 
through Amman early this 
year, informed sources said 


Police spokesmen con- 
firmed that a death sentence 
was handed down to the 
youth, identified only as 
Y.KJ. after an Amm an court 
found him guilty of first-de- 
gree murder. 

Bnt the spokesmen de- 
clined to elaborate, pointing 
out that the sentence was 
subject to a mandatory re- 
view and details of the affair 
could be revealed only after 
the sentence was either com- 
muted or carried out. 

The case drew particular 
attention because of the age 
of the victim and unfounded 
rumours that “childkilleis” 


were on the prowl. 

But, as the court found, a 
family dispute, the nature of 
which was not clear, was be- 
hind the savage killin g a few 
days before the 'Eid AJ Adha 
feast. _ 

According to the sources, 
the main evidence in the case 
was a confession by the youth 
that he had lured his uncle's 
son, Mohannad, to an iso- 
lated spot on the evening of 
May 25, and killed him by 
smashing his head with a 
rock. 

There was no imm ediate 
confirmation of earlier re- 
ports that the boy was sodo- 
mised before his death. 

Police officials said at the 
time of the discovery of the 
body said that there was 
enough ground to believe 
that the boy was sexually 
molested before his death. 

Detailed findings of the 
court were not available. 

The sentence was passed 
Thursday, after nearly two 


months of hearings. 

The mangled, bloodstained 
body of the bay, a fourth 
grader at Emir Faisal School 
m Russeifa in the northeast 
outskirts of Amman, was 
found buried under a pile of 
rocks between two tombs in 
the Schneller refugee camp 
cemetery on May 29, three 
days after the family notified 
that Mohannad was missing 
while r unning an errand in 
the market. 

“The boy’s face and head 
was smashed out of shape,” 
according to a resident who 
saw the body before it was 
taken away by the author- 
ities. 

The boy was half-naked 
and signs indicated tht he was 
dragged to his grave from 
about 100 metres outside the 
cemetery. 

An empty can of beer was 
also found nearby, but, 
according to residents in the 
area, the suspected youth, 
who was arrested two days 
after the body was found, had 


no record of drinking. 

The youth was reported to 
have confessed during ques-. 
dealing. 

According to the sources, 
the youth used to work with 
Monannad’s father, a con- 
struction worker, before fall- 
ing out with him, triggering a 
famil y dispute. He was re- 
ported to have .admitted in 
nis confession that the Irining 
of t he boy was his way of 
exetmg r evenge. ' 

Defence witnesses in the 
case included several cousins 
and relatives who testified 
that the youth was at a con- 
struction site at around the 
same time that forensic ex- 
perts established as time of 
death, but their testimonies 
did not stand up in court. 

None of the family mem- 
bers or relatives, who live 
dose to each other in Rus- 
seifa, would comment on the 
case, indicating that tension 
and hostilities among some of 
its members ran high after 
tile incident. 


Somali 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


stalled 


Lawmakers jail tp impress ~ 

(Conthreed firam 11 four dai 


ADDIS ABABA (Agencies) 
— Informal talks on Somalia 
stalled Saturday despite efforts 
by Ethiopia's president to get 
12 Soman factions to work with 
their rival, warlord Moham- 
mad Farrah Aideed. 

“There is a halt in the talks 
for the time being,” said Col- 
onel Abdi Waisama Isak, lead- 
er of one of the 12 factions 
opposed to General Aideed. 

However, Col. Warsama 
stud he expected “a break- 

M in the next three or 
ys,” perhaps after fac- 
tion leaders meet face-to-face 
Col. Warsama spoke after 
faction leaders met for two 
hours with Ethiopian Pres- 
ident Metes Zenawi. 

""The 'factions have rejected 
two of Mr. Meles’ principal 
suggestions. The Ethiopian 
leader has proposed that the 
frictions agree to another con- 
ference on recondliation- with- 
in Somalia, and appeal for the 
release of Gen. Aj deed’s aides 
detained by U.N. peacekeep- 
ers there. 


Prince Abdullah in N. Korea 

TOKYO (AFP) — Prince Abdullah Ben Hus- 
sein has arrived in North Korea, the Korean 
Central News Agency (KCNA) said in a dis- 
patch monitored here Sunday. A reception was 
given by the ministry of people’s armed forces 
for the" Prince who arrived in Pyongyang on 
Saturday. KCNA said. Prior to the reception, 
the chief of the general staff of the North 
Korean People's Army General Choe Kwang. 
met with Prince Abdullah. KCNA said, without 
elaborating. 

Israel wants multilateral body 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres proposed Sunday to set up a 
permanent secretariat to coordinate the multi- 
lateral track of the Middle East peace talks. 
The secretariat, to be sited in the Middle East, 
would oversee all projects for regional coop- 
eration put to the five multilateral committees, 
the foreign ministry announced. Mr. Peres 
made the proposal to U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher during talks Sunday morn- 
ing and he voiced support for the idea. 

Cairo ready for dialogue 

CAIRO (AFP) — The Egyptian government is 
prepared to talk to Muslim fundamentalists 
opposed to violence, presidential adviser Osa- 
ma A1 Baz said in an interview published 
Sunday. “Any fundamentalist group which 


accepts the constitution, pledges to abide by the 
law and does not resort to violence to settle 
differences is eligible to participate in the 
national dialogue,” which would involve va- 
rious political groups. Dr. Baz told the weekly 
Rose A1 Yousef. 

Islamists win Gaza elections 

GAZA (R) — An Islamic bloc opposed to the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
peace accord Saturday swept all nine seats in 
student council elections at the Islamic Uni- 
versity in the occupied Gaza Strip, university 
officials said. The bloc, which supports the 
Islamic Resistance Movement Hamas, won 81 
per cent of ballots cast by 2.091 male students, 
the officials said. Women students were to vote 
Sunday. The winning bloc called itself the Iraad 
Aqel list, named after the Hamas leader killed 
by Israeli troops on Nov. 24. The Fateh bloc 
won 10.6 per cent of the vote, the Islamic Jihad 
which opposes the agreement won 6 per cent 
and leftist radicals won 2.4 per cent. 

Rabin wants to visit Japan 

TOKYO (AFP) — Israeli Premier Yitzhak 
Rabin said in an interview published here 
Sunday that he wanted to visit Japan in April 
when Israel completes its withdrawal of troops 
from the Gaza Strip and Jericho. Mr. Rabin 
made the remarks in an interview Saturday with 
Japan's Nihon Keizai Shimbun newspaper. 


Arafat contains internal crisis, but critics doubt his intentions 


Lamis KL Andoni 

BY CONCEDING to some 
. of the reformist demands of 
bis colleagues, Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Ararat has 
; successfully contained a se- 
rious political crisis prior to 

■ his crucial meeting with U.S. 
■ ’Secretary of State Warren 
' -Christopher in Amman 

■ today. 

Bnt the power struggle, 
' which has been intensified 

■ -since the signing of the Oslo 

- ' accord between Israel and 
’ -the PLO in Washington on 

-Sept. 13, is expected to con- 
tinue as Mr. Arafat has prac- 
tically retained his control 
over the decision-making 

- 'process in the leadership. 

^ Critics and supporters of 


Mr. Arafat's leadership style 
. agree that although he has 
accepted four key demands, 
none of the decisions could ► 
.. practically end his monopoly 
■«' over negotiations with Israel. 

\ “He Vas composed and 
- - accepted the demands as if 
: they were his own,” com- 
mented one senior PLO offi- 
cial in Tunis. “We are not 
sure whether it is a tactic to 
contain the mounting critic- 
ism or a genuine shift.” 

The four key demands that 
. Mr. Arafat accepted during a 
. PLO Executive Committee 
, meeting in Tunis were the " 


following: 

— Setting up a higher com- 
mittee to supervise the nego- 
tiations with IsraeL 

— Discussing a legal draft 
as a basis for the structure of 
the Palestinian authority. 

— Accepting the principle 
of selecting and appointing 
members of the negotiating 
teams and a suggested 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) on the basis of 
political and professional ex- 
pertise rather than personal 
loyalty. 

— That any binding resolu- 
tion should be approved by a 
a majority of the PLO Execu- 
tive Committee rather than 
informal decisions reached in 
tiie presence of Palestinian 
personalities and officials 
present as members of “the 
Palestinian leadership 

The fourth demand was 
triggered by Mr. Arafat’s re- 
peated successful tactic of 
calling for broad meetings 
described as leadership meet- 
ings to avoid alliances ctainst 
him in the PLO Executive 
Committee and sometimes to 
even bypass the need to se- 
cure a quorum, especially 
when disgruntled members 
boycott the sessions. 

Mr. Arafat was about to 
succeed in puffing the same 
trick last week when he tried 
to marginalise four PLO Ex- 
ecutive Committee members 
who boycotted the sessions 


by inviting a “leadership" 
meetings that included nine 
representatives from the 
Israeli-occupied territories. 

Bnt the four, particularly 
Mahmoud Abbas, who 
signed the Washington 
accord, were firm in their 
refusal to attend until the 
session was “a proper and 
official PLO Executive Com- 
mittee meeting.” 

Insiders say Mr. Arafat, by 
inviting personalities from 
die territories and by initially 
ignoring his colleagues’ de- 
mands, was sending a dear 
message to critics that the 
situation had changed and he 
could rely on support from 
his loyalists in the Israeli- 
occupied territories — with 
are bound to gain a bigger 
role once Palestinian self-rule 
takes effect. 

But Mr. Arafat backed 
down, partly to contain a 
bigger crisis and partly be- 
cause he was aware that he 
could still keep the upper 
bazd inside the organisation. 

As i result of the bickering 
in Tunis last week, however, 
the PLO Executive Commit- 
tee has not had time to dis- 
cuss in details its next im- 
mediate steps. 

Therefore, when Mr. Ara- 
fat arrived in Amm an on 
Sunday, many PLO Execu- 
tive Committee members 
were not sure what be was 
exactly up to — whether re- 


garding signing a draft econo- 
mic agreement with Jordan, 
or the exact position that he 
will present to Mr. Christ- 
opher. 

Mr. Abbas, according to 
PLO officials, was still not 
satisfied with the results of 
the T unis meetings and he 
did not see any real change in 
tiie situation. 

Mr. Abbas refused to join- 
the new panel which will 
handle negotiations with 
Israel on details of self-rule. 

ANALYSIS 

The pressure on Mr. Ara- 
fat was stepped up in the last 
two weeks as his allies in the 
peace process grouped up in 
“a reformist movement” m a 
campaign to “democratise 
the decision-making pro- 
cess.” 

The movement, initiated 
by the Palestine's People Par- 
ty (PPP) and later joined by 
the Palestinian Democratic 
Union (PDU), has demanded 
an end to Mr. Ararat’s indi- 
vidual decisions and political 
appointments. 

But some PLO officials 
counter that at least part of 
the supporters of the “refor- 
mist movement” are mainly 
trying to pressure Mr. Arafat 
to accept conditions set by 
the World Bank in financing 
Palestinian autonomy. 

Concerns that the World 


Bank and other foreign 
donors would try to strip the 
process of building of a 
Palestinian autonomy from 
its national and political 
dimensions have prompted 
many of Mr. Arafat’s critics, 
including, those within his 
Fateh group, not to join the 
reformist campaign. 

Officials, who have been 
outspoken in criticising Mr. 
Arafat counter that the de- 
mands for re fo rms should not 
unnecessarily be equated 
with playing into the hands of 
any foreign power. 

“Mr. Ararat is replacing 
professionals and experts 
with ignorant people," 
charged Saleh Ra'afat from 


the PDU, also known as 
Fida. 

It is still unclear how the 
PLO Executive Committee, 
whose powers have been 
rapidly eroding, would be 
able to control the selection 
and appointment of the nego- 
tiating teams. 

Five metr.bers of -he co.t.- 
mi.tee hive pri:-er. t *d Mr. 
Arafat with c 
memorandum csmar.riirg the 
restoration of the role of the 
Executive Committee as the 
top-level derision-making 
body in the PLO. 

The demands include an 
effective role for the Execu- 
tive Committee in allocation 
of funds and appointments 
and that only committee 


members should take part in 
its formal sessions or at least 
in decision-taking. 

Six out of the 18-member 
body have already resigned 
or suspended their participa- 
tion in meetings in protest 
against the peace-accord with 
IsraeL 

The withdrawals have 
further undermined the 
already weak PLO leadership 
body, which has been loosing 
its role due to Mr. Arafat’s 
.individualistic style and part- 
ly due to the members' re- 
luctance to impose a collec- 
tive decision-making process. 

Many in the PLO now 
blame Mr. Abbas and his 
associates for minimising the 
role of the committee by con- 
. fining the decision- makin g 

process to a erowinelv shrink- 


ing inner curie at the expense 
of the committee itself. 

“The circle was already be- 
coming very small, but after 
the signing of the accord mat- 
ters got worse as Arafat has 
derided to push aside Mr, 
Abbas himself,” said one 
FLO official. 

The debate over reforms in 
the PLO has succeeded in 
attracting the attention of 
many Palestinian intellectuals 
who basically oppose the 
peace accord with Israel, but 
are now considering “con- 
taining the damage” through 
the democratisation of the 
process. 


But reformists and analysts 
concede that without serious 
progress that will bring about 
tangible results to the Palesti- 
nian people, support for the 
peace process ana the imple- 
mentation will be seriously 
undermined. 

The opposition has dismis- 
sed the reformist movement 
as an “in-house- struggle to 
■split the pie” without addres- 
sing the essence of the 
accords with Israel. 

Some PLO officials believe 
that Mr. Arafat moved fast to 
contain the crisis to preempt 
a potential coordination or 
convergence of interests be- 
tween the reformists and the 
opposition, especially that 
many in the first category 
agree that the current per- 
formance of the PLO would 
only make good the predic- 
tions of the opposition — that 
the accord will lead to the 
consolidation of the Israeli 
occupation. 

They expect Mr. Arafat's 
next move to be an effort to 
break up the reformist coali- 
tion by appeasing separate 
demands or at least the mini- 
mum of these demands and 
interests of the diverse par- 
ties and individuals who have 
so far endorsed the reformist 
demands. 

“Arafat has bowed to the 
storm but has not retreated,” 
said a senior PLO official in 
Tunis. 
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Clinton gets 
steamed when staff 
In disorganised. 

NEW YORK (R) — President 
Bill Clinton say's he occasional- 
ly loses his temper when his 
staff is dborganised but adds 
(bat the trick to time m Washing- 
ton is not to take criticism 
personally. "I don’t think 1 
should ever lose my temper but 
when I do it's because of some 

? rocess screw-up,” he told 
ime magazine in an interview 
in the upcoming edition to 
appear on newsstands Mon- 
day. He added: “If there's 
something wrong with the way 
we’re organised or something 
that keeps us from doing (our 
best), that's what drives me 
nuts." Mr. Clinton said he 
urged bis aides to never permit 
the criticism of others to dimin- 
ish “our self-image.” He 
stated: “I think the trick (to) 
being in public life in this day 
and age. when there is always 
going to be a lot of clamour 
and criticism, is to be able to 
take alt this criticism seriously, 
but not personally.” Asked to 
comment on teenage pregnan- 
cies, Mr. Clinton said that he 
wanted to tell unmarried 
teenagers that it was wrong to 
have unwanted children. *^Ve 
ought to say that this would be 
a lot better if babies were bora 
to intact families," he noted. 
However, he said he did not 
want to see society send the 
message that it was better for 
pregnant women to have an 
abortion than to have the 
child. 

Married Anglican 
clergy to enter 
Catholic Church 

VATICAN CITY (AP) — Ab- 
out 200 Anglican clergy, in- 
cluding married priests, who 
oppose their church's decision 
to allow the ordination of 
women are to be admitted into 
the Roman Catholic Church, 
the Vatican agreed Saturday. 
A meeting of trishops here 
approved a statement setting 
out five guidelines for the gra- 
dual- conversion of Church of 
England clergy to Catholicism. 
About half of the 200 cleigy 
are married and will be 
allowed to remain so, although 
they will be integrated into the 
Roman Catholic Church and 
will have to abide by its rules. 
A delegation from England 
and Wales, led by the bead of 
the Roman Catholic Church in 
Britain, Cardinal George Basil 
Hume, held two days of talks 
with other Catholic leaders to 
hammer out the agreement. 
Vatican spokesman Joaquin 
Navarro Vails said: "The deci- 
sions which have just been 
taken will not hamper 
ecumenical dialogue.” The 
statement highlighted there 
had been no discussion about 
the Catholic Church’s vow of 
celibacy for priests, even 
though married Anglican 
priests will be able to remain 
priests and married after con- 
verting. Card. Navarro VaRs 
said that the Anglican 
Church’s synod decision in 
November 1992 to allow the 
ordination of women, was not 
the only reason why the clergy, 
roriari i n g one bishop, had de- 
cided to quit. But "it was the 
straw which broke the camel's 
back,” he added. 

Cicciolina backs 
Mussolini 

ROME (AFP) — Former pom 
star and deputy Occiolina gave 


the thumbs up to fascist dicta- 
tor Benito Mussolini's grand- 
daughter Alessandra standing 
in mayoral elections in an in- 
terview published here Satur- 
day. Alessandra Mussolini, she 
told .the Italian press agency 
AGI, is “beautiful, intelligent, 
and cute." Ms. Mussolini, a 
former model, is standing for 
the neo-fasdst Italian Social 


Movement (MSI) in a run-off 
poll Sunday for the mayoralty 
of the southern dry of Naples. 


Stolen Khmer 
statue returned 
to Cambodia 

PARIS (AFP) - A 12th cen- 
tury statuette stolen from 
Cambodia in the 1980s and 
later bought by a French art 
gallery was returned to the son 
of King Norodom Sihanouk at 
a special ceremony here. The 
50-centimetre (20-inch) bust of 
a woman was bought in South 
East Asia bv the Beurdeiev 
Gallery and then sold in 
France to a foreign collector. 
But during customs formal^ • . 
in 1982. the curator 
Guimci Museum Albert Le ' 
Bonheur recognised the statue 

uciwiiguig iu iiie Atigkui 
Museum. He alerted the gal- 
lery'- which immediatelv re- 
funded the foreign buver. ft 
was agreed to keep the' statue 
in Paris until relations with 
Cambodia had stabilised 





